STEWARDSHIP

Have a Heart

February: the month devoted to love. Stores are filled with heat-shaped
boxes of candy and heart-shaped cards and vases of flowers with heart-
shaped gift tags. All this is available for the consumer so that he can find
the appropriate expression of his devotion to his loved one. If that ex-
pression of love has been preceded by a year of thoughtful and loving
words and deeds, it is welcomed and cherished by the recipient. If not,
it is just an empty ritual, done out of duty rather than true devotion.

Our relationship to the Lord is similar. He, too, desires our sincere devo-
tion, not empty lip service. “The Lord says: ‘These people come near to
Me with their mouth and honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are
far from Me’ ” (Isaiah 29:13).

Stewardship is serving, helping, giving, but love is the basis for steward-
ship. Without love, our good deeds are empty and without merit. The
first act of true stewardship is to “love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength” (Deuteronomy
6:5). Jesus called this the most important commandment (Mark 12:29,
30). With that love for the Lord in us, we are enabled to be good stew-
ards. Then we can do acts of good stewardship, acts of true devotion.
We are enabled to . ..

e  “Give generously to Him and do so without a grudging
heart” (Deuteronomy 15:10).

e “Carefully observe [His decrees and laws] with all your heart and
with all your soul” (Deuteronomy 26:16).

e “Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospital-
ity” (Romans 12:13).

e “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the
Lord, not for men” (Colossians 3:23).

God, through Ezekiel, promised, “/ will give you a new heart and put a
new spirit in you, | will remove from you your heart of stone and give you
a heart of flesh. And | will put My Spirit in you and move you to follow
My decrees and be careful to keep My laws” (Ezekiel 36:26-27). This
promise He has fulfilled in His Son, Jesus, Who has followed His Father’s
decrees and kept His laws for us. As we strive to live fruitful lives of
stewardship, at the same time, we rest in Christ Who has been the per-
fect steward for us.
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OTHER
OPPORTUNITIES TO
BE IN GOD’S WORD

Tuesday Morning

Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.

This group has been using the maga-
zine “Good News”, which is pub-
lished by Concordia Mission Society.
The editor is the former LHM speaker
Wallace Schultz. There are several
editions available in the pastor’s
study/office for anyone who would
like to review a topic or use one for a
personal Bible study.

Ladies Bible study is moving to
Fridays at 10:00 a.m.: This group
meets most weeks. The Ladies'
Bible Study will be starting their
new study. Living a Chocolate

Life invites women to savor God’s
rich and endless supply of grace in
Christ.

If evenings are better, join us

at the Cottage Meetings the last
Friday of the month at 7 p.m.
hosted at a members home.

Due to an invite from Thrivent
the cottage meeting is moved to
Feb 5. *More Hosts needed *

Pastor Snider’s Sunday

Adult Bible Study Joining Jesus
on His Mission will alter the way
you see your life as a follower of
Jesus and take you beyond living
your life for Jesus to living life with
Jesus. Simple, powerful and appli-
cable insights show you how to be
on mission and recognize where
Jesus is already at work in your
neighborhoods, workplaces and
schools.

We hope to see all of you at one or
more of these Bible Studies.
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"Deadbeat Believers"

He will not always chide, nor will He
keep His anger forever. He does not
deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniqui-
ties. For as high as the heavens are
above the earth, so great is His
steadfast love toward those who fear
Him. Psalm 103:9-11

A "deadbeat dad" is not a deceased
father who used to play the drums.
In modern lingo a deadbeat dad is a
parent who has failed to make court-
ordered child support payments.

As of right now, the State of Arizona
has recognized 421 deadbeat par-
ents. These are mostly men who,
over the last five years, have run up
sizable amounts which they owe for
the raising of their children.

The question Arizona has been ask-
ing is what to do with these negli-
gent parents?

Arizona Governor
Doug Ducey thinks
he may have an
answer. He says
Arizona is going to
publicly embarrass these "losers" (his
words, not mine). That's right. Ari-
zona is going to use a Twitter ac-
count to publish the photos and the
names of these parents. In a public
statement the governor gave notice,
saying, "For too long, you've been
able to remain anonymous, able to
skirt your financial and legal respon-
sibilities with no shame. If you don't
want your embarrassing, unlawful,
and irresponsible behavior going vi-
ral: man up and pay up."

Officials report that two dads have
already responded: one of whom
owes his family more than $170,000.

0 é...God's steadfast love waits

for His people to respond ...0

Now | don't know if such a course of
action is wise, or fair, or if it is even
legal. | do know | am glad the Lord
doesn't treat His people that way.
Think of how it would be if the Lord
went on Twitter or Facebook and
said something like

"Last year | gave John Q. Christian a
salary of $100,000. During that same
time period he showed his apprecia-
tion by giving S5 to his church."

"For the last decade | have, with the
exception of a single bout with the
flu and two colds, given John Chris-
tian good health. He complained
about the sickness, but he never
thanked me for his good health."

"John was confirmed 30 years ago.
Since that time his church has of-
fered Communion over 1,200 times.
During that same time period John
has received the Sacrament 23 times,
and none of those times has been in
the last six years."

No, the Lord
doesn't  work
that way. In-
stead, our God's
steadfast love
waits for His

people to respond to the great gift of
salvation Jesus made in His life, suf-
fering, death and resurrection. Al-
though God will not wait forever, He
knows that those who have truly
seen His redemption are going to
have appreciative hearts.

He knows His people will never re-
spond to Jesus by being deadbeat
believers.

The beatitudes from Matthew 5 help
us to understand where God the Fa-
ther provides for those who learn
from Holy Scriptures. The whole

GLAD TIDINGS

message of the sermon on the
mount is to help prepare us for a life
filled with the mercy and care from
Him. This Sermon by Jesus is di-
rected to the disciples and through
them to the whole church today.
The sermon addresses both inward
motives and outward action. While
we know that no one can completely
keep the demands laid out in this
sermon, it is the intention to gather
us around the grace and mercy of
God. We see then from the illustra-
tions in this message that we are
drawn to the benefits of the Triune
God in our life that we respond as
one who is benefiting from that
grace and mercy of God. The reac-
tion to God’s word is not by order of
the courts or even of God himself but
the response and reaction to the
love that is ours through knowing
God.

THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, in the man-
ger, on the cross, and at the empty
tomb, | have seen Your love. May my
heart be filled with thanksgiving for
the forgiveness and salvation which
Your Son has won for me. This | ask
in the Savior's Name. Amen.

Message in part drawn from LHM
daily devotion, 1/26/16.
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PRAYERS OF TRINITY

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
PRAYER LiIsST
“Ask and it will be given to you, seek
and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to
you.
For everyone who asks receives; he
who seeks finds;
and to him who knocks the door will be
opened.”
Matthew 7: 7-8

Praise and thanksgiving:

O God our heavenly Father who
through Your Son has promised us
Your Holy Spirit send down upon us
that same Spirit that He may teach us
to show forth Your Praise not only here
on earth in weakness since we know
Your power and glory only from afar
but also in power and glory on that day
when united with the choir of angels
we shall see You face to face through
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord. We pray for those among us who
are in special need of your guidance
and healing

POSSE NEWS

Our annual Family Fun Day hosted by
the posse was held Sunday, January 24
at White Lodge. It was a beautiful
sunny winter day. Over 30 of us en-
joyed a wonderful afternoon of food &
fellowship together. The kids played
outside in the snow & on the ice as
well as games inside. Lots of visit-
ing, some football was watched, and
of course a game of "Chicken Foot".

Our next posse meeting is

on Thursday , February 4 at 7 p.m.

All ladies of Trinity are invited.

Kristin & Gretchen are hosting in Feb-
ruary as well as taking care of the altar
for the month.

*  Quick healing for Cathie Snider’s
back surgery and success with pain
relief.

*  Carol Clacher’s sister, Lois Dono-
van, with kidney failure

*  Dennis Miller has completed his
chemo treatments and is doing
well. Please pray for continued
strength and healing.

*  Caroline Cadeau, home recuperat-
ing.

*  Jamie Hollister, Tina Albrechtsen--
healing

*  Faith Kukuk--continued strength
and health

*  Betty Jean Sigro. Cathie Snider
relief from pain

*  Tom Corcoran, Jon's father, diag-
nosed with MSA

*  Kaye Wick, Dianne and Rudy Vik,
Bill Opp -- strength and health

*  Continued healing also Cynthia
Snider, Joanne and Bob Hickman.

Our Lenten soup suppers will begin
on Wednesday, February 17 at 6 p.m.
between the two worship services at
5 & 7 They will be every Wednesday
until Holy Week. We encourage all of
you to come and worship & share a
meal together.

Up coming date to put on your calen-
dar-- Saturday, March 5--the next Trin-
ity Ladies
Craft Day 8am
- 8pm. See
You There!

@
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*  Steve Hill--help the doctors figure
out the sudden illness and prob-
lem walking.

*  Tracy Brohmen, Kenny Cadle,
Terry Kaczmarek, Charlie and Carol
Thompson, Sarah Burns, Tonya
Roberts in their battles with can-
cer.

*  For the soldiers here and overseas
who are still protecting freedoms
our own and others in the world:
Melissa VanGorden, deployed to
Irag. Matt Hall and Scott Mikkel-
son in Hawaii Brandon Snider Jill
(Engel) Graves Casey Sampson
Brenden Finazzo stationed in the
States and Corbin Sherman and
Trevor Finazzo stationed in train-
ing.

for the Synod’s “Planting Gospel Seeds
While Serving Human Needs” program,
that it would be a blessing to congre-
gations in the U.S. as they seek to
reach out to their communities.

" CATHOLIC MEETI\NG, \
TooAav

Five minutes into the meeting Colin suddenly
realized he had misread the sign
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CHRISTIAN ED

It is already February but | missed my
article last month so | need to back
track a little to December!

I hope you made it to the Children’s
Christmas program on December 13™
because it was a very special service
where the kids in our congregation
shared the JOY of Jesus’ birth. | want
to thank Ruthie and Kenny for their
excellent job in reading and leading
our program. Also Rachel C. for assist-
ing. Their leadership, experience and
willingness to help are really appreci-
ated. Thank you to all the Sunday
School teachers for pitching in and
directing wherever needed. Thank you
to our actors! You all did a wonderful
job! Also, many thanks to Barb Yek for
planning the entire Birthday Party. It
was so festive and fun for everyone.

We are in the 4™ week of our winter
quarter and are focused on Jesus’ life
for the next 10 weeks. Just like I'm
back tracking to Christmas in this
newsletter, in Sunday School, we are
too! This year, we are getting a very
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MINLISTRILES

G IVE HOPE, GIVE WATER, GIVE LIFE!
Dates: May 21-28, 2016

Location: Los Limones, Guatemala

Can you imagine what your life would
be like if you didn't have access to clean
water to drink, to cook with, or bathe
your children in? In many developing
nations, accessing clean water isn't
easy. In fact, people living in these areas
have to trek many miles each day to
reach a source of water that more than
likely carries diseases that makes every-
one sick.

What if you could help bring fresh,
clean water to others who desperately
need it?

thorough exploration of Christmas in
January and February! The adults have
started a new study on Sunday morn-
ing! It’s called “Joining Jesus in His
Mission: How to be an Everyday Mis-
sionary.” Plan to Join Jesus and the
rest of on Sunday Morning for an excit-
ing new study.

The New Year is a great time to com-
mit to coming to Sunday School if you
don’t already. We have a lot of fun
together and learn something new
every Sunday as together we grow in
our knowledge of the Bible and in our
Faith as well.

The cottage meeting has been moved
to February 5™ at 7:00 hosted by Mike
and Kristin Myher. If you have any
guestions about the cottage meeting,
please ask anyone on the Board of
Education, or me. | have posted a
cottage meeting sign-up sheet in the
Narthex. If you’d like to host a month
or two, sign up now before all the
good dates are gone! Speaking of the
Board of Ed, we held our quarterly

2Th' conging May, MOST Ministries has

been asSked to send a Water Outreach
Team to a remote village in Guatemala
where hundreds of children and adults
live who do not have access to clean
water.

If you are interested in learning more
about this tremendous outreach oppor-
tunity which has the possibility of chang-
ing an entire community, please contact
Debby Suchyta (MOST Ministries' Team
Administrator) at 734.994.7909 X11
or dsuchyta@mostministries.org. Addi-
tional information is also available on our
website
atwww.mostministries.org/1626guatem
ala. A firm commitment to go is needed
by February 10.
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meeting on January 13 and our next
meeting is scheduled for April 13" at
7:00 pm. All are welcome to join us!
We really appreciate any and all com-
ments and suggestions.

Last of all, the Board of Ed is hosting a
Euchre party on February 13" at 7:00.
Please plan to come! No partner
needed, kids are welcome and we’ll
have a movie for them to watch. Bring
an appetizer or dessert to share. Invite
a friend or two.

In Christ,

Elizabeth Eppler

UPCOMING

2/17 - 3/16 Wednesdays Lenten

Worship and Soup Supper start-

ing at SpBarb Yek is in charde

of what families have what da
Feb. 10 Ash Wednesday 7pm

Advent Feb. 17, 24, Mar 2, 9, 16
Join us at 5 pm or 7 pm worsH
with Soup Supper in between
6 pm

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

24 Maundy Thursday 7pm
25 Good Friday 7pm

27 Sonrise Service
Breakfast and Easter Egg Hui
Easter Celebration

3/5 Craft Day8A to 8R-a good
day to relax in the after holida
peace and spend someeoti
your favorite Craft.

4/10 AnnuaHam Dinner

ip,
at

s
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http://tracking.etapestry.com/t/31341012/1261344162/69820237/0/47399/
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Give glory to God

Rejoice with Family of God (FOG) as
they move into a new ministry center at
7354 Whittaker in Detroit, Mich. For
them, this is a miracle two years in the
making. Fourteen congregations from
the Detroit Metro area, large and small,
along with individual members, came
together and donated the entire cost of
the building, allowing FOG to purchase
it on January 15, 2015, free and clear.
There is even enough money to make a
couple of repairs and a few upgrades.

Family of God has been operating un-
der space constraints for over ten
years. It maximized the potential of its
‘little church on the corner’ by opening
six days a week. On a typical day, 80-90
people gather for a meal and Bible
study. With less than 40 potential seats
at the table, it was difficult to invite
new people to stay. Sunday worship
was standing room only. There were
other constraints: its youth group was
without a place to meet, Sunday school
could not be separated from gathering
adults, there was no quiet place for
counseling, and there was only a single
bathroom to meet everyone’s needs.

For two years, FOG had been trying to
find a new home to no avail. Buildings
on the market in Southwest Detroit are
often stripped and damaged. This is
particularly true for church buildings.
Frustrated, but faithful in prayer, FOG
continued to minister to the best of
their ability. The adage “our time is not
His time” was proving itself out. What
they didn’t know was that the Lord was

solving another problem first.

One constraint was the three-
congregation call of their pastor. Lack of
a full-time pastor also needed resolu-
tion. A year ago, the Michigan District,
who has provided an annual subsidy to
FOG, proposed to resolve this by asking
one of the congregations already active
at Family of God to consider calling Rev.
James Hill and deploying him full-time
at Family of God. Christ Our Savior
(COS) in Livonia, Mich. stepped into
that gap. “I’'m grateful for the great
leadership of Pastor Davenport and the
courageous mission mindset of the
Christ Our Savior congregation. Such a
cooperative ministry plan is a great
model for others to follow,” says Rev.
Dr. Rob Kasper, Michigan District’s As-
sistant to the President — Congregation
Mission and Ministries, Metro Zone.

Within six months, they went through
the call process and installed Rev. Hill in

0The adage oour
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August of 2015. Almost simultaneously,
FOG learned that the South West Pres-
byterian Church building, closed for
several years, was about to go on the
market. A quick inspection surprised
them with a fully functional facility, able

Stewardship/Evangelism

The first of our Fellowship Sundays
took place on Sunday, January 10. In
spite of the weather, many were atten-
dance to enjoy our "Ch" themed

meal. We enjoyed chili, chowder,
chives, cheese and crackers, chocolate
chip cookies, cheesecake, and cherry
beverages, just to name a few of the

delicious items which were provided
by the Evangelism and Stewardship
Committees. Thank you to all who
contributed food and to all who stayed
to enjoy it! Additionally, $107.00 was
raised to put toward the church's oper-
ating budget.

GLAD TIDINGS

Michigan District Enews

to be used ‘as is.” The Presbytery of
Detroit had questions about a store-
front ministry stepping up and paying
for or mortgaging the site, but the price
offered was quite attractive and below
market value. That’s where God’s plan
was superior to ours.

COS stepped up, and the congregation
led the effort to call other congrega-
tions to help. Rather quickly, in about
30 days, commitments in excess of the
cost were made. In 60 days, the funds
were almost all in hand. The Michigan
District Church Extension Fund also
partnered, providing a grant of $25,000.
According to LCEF President and CEO
Ron Steinke, “Church Extension was
founded 115 years ago with the primary
intent of funding the construction of
new mission church buildings. As the
Fund has been blessed with the finan-
cial resources to help not only build, but
help build-up ministries, it seemed ap-
propriate to provide a grant to Family
of God to acquire a facility for this
unique outreach ministry.”

On Saturday, January 23, 2015, all are
welcome to join teams of folks from a
wide range of Christian communities,
including students from University Lu-
theran Chapel and Concordia University
Ann Arbor. They will be gathering to
renovate the building to prepare for the
Grand Opening taking place on Febru-
ary 14, 2015 from 2-4 p.m. Come and
see what God has done!

No need to run off for lunch!!
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How Sorry am |?

Am | sorry enough?

I have wondered this as long as | can
remember. | am saved if | am repen-
tant of my sins. My “sins are forgiven,
go and sin no more”. But sometimes |
wonder, “was | really sorry?” I'm not
sure and that scares me.

The so called “Bigger Sins” are easy.
They are the ones that most of the
world sees as wrong, but being a Chris-
tian, | know that all the “smaller sins”
are the also the same size, carry the
same weight and they include not only
the actual doing or saying something
unloving or not nice but also (gasp) the
thought. It didn’t come out of my
mouth but | thought it. The quick judg-
ment of someone, the envy, the boast,
the anger or hatred of someone who
hurt myself, a friend or a family mem-
ber. Am | sorry enough? What about
the sin of not acting? What | have done
and what | have left undone. The mag-
nitude sometimes causes me to panic.
Is there enough remorse in me at
these sins that God will find me sincere
enough to forgive? The following arti-
cle gave me some insight into this as |
think about the magnitude of sin that
is a part of us. | do know that no mat-
ter what as long as | have faith, | have
hope.

Unrealistict and
faithfult Prayer

on October 2, 2009 in Feature, Lu-
theran Witness
by Rev. Christopher D. Hall

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty
and everlasting God, You have safely
brought us to the beginning of this

Many pots means enough for all!!

» without others, even a day
without thought—an impossi- |
e

day. Defend us in the same with Your
mighty power and grant that this day
we fall into no sin, neither run into
any kind of danger, but that all our
doings, being ordered by Your govern-
ance, may be righteous in Your sight;
through Jesus Christ. Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.  (LSB, p. 228)

This prayer, or one like it, can be found
in Catholic, Episcopal, and Lutheran
rites. It's an ancient prayer, dating be-
fore A.D. 600. Similar prayers can be
found in the Eastern Orthodox rites.
Millions of Christians have prayed this
prayer for more than a millennium.

But as ancient and beautiful as this
prayer is, it is also audacious and com-
pletely unrealistic.

By the time | pray this at the close of
Matins, I've usually been impatient
with my children and with other driv-
ers, and irritated that more people
don’t come to Matins with me. But
even if | prayed this before Matins,
while still in bed, even before opening
my eyes, I’'m not sure this petition to
live a day without sin could happen.

When our sins are so ingrained in our
thoughts, when one sees sin as woven
into the fabric of our perceptions and
intentions, our very being has sin at-
tached. St. Sisoes (d. A.D. 429) re-
flected this in his final words: “Indeed,
I know not if | have clutched at the
very beginning of repentance.”

True repentance is lifelong, and
godly repentance must go as deep
as the sin that ails us. A day without
sin would be a day without words, a
day without actions, a day

bility. The prayer is a com-
4 bletely unrealistic petition, so §
far outside our experience it
is nearly insulting in its pre-
{ sumption.

N
That is the point of the
prayer, however.
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Christians are to flee from sin. St. John
could be bold enough to write, “My
little children, these things | write to
you, so that you may not sin. And if
anyone sins, we have an Advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the right-
eous” (1 John 2:1 NKJV).

However unrealistic it is, the desire of
the Christian is to follow after Christ,
to be “perfect, just as your Father in
heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5:48). The
definition of “repentance” involves a
determination to turn one’s back on
sin, to strike out in a new direction, to
change the mind, to set it “on things
above,” to be strangers to this world
and our sin-stricken flesh.

And so this petition to live a sin-free
day is a prayer of humility. It is impos-
sible for anyone to accomplish this; we
sin by “thought, word, and deed,” as
we say in the general confession. Pray-
ing for something so far out of our
experience can only be an admission
that God must accomplish it for us. It is
only our Lord who may grant such
grace and strength. So in humility it is
our prayer that God would give us
such grace as to accomplish this.

Despite the faithfulness and humility
of this prayer, our “inner pragmatist”
still tells us it is ultimately useless.
Pragmatism tries to convince us there
is no use in doing something or trying
something that cannot be done. Goals
should be realistic, else disappoint-
ment and despair may overcome. No
matter the scriptural integrity or the
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beauty of this prayer, in the end it is
impossible, and therefore pointless.

That’s what our inner pragmatist tells
us. There is no point in praying this
way, that we should live a day without
sin, because it can never be done. So
should we submit our faith to only
those things that are of proven value,
of demonstrated usefulness? Should
we be practical, pragmatic Christians?
After all, even devout Christian parents
will caution their children from praying
for the impossible—or what seems
impossible for us.

To test this pragmatic function, we can
ask, “Would a Christian pray the oppo-
site?” Would a Christian pray that God
would grant us our request to fall into
sin? Should we keep our prayers within
the limits of what may actually hap-
pen, within what we can reasonably
expect? Should we measure what is
possible and confine ourselves to that?

Praying that practical, realistic peti-
tion—that God would allow us to sin—
would certainly be practical and realis-
tic, but also completely satanic. Our

faith is impractical, our hope is unreal-
ized, our visions unseen, our lives one
of striving, but not yet attaining. This is
a major theme of the New Testament;
the apostles remind us not to sacrifice
our hope in things unseen (2 Cor. 4:18)
for what is immanent and tangible.
“Now faith is the assurance of things
hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen” (Heb. 11:1 ESV), and the Chris-
tian faith is one not of pragmatism, of
realism, but of striving for the salvation
that is ahead.

Martin Luther once wrote this:

This life is not godliness, but growth in
godliness; not health, but healing; not
being, but becoming; not rest, but ex-
ercise. We are not now what we shall
be, but we are on the way; the process
is not yet finished, but it has begun;
this is not the goal, but it is the road; at
present all does not gleam and glitter,
but everything is being purified. (AE
32:24)

Hope is not hope if the thing hoped for
is easily realized or immanently re-
vealed. Faith is not faith if the things
believed in are seen. The Christian who

has received this faith and hope in
things to come is a most unrealistic
man or a most idealistic woman.

So for more than a thousand years,
Christians everywhere have begun
their mornings praying that they would
not sin that day, hoping against hope
that God would do the impossible for
us, putting to death our inner pragma-
tists who warn it is impossible, and
hoping that perhaps today, through
God’s great help, we will conquer the
sin that crouches at our door.

The Lutheran Witness — Providing
Missouri Synod laypeople with stories
and information that complement con-
gregational life, foster personal growth
in faith, and help interpret the contem-
porary world from a Lutheran Christian
perspective.
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