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A New Year – New Opportunities
Each new day brings promise of a new start. For many, the start of a
new week is the time to begin that diet, get serious about exercising,
or forego TV viewing. For a vast majority, though, there’s something
especially motivating and invigorating about seeing the JANUARY
calendar on the wall. This is the year we’ll accomplish great things.
God doesn’t necessarily call us to do great things, however. He asks that
we be trustworthy in small things (Luke 16:10-11). To that end He gives
us gifts to use to build up the Body of Christ and to reach out to the lost.
Some of us have many gifts. People like Michelangelo – painter, sculptor, and poet – and Thomas Jefferson – architect, statesman, and scientific farmer – come to mind. God, the Giver of gifts, knows that the
number of gifts each of us has varies. Jesus told the Parable of the Talents pointing up this fact and teaching us that success lies in using what
we’ve been given, not in having the greatest amount.
Our gifts also differ in degree. There are many sculptors but few, if any,
compare to Michelangelo. Yet their art can bring satisfaction and inspiration to others. You may not be able to sing opera, but you can sing
God’s praises. You may not be a great orator, but you can witness to the
love and grace of God in Christ. You may not be a mechanic, but you can
provide transportation for someone needing to get to an appointment
or to church.
That’s why God gives us gifts and abilities – that we may be equipped to
serve others. The start of a new year offers us an opportune time to
assess those gifts and see how we can use them for God’s glory and the
good of His people. The motivation to do this comes from the same
One Who gave the gifts! Just as He was motivated by love for us to give
us, not just our gifts, but His greatest gift, His Son, so we are motivated
by love for Him to serve those He calls us to serve.

Other
opportunities to
be in God’s Word

Tuesday Morning
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.
This group has been using the magazine “Good News”, which is published by Concordia Mission Society.
The editor is the former LHM speaker
Wallace Schultz. There are several
editions available in the pastor’s
study/office for anyone who would
like to review a topic or use one for a
personal Bible study.

Ladies Bible study is moving to
Fridays at 10:00 a,m. : This group
meets most weeks. The Ladies'
Bible Study will be starting their
new study. Living a Chocolate
Life invites women to savor God’s
rich and endless supply of grace in
Christ.
If evenings are better, join us
at the Cottage Meetings the last
Friday of the month at 7 p.m.
hosted at a members home.

Dates are different due to Holidays: January 29 at Myhers
*More Hosts needed for 2016*
Pastor Snider’s Sunday
Adult Bible Study Joining Jesus
on His Mission will alter the way
you see your life as a follower of
Jesus and take you beyond living
your life for Jesus to living life with
Jesus. Simple, powerful and applicable insights show you how to be
on mission and recognize where
Jesus is already at work in your
neighborhoods, workplaces and
schools.
We hope to see all of you at one or
more of these Bible Studies.
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Pastor’s Page
Christmas Walls
Pastor Snider

and come as children so that the Christ
-child may reveal the Father to them.
They must see God in the Manger.
Then Christ will give them a real Christmas Spirit and they will find rest in
their soul. The solution is not understanding but instead the solution is
surrender to the promises given and
fulfilled by the Father of the Child of
Christmas past, present and future,
even forever.

The Christmas Spirit—When God
comes in the person of Jesus Christ,
the usual methods of understanding,
science and philosophy, fail to satisfy
unbelievers. That is why the things of
God, the things the Lord Jesus offers,
Being Lutheran—there are ‘walls’ that
are hid. The relationship between the
others see that define a Lutheran
eternal god and the Son of Mary can
Christian. The first of these walls is
never be discovered by human intelcomposed of the three ecumenical
lect and reason. If one is to know, Jecreeds, with their Trinitarian faith.
sus Christ must reveal it to him. ThereWhen worship is supposed to be Lufore the Son of God issues the invitatheran or worship resources supposed
tion, “Come unto Me, all ye that labor
to be Lutheran but they do not refer to
and are heavy laden, and I will give you
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we must
rest.” If we (anyone) labors to find the
conclude, “There is a wall that needs
truth, if we (anyone) works and sweats
rebuilding.” Of course those who
at deductions from known facts to
change our Trinitarian language like all
discover the ultimate truth that is God;
who don’t like boundaries will say:
if we (anyone) are heavy laden with
“Lutheran is whatever we say it is.”
the burden of a meaningless existence,
This leads, it seems, to pastors and
the burdens of life and the guilt of sin –
laity unwittingly mimicking Vicewe must come to the Lord Jesus and
Principal Ed Rooney in the movie
He will give rest… Some may labor with
“Ferris Bueller’s Day Off,” screaming:
their intellect at the manger of Bethle“Grace! Grace!” And we conclude
hem. They cannot see the connection
Sorry, but that is not Grace! Just bebetween the Eternal
cause we call
God and this little
out the word
“… there are ‘walls’ that others
Child who is God
‘Lutheran’ does
manifest in the flesh
not make one a
see that define a Lutheran
for our redemption.
Lutheran ChrisChristian.”
It means little or
tian.
nothing so they labor to create for themselves what the
The second “wall” defining a Lutheran
world calls the ‘Christmas Spirit’. It
Christian is the Lutheran Confessions.
manifests itself in an artificially stimuIn the old days two Latin words delated gushing over an Infant born in
scribed how pastors and subsequently
poverty and romantic circumstances
congregations subscribed to the Lunineteen hundred years ago and with a
theran Confessions. “Quia” meant you
great deal of effort and labor they
believed the Lutheran Confessions, as
work themselves into the Christmas
taught in the catechism, accurately
mood, an emotional spree that leaves
interpret Scripture. “Quatenue” meant
them flat the next day.
you would only subscribe to the Confessions in so far as you thought they
All these must stop laboring at this sort
accurately interpret the Bible as the
of thing. They must leave their intelinspired word of God. Needless to say,
lect behind as they go to Bethlehem
many who call themselves Lutheran

Christians today don’t have any idea
what “Quia” is all about. To no surprise those who could be identified as
“Quantenus”; pastors, congregations
or laity don’t like walls and many think
you can be a generic Christian.
Some of you might remember “Our
Gang” when one of the gang says:
“Hey, gang, let’s put on a show!” and
that’s what we end up with, People
who like to do church, do the things
that look like church. They dress up in
the Christmas costumes and decide
which matching T-shirt they will wear
for the activity of the day, forgetting
that it is by the power of God that we
serve him according to “Quia”.
The Old Adam, the sinful part of each
Christian and of course all who are not
followers of Jesus question God’s authority. It seems to have something to
do with walls or fences. There is a reality however that until all that is hostile to God has been removed or reconciled, "Good fences make good
neighbors.” And the good fence that is
God’s judgment against sin, death, and
Satan is necessary to keep in check the
bad neighbor that is in each of us and
helps to gather us empty handed and
penitent each week to receive the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation
through Christ’s Body and precious
Blood, so graciously given in a Holy
Meal that was prepared and served by
the one we celebrate in the ‘Christmas
Spirit’.
May the Christ Child live in you as you
serve him in the coming year and the
rest of your earthly journey.
Excerpts from ‘Forum Letter’ ALPB Dec
2015
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Prayers of Trinity
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
PRAYER LIST
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek
and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to
you.
For everyone who asks receives; he
who seeks finds;
and to him who knocks the door will be
opened.”
Matthew 7: 7-8



Susie Opp--Lynda Minger’s sister-inlaw, help doctors diagnose heart
issues



Quick healing for Cathie Snider’s
back surgery and success with pain
relief.



Carol Clacher’s sister, Lois Donovan,
with kidney failure



Dennis Miller - Continued strength
and healing as he resumes his
chemo
treatments these next few weeks.

Praise and thanksgiving:
O God our heavenly Father who
through Your Son has promised us
Your Holy Spirit send down upon us
that same Spirit that He may teach us
to show forth Your Praise not only here
on earth in weakness since we know
Your power and glory only from afar
but also in power and glory on that day
when united with the choir of angels
we shall see You face to face through
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord. We pray for those among us who
are in special need of your guidance
and healing

Womb Woes
“Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from
the time my mother conceived me”.
(Psalm 51:5).

There are a couple of times in the Scripture where the “conceived and bore”
process is turned around, in the Psalm
above and in Hosea 9:11 “Ephraim’s
glory will fly away like a bird--no birth, no
pregnancy, no conception.” In both cases
it signals bad news. In Hosea God pronounces judgment upon His rebellious
and whoring people. things will be so
bad there will be no births. Even worse,
there will be no pregnancies because
there will be no conceptions.



Caroline Cadeau, home recuperating.



Jamie Hollister, Tina Albrechtsen-healing



Faith Kukuk--continued strength and
health



Betty Jean Sigro. Cathie Snider relief
from pain



Tom Corcoran, Jon’s father, diagnosed with MSA



Kaye Wick, Dianne and Rudy Vik, Bill
Opp -- strength and health



Continued healing also Cynthia
Snider, Joanne and Bob Hickman.



Steve Hill--help the doctors figure
out the sudden illness and problem
walking.



Tracy Brohmen, Kenny Cadle, Terry
Kaczmarek, Charlie and Carol
Thompson, Sarah Burns, Tonya Roberts in their battles with cancer.



For the soldiers here and overseas
who are still protecting freedoms
our own and others in the world:
Melissa VanGorden, deployed to
Iraq. Matt Hall and Scott Mikkelson
in Hawaii Brandon Snider Jill (Engel)
Graves, Casey Sampson, Brenden
Finazzo stationed in the States and
Corbin Sherman and Trevor Finazzo
stationed in training.

Excerpts from Biblical Biology
by Dr. James I.Lamb
In Psalm 51, David is bemoaning his sins
of adultery and murder. He progresses
from admitting he is a sinner, to admitting he is sinful, to admitting he was sinful from birth, and, worse than that, he
was sinful from the moment of his conception Here we learn of the doctrine of
original sin inherited from our parents
Adam and Eve and deadly to all. But we
also learn of our early humanity. Sin is a
human condition. If we are sinful at conception, we are human at conception.
Still the news is bad. Sinful from conception means hopeless and helpless from
conception, subject to death the moment life begins. For there are to be

hope and help, we need a Savior from
the moment of conception. thanks be to
God, we have one!
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Did you know…
About LACASA
Crisis Shelter

Their 20-bed shelter offers survivors and
their children a home-like setting in times
of severe crisis. Residents of the LACASA
Crisis Shelter live in private or shared guest
rooms where they can regain some sense
of normalcy following a traumatic event.
Shared common rooms include a fully
equipped community kitchen, large dining
area, a living room, multimedia den, and a
serenity room. We provide our residents
and their families with all food, essential
clothing, toiletries, paper goods, children’s
toys, school supplies, and other daily-living
needs. Shelter residents are not charged
for these services. As with all LACASA’s
programs, funding is only made possible
through grants and generous individual
donations.

UPCOMING
1/07 Church Undecorating - bring a
snack to share
1/09 Craft Day - 8A to 8P--a good day
to relax in the after holidays
peace and spend some time on
your favorite Craft.
1/24 Family Fun Day Jan 24 2015
12-5 pm
Do the weeks following the Holidays leave you feeling a little “let
down or blue”? We’ve got just
the thing to look forward to!!
Winter Family Funday at Whitewood lodge. A day to gather,
relax, talk, catch up, play games.
Jan 24 will be the day to look forward to. Bring potluck, your favorite board games or cards, sled
and ice skates if the weather cooperates, if not let’s try mud pies!
Friends and guests are welcome.
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The Gift of Christmas
throughout the Year
By Sheri Falzone

On December 22, 1990, at age 52, my
father suddenly passed away. There is
a stark contrast between celebrating
Christmas Eve at funeral visitation and
being with family surrounded by dazzling color lights and holiday decorations. How is it possible to celebrate
the birth of Christ with joy amid the
depths of grief and sorrow? How can
presents be opened Christmas morning
with glee when burying a family member the next day in a frozen cemetery?
The meaning of Christmas beyond the
greatest story ever told would not be
revealed to me until many years later.
However, the seed was planted in that
funeral home 25 years ago from a tiny
special man who trudged over two
hours in a snowstorm to comfort me in
my shock and grief of losing my father.
I can still see him as he came through
the funeral home doors in his flapeared hat bundled in his heavy buffalo
plaid winter coat and boots. Surprised
by my pastor’s presence, the tears began to flow as he gave me a comforting
bear hug.
I was single and unattached at the time
although Pastor Marcis had tried in his
fatherly way to be a matchmaker. As
we sat in the coffee room adjacent to
the viewing, I poured out the events of
my father’s sudden passing. Sobbing, I
asked, “Why would God take him at
Christmas?” Pastor Marcis gently responded, “Why not, Sheri?” Seeing my
confusion, he continued, “Turn your
face towards Christ, Sheri. God has
given to your father a gift, a gift He has
for all who believe in the miracle of
Christmas. It is this precious gift we
must pass on to others - the story of
His grace.”
Rev. T. Richard Marcis, Sr., age 83,
passed away on June 15, 2015. He was
my pastor at Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church in Farmington Hills many years
ago. The gift of his presence was my

Christmas blessing in 1990. I cherish
the memory of him and the seed he
helped God plant in my heart that
Christmas Eve day twenty five years
ago.
“Thanks be to God for his indescribable
gift!” 2 Corinthians 9:15
My Christmas present under the tree
given to me by my mother and father
that year remains wrapped and unopened. Tattered and faded with the
Christmas bow lost somewhere over
the years, is stored in an out of the
way place so as not to disturb a painful
memory of what once was, and the
hope of what could have been. Yet,
the true meaning of Christmas for me
is not what is hidden in that wrapped
heavy box stored in the basement, but
sharing the gift of Christ with others.
Jesus Christ, who came not to take
away life, but who gives new life
washed of sin.
“Whoever believes in Him shall not
perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16

The Watering Can is Sheri’s personal
service initiative at St. Paul and beyond. – “Helping All God’s Creatures
Thrive.” Connect with me on Facebook
on the page, The Watering Can.
A note from Trinity’s editor--Sheri had
emailed me to tell me that she would not
be sending us an article; she had writers
block. She came up with this during an
advent service just before Christmas. I
believe she had that block for a reason,
otherwise she would not have been listening at the right time. This article was
a comfort to me and I hope that others
will also find it so.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS
5958 M-36 West
Pinckney, MI 48169
Phone: 734-878-5977
www.trinitypinckney.org

We’re on the Web!
www.trinitypinckney.com

Look for us on Facebook

T h a n k yo u
Angel Tree
Each year for the last several years,
we have put up a tree with "name tag
ornaments" on it for us to give gifts to
children & families who might not get
gifts.

Every Year, all the tags are taken &
the gifts brought back to church.
These are then delivered to Wellspring
Lutheran Family Services for them to
distribute to the families.

Thank you again this year for your love
and generosity to provide a Merry
Christmas and share the love of Jesus
with these families.
Wellspring Lutheran Services is a wonderful organization that does so much
good.
To learn more about them, and to see
other ways you might like to help and
support them, go to their web
site, wellspringlutheran.com. .

Poinsettia.
Thank you to everyone who purchased poinsettias this
year to decorate the
church for Christmas. The altar was
absolutely beautiful

