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Lent is a season of repentant joy.
There is joy in repentance because in
repentance, God, through His Word,
turns us away from our sins — our
failures of thought, word, and deed —
to believe in the forgiveness and new
life He has accomplished for us in the
death and resurrection of His Son. For
our God is our Father, and fathers discipline their children. He loves us
enough to point out when and where
we have erred, so that we are not
weighed down by false belief, despair,
and other great shame or vice.
Thus we do well to listen to God’s
Word, His own teaching, about giving.
St. Paul exhorts: “Anyone who receives
instruction in the word must share all
good things with his instructor” (Gal
6:6). This means that the local congregation is primary. In other words, everything else that we might give to during the year — laudable and worthy
charities — are to be on top of what
we give to our local congregation. For
the local congregation is the place that
serves us with the gifts of Christ’s
death and resurrection. The local congregation is where our spiritual needs
are met when Christ’s atonement is
preached, when the forgiveness of sins
is proclaimed, when we were baptized
into the name of the Triune God, and
when we partake of the body and
blood of the risen and living Lamb of
God.
But how much are we to give to this
local congregation? His instructions are
these: to give regularly (1 Cor 6:1–2),
proportionally (1 Cor 16:1–2; 2 Cor

8:12), and generously (2 Cor 8:20)
of our first fruits
(Gen 4:4; Prov 3:9;
Lev 27:30) with a
spirit of eagerness
(2 Cor 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor
8:7), cheerfulness
(2 Cor 9:7), and
love (2 Cor 8:23).

January CSC
giving was $2,635
Total

$177,214

Thus, giving to
$177,551.50
the church is not
to be an afterthought, given
after everything else is spent. In this
way, it is deliberate. We give it regularly, whenever we have income. We
set it aside beforehand, before anything else is spent. From those first
fruits, we set aside a proportionate
and generous amount. Ten percent
was the standard for the Israelites.
Tithing was a command for them. St.
Paul never mentions a tithe. Since a
tithe was the bare minimum for the
people of Israel in the Old Testament,
perhaps St. Paul had more in mind.
That aside, however, ten percent is an
easy way to figure out an amount. You
simply move your weekly, bi-weekly, bi
-monthly, monthly, or yearly income
one decimal point to the left. And
that’s it. That’s what you put in the
offering plate to support your local
congregation so that you may continue
to be a hearer of God’s word by sharing all good things with those who
teach it to you.
Continued on page 2

Tuesday Morning
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.
This group has been using the magazine “Good News”, which is published
by Concordia Mission Society. The
editor is the former LHM speaker
Wallace Schultz. There are several
editions available in the pastor’s
study/office for anyone who would
like to review a topic or use one for
personal Bible study.
Ladies Bible study WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m. This is a group of ladies
mostly around young family age although all ages are welcome. They
They have just recently started Power
of a Praying Parent so now is a great
time to join! If you know of someone
who would benefit from this group,
let them know.
If evenings are better, join us
at the Cottage Meetings the last Friday of the month at 7 p.m. hosted at
a member’s home. March needs a
host.
Pastor Snider’s Sunday Adult Bible
Study is discussing in depth Joining
Jesus on His Mission. Lively discussion
and study of God’s word using simple,
powerful and applicable insights show
you how to be on mission and recognize where Jesus is already at work in
your neighborhoods, workplaces and
schools. You will feel both relief and
hope. You may even hear yourself
say, “I can do this!” as you start responding to the everyday opportunities Jesus is placing in your path.
We hope to see all of you at one or
more of these Bible Studies.

Trinity has a Google Calendar. Contact Lynda Minger for the info to import Trinity’s calendar into your favorite
calendar, computer, phone, Kindle. Updates will be right at your fingertips when they happen. You can also contact Lynda for Trinity events that need to be added to the calendar.
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Reconciliation for the soul
cerning anything you ask, my Father in
heaven will do it for you. For where
two or three gather together as my
followers, I am there among
them’ (Matthew 18:19-20).

Adopted from LCC.
By Pastor Snider
"If your brother sins against you, go
and show him his fault, just between
the two of you. If he listens to you, you
have won your brother over. Matthew
18:15

When we seek reconciliation and come
into unity, two wonderful things happen: 1) We can pray with confidence
and get the results we need as God
directs His will. 2) We enjoy a sense of
God’s abiding peace and presence
that’s not possible as long as the issue
remains unresolved. So if you want to
walk in God’s blessing today, seek reconciliation.

After explaining the commandment
that says, ‘Honor thy father and thy
mother’ (Exodus 20:12), a Sunday
school teacher asked her class of sixyear-olds, ‘Can you think of a commandment that teaches us how to
treat our brothers and sisters?’. Without missing a beat, a little boy answered, ‘Thou shalt not kill’ (v. 13).
Seriously, why did Jesus make such a
big deal out of being reconciled to our
brothers and sisters in the faith instead
of letting disputes between us fester?
After all, He considered it important
enough to give us a three-step plan for
handling it. First, go to the person privately. Second, take two or three others with you so that what is said can be
confirmed. Third, if those two actions
don’t bring reconciliation in the relationship, take it to the leaders of your
church.

Leave your gift there in front of the
altar. First go and be reconciled to your
brother; then come and offer your gift.
Matthew 5:24
Are you at odds with someone? Is it
constantly on your heart, robbing you
of peace and even affecting your job
performance and your life in general?
Here’s what Jesus said you’re supposed to do: ‘If you are offering your
gift at the altar and ... remember that
your brother has something against
you, leave your gift there ... First go
and be reconciled to your brother; then
come and offer your gift’ (vv. 23-24).

However, if you read these Scriptures
without reading the ones that follow,
you’ll miss the whole point Jesus is
making. He said: ‘I also tell you this: If
two of you agree here on earth con-

S t e wa r d s h i p

You say, ‘I’m waiting for him to come
to me’. What if he doesn’t? Today Jesus is telling you, ‘Go and be recon-

ciled’. That’s humbling. And it’s risky,
because you may not get the response
you hope for. Why didn’t Jesus say,
‘Wait a while and the situation might
change’? Because when you allow
things to bottle up, you blow up! You
end up bringing out all the ammunition
- everything that’s bothered you about
the person for the last decade! On the
other hand, maybe you’ve decided to
‘sleep on it’ for now.
The Bible says, ‘Don’t let the sun go
down while you are still angry, for anger gives a foothold to the
devil’ (Ephesians 4:26-27).
The Enemy wants to hurt both of you
by driving a wedge between you - are
you going to let him do that? What if
you win the argument but the other
person walks away wounded and upset? What’s more important, the point
you’re trying to make or the relationship? For God’s sake, and for your own
sake, forgive, overlook the offence,
and get back to your life. What’s at
stake here is your gift! If you want God
to use and bless you, don’t wait, seek
reconciliation.
Prayer
Heavenly Father, help me to act now
and be reconciled to that someone who
I have been waiting to come to me. In
Jesus’ Name, Amen.

continued

And how are we to give it? We give it
with eagerness and earnestness. We
give it cheerfully and with love, not out
of compulsion. For through the
preaching of the gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God
has made us His children, forgiven us
all our sins, given us grace upon grace,
promised us life everlasting with Him

in His kingdom, and filled us with His
own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes
giving a joy. For it is more blessed to
give than to receive (Acts 20:35).
In repentant joy, then, do we hear
God’s Word on giving, and we let that
Word dwell in us richly. We let that
word wash over our ears and seep into
our hearts, to turn us away from our

own selfish desires and turned toward
Him in faith and love. We love the
Lord and His Word. And we desire to
do it. And when we have failed, that
Word reproves and corrects, forgives
and consoles. It calls us back to Him
who is our God, our Savior, our Father.
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P r ay e r s o f T r i n i t y
 Jude Pittenger, medical issues includ-

Praise and thanksgiving:
Blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving,
honor, power and might be to You, our
God, now and forever! Hear us who
pray in peace in the name of our Lord,
Jesus Christ.
O God, Holy and eternal, who did permit us to enter into the fellowship of
that holy suffering by which Your dear
Son, our Savior, conquered sin and
death; grant that we may celebrate the
remembrance of His passion with true
devotion, accept the cross as his disciples, and thus fulfill Your holy will;
through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord. We pray for those among us who
are in special need of your guidance
and healing:
 Barb Jacoby Prayers of thanksgiving
for a miraculous recovery from a
stroke.

ing eyes

 Joe Benkovsky--Strength and healing
 Shut ins--Betty Jean Sigro, Caroline
Cadeau, Pam and Barb Wenzel, Al
Jacoby.

 Gabby--heart condition
 Tom Corcoran, Jon’s father, diagnosed with MSA

 Faith Kukuk, Dianne and Rudy Vik,
Bill Opp, Dennis Miller -- strength and
health

 Continued healing Tina Albrechtsen,
Cynthia Snider, Joanne and Bob Hickman, Don Keiser.

 Ava Allen, Tracy Brohmen, Kenny
Cadle, Terry Kaczmarek, Charlie and
Carol Thompson, Sarah Burns, Tonya

3/5
3/7
3/8
3/14
3/16
3/18
3/19
3/21
3/21

 for the soldiers here and overseas
who are still protecting freedoms, our
own and others in the world: Matt
Hall and Brandon Snider, Jill (Engel)
Graves, Casey Sampson, Brenden
Finazzo, stationed in the States. Scott
Mikkelson stationed in the Arabian Sea
and Corbin Sherman. Scott Drexler,
Barb Yek’s nephew, in the Army reserves, deploying in June.

 for all Christians, that they would help
and defend the orphan and widow,
the poor and lonely, the homeless and
oppressed.

 Betty Jean Sigro, - blood clot
 Dave Finazzo - Internal and heart
issues

 Safe travel for Dave and Alice Finazzo
and Laura and Dave to
Florida

B i rt h days a n d A n n i v e r s a r i e s
Heidi Pelto
Robby Schlaff
Hunter Minix
Mason Martin
Joshua Krueger
Michael Groeller Jr.
Penny Myers
Kimberly Gray
Kenneth Minger

Roberts, Libby, Robin Fletcher, Kyle
Knipp in their battles with cancer

Samantha Minger
Alexa Glynn
Andrew Hollister
Lorraine Laible
Danielle Sidebottom
Dixie Russell

Janet & Raymond Salla

3/21
3/24
3/24
3/27
3/27
3/31
3/26

PAGE 4

GOOD NEWS

Christian Education
March is here and we have just started
our spring quarter in Sunday School.
The kids and teachers are having a
great time with Cross Explorations. In
February we learned about Zacchaeus
and made little “rich” Zacchaeus cookies, (and then got to eat them,
yummy!) we made hearts for Valentines because Jesus loves us and so
much more. You won’t want to miss
the fun activities we have planned and
great bible stories we will be learning
this month. Thank you to all the kids
who sang “Climb the Mountain” for
Transfiguration Sunday.
It’s time to start planning for VBS.
Would you like to be a part of this
amazing outreach? Please let me
know if you’d like to help. We have so
many large and small jobs and they are

all important. The theme this year is
Mighty Fortress: In Jesus, the Victory
Is Won! This theme ties in beautifully with our 500th anniversary of
the reformation. Think castles and
knights for decorations. All the stories are about kings. Three kings
from the Old Testament and two
about Jesus our King in the New
Testament. Make sure you mark
your calendar to save the date. July
10th-14th.
Our Euchre party was February 25th.

In Christ,
Elizabeth
Eppler

The cottage meeting will be March
31st at 7:00. We are still looking for a
host for the March cottage meeting
as well as hosts for the rest of 2017
so please consider signing up for a
month or two. If you have any questions about the cottage meeting,

Thrivent News
All Thrivent members with choice dollars, you have until March 31st to
direct those choice dollars from 2016.
You can also direct the choice dollars
you have so far this year. So, please go
to your Thrivent account or call
Thrivent to do this soon.
If you have any questions, just give me

please ask anyone on the Board of
Education, or me. The Board of Ed
held our quarterly meeting on January 18th, our next meeting is April
26th at 7:00 PM. All are welcome to
join us! We really appreciate any
and all comments and suggestions.

by barb yek

a call or talk to me at church.
Thank You! Barb
Also, thanks to Elizabeth & Marilyn
who applied for and lead Thrivent
action teams to do the trim on the
windows and get the shades for the
windows in the sanctuary. Beautiful
job.

Posse News
Posse Meeting is Thursday, March 2nd
at 7 pm. Hostess is Barb
All Trinity ladies are invited and encouraged to come!
Altar Care for March is Cathie & Joanna
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Building at Trinity

by Lynda Minger

We will be needing more help in the
upcoming months. Even when there
are enough workers, preparing a light
lunch would be a big help. Another
light duty is cleaning the church. Vacuuming and dusting need to be done in
the interims to keep things from being
an overwhelming clean up project.

around the builders schedule. The project is like a box of frogs with people
jumping in and out in the helping process as family and work schedules allow. The close knit relationship we
have as a church shows in how
smoothly we work together in this
fashion.

If you would like to be kept informed
of the schedule, Mike Myher has set us
up with an app called Crew. Sometimes work info doesn't get posted
until the night before due to working

If you have friends with particular talents that suit our building needs,
please reach out and see if they would
mind donating their time and talent to
helping. Coordinate with Mike Myher

April 4, 2017 "Luther on the Six Days of Creation"
Presented By: Dr. Ronald Delph,
Eastern Michigan University

Matthew 6:1-4 ESV / 18 helpful votes
“Beware of practicing your righteousness
before other people in order to be seen by
them, for then you will have no reward from
your Father who is in heaven. “Thus, when
you give to the needy, sound no trumpet
before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be
praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they
have received their reward. But when you
give to the needy, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing, so that
your giving may be in secret. And your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.

or Pastor regarding this. We have been
ultimately grateful to Pastors friends
Jack Marshall and Bob Busby who have
been instrumental in guiding us as well
as the hours of labor they have donated. They have been instrumental in
helping with the siding and finishing the
garage with Rob Brumm. Jon Corcoran
joined us a couple weeks ago.
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from the LCMS Stewardship Ministry Website

Our own Barb Yek will be traveling to
Nicaragua from June 24 to July 1 to
serve on a dental team for Most ministries.
This is a unique opportunity as this
team will be ministering to dental
needs as well as eye glass needs of the
impoverished residents of this country.
Below is a brief description of the purpose of this mission team
Dental Clinic Project Details:
Members of this team will demonstrate
Christ's love by tending to the physical
heath needs of those who cannot afford dental care. The dentists will
mainly extract teeth (no restorative
work). Hygienists and dental assistants
will work alongside the dentist and may
be asked to do some cleanings. Dental
teams will also offer dental hygiene
education to the patients and their
families.
Eyeglass Project Details
Using a very simple testing system,

members of this team will distribute
eyeglasses to those in need living in or
near the community being served. During the daily clinics, team members will
test patients' eyes and then fit them
with the appropriate corrective lenses.
Depending on the number of team
members, 100-300 people can be
served daily.

tions to help defray her expenses.
For the next several months this mission project will be one of the items
to select for contributions in the pew
envelopes. It will be exciting to hear
about her experiences when she returns.

All MOST Ministries' Eyeglass Clinics
include a witnessing station unless it is
prohibited by the country being served.
At the witnessing station, the Gospel
message and information about the
host church are shared by the local missionaries, national pastors, or lay ministers. Team members are always welcome to work at the witnessing station
or to share Christ's love with the patients as they come through the clinic.

There are many ways to serve MOST
mission ministries. They are always
looking for volunteers at their offices
in Ann Arbor to wash, sort, read
glasses in preparation for sending
them to the needy in the field as well
as numerous other tasks besides volunteering to serve on a mission team.
Barb and Deb Dugan have been volunteering on Tuesday afternoons for
several years. Feel free to talk to
them about the blessing of this volunteer opportunity.

We have the privilege to support Barb
in this mission through prayers for the
success of the work of Barb and this
team and to make financial contribu-

Further information about the work
of MOST ministries can be obtained
at the following website.
http://www.mostministries.org

M O S T ’ s F r e qu e n t ly a s k e d Q u e s t i o n s
Who or What is MOST Ministries?

Who Can Join a Mission Team?

policy which we fully respect.

MOST Ministries is an experienced mission sending agency recognized by the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod that
provides short term world-wide mission
opportunities for congregations, individuals and professional groups.

Teams are made up of Christians of all
ages and from all walks of life who are
willing to share their skills and interests.
Preparation for each team includes a
commitment to God for spiritual guidance and prayer, completion of an indepth servant oriented Bible study and
training for each specific project.

Where Do We Serve?

Why Short Term Mission Teams?
A mission team of 10-20 short term
volunteers working towards a specific
goal is an effective way of responding
to God's call, telling of His love and
meeting the needs of those less fortunate. Mission opportunities of one or
two weeks are designed for Christians
who have a passion for living out their
faith, caring for God's people of the
world, and participating in reflecting
God's love and extending His Kingdom
wherever possible.

Is Evangelism Always a Part of Our
Mission Projects?
At all times, MOST Ministries' staff,
leaders and team members are ready
to give reason for their hope and their
labors. Our faith is never denied. Christian education is included in our mission work whenever appropriate and
desired by the community we are serving. In some countries, formal public
evangelism is forbidden by government

Each year, our teams travel to countries such as Brazil, Cambodia, China,
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Honduras, Latvia, Mexico,
Nicaragua, Panama, Poland, Puerto
Rico and Sierra Leone. Please see
the Team Schedule or contact MOST
Ministries for the current mission
team schedule.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS
5958 M-36 West
Pinckney, MI 48169
Phone: 734-878-5977
www.trinitypinckney.org

We’re on the Web!
www.trinitypinckney.org

Look for us on Facebook

Ash Wednesday Service 7pm
Lenten Worship Services
5pm and 7pm
Soup supper 6pm
Join us at either service and connect
with Christ through his ministry
and to the cross

