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Other
opportunities to be in
God’s Word
Tuesday Morning
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.
This group has been using the
magazine “Good News”, which is
published by Concordia Mission
Society. The editor is the former
LHM speaker Wallace Schultz. There
are several editions available in the
pastor’s study/office for anyone who
would like to review a topic or use one
for a personal Bible study.

Capital Stewardship Campaign Update
Thank you to all our members and friends of Trinity for your generous commitments to our campaign. As of February 28, we have received a total of
$35,351 which includes both pledged amounts as well as unpledged contributions from congregants and friends. We are well on our way to fulfilling
our 3 year commitments!
We ask for your prayers for God's direction in our expansion so that we can
continue our mission to gather with Christ and grow where we've been
planted!

$177,214

Wednesday morning

Wednesday Ladies Bible study: This
group meets most weeks. Usually as
they near the end of one study, they
discuss which one they would be
interested in next. Some of the Bible
study authors, besides God of course,
have included: Lysa Terkeurst, Joyce
Meyer, Beth Moore, and Liz Curtis
Higgs to name a few. The Current
study is winding up an 8 week book
study of “Women Living Well: Find
your Joy in God, Your Man, Your
Kids, and Your Home”
Joining the middle of a study
is really ok.
If evenings are better, join us
at the Cottage Meetings the last
Friday of the month at 7 p.m. hosted at
a members home. May will be hosted
by Kristin and Mike Myher.
PLEASE NOTE: THIS MEETING WILL BE
HELD ON THUR MAY 29, 6:30PM

Pastor Snider’s Sunday
Adult Bible Study is starting part 2

in studying the book of Isaiah using
the Lifelight study guide. Join us as
we take an in depth look at the life of
this prophet and as we study, we also
discover the many parallels of the
times he lived in and how much they
are like our current events.

Mar$38,356
Feb $35,351
Jan $33,156

Dec $ 25,298
Nov $ 21,729
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Page
The Third Option
Pastor Snider
Trinity Lutheran Pinckney MI
I’m working at forgiving because of an incident that happened
about twenty years ago.

Anger is a natural part of being hurt.
We are hurt when someone does not
provide us with the love, attention,
respect, or fairness that we expected
or believed we deserved. We have
three choices of what to do with the
anger that is generated by the hurt or
disappointment: 1) we can express it;
2) we can repress it; or 3) we can acknowledge both the hurt and the anger and seek to resolve it through a
process of forgiveness.

Expressing anger has
its own risks. That’s
“The decision to forgive
why most of us opt for
has no strings attached. It
#2. Even though we
is a way of ... look[ing] at
sometimes lie awake at
The reason the forgivethe other person in the
night fantasizing conness process has been so
same way God looks at
versations and considerslow is that for a long
ing options. We opt for
you and them.”
time I didn’t see it as a
a demeanor that absorbs
matter of forgiveness.
the blows, while inThe other person wouldn’t have adwardly seething with resentment. Remitted to having done anything
sentment is like a good watch: it
wrong. It was characteristic of their
“takes a lickin’, yet keeps on tickin’.”
personality and if I would have exAnd so, we see the dilemma of many
pressed disapproval of his actions, he
people so hurt and filled with resentment that it has become impossible
would have accused me of being thinfor them any longer to love their
skinned and / or a whiner. So, of
“enemy” as they view the person. The
course, if he didn’t see this as someonly option they can envision is to
thing in need of forgiveness, I didn’t
avoid them and be elsewhere. The
think of it as something I needed to
opposite, people that are so resentful
forgive. Yet, the very fact that I reabout others that the only option they
member this incident after all these
can see is to stop coming to church or
years tells me it belongs now on my
to drive their enemy away.
list of things I need to work at forgiving.
But denial of anger is not forgiveness.
Neither is condoning nor excusing
These thoughts occur to me now benor tolerating wrongdoing.
The
cause I’ve been thinking a lot lately
worst is undermining the other’s
about why is it that in the church, an
reputation by making people take
institution created and formed around
sides with the use of gossip.
the cross of Christ, so little forgiveness actually takes place? Oh, sure, we
So how does one get to forgiveness?
talk a lot about forgiveness. We pubThe mistake that is often made is the
licly state to one another that we are
assumption that because the other
sinners. We will even occasionally adperson wouldn’t admit to wrongdoing
mit to having driven too fast or havand doesn’t want our forgiveness, foring not been as faithful about our degiveness is not called for. Yet, at least
votional life as we would like. But
initially, forgiveness has more to do
when it comes to actually owning up
with us than with them. It offers the
to the ways we have hurt one another
third option for what to do with our
and been hurt, the sin that impacts on
anger.
our relationships, we seem at a loss as
to what to do. And I’m convinced that
The experience of anger leads to a deone of the reasons for this is that we
sire for revenge, which does not direally don’t know what to do with anminish until the existence of resentful
ger.
feelings is acknowledged and subsequently resolved. Therefore, the first
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step in the process of forgiveness is to
admit that you have been hurt. After
all, if you are able to bear it, if it is “no
big deal,” if these things are not supposed to upset you, why do you need
to forgive? And if you don’t need to
forgive (so your mind seems to think)
then there is no need to relinquish the
noble and justifiable feelings of resentment that you continue to carry.
Forgiveness is about claiming, not denying, the hurt. Only when one has
owned the hurt is one ready to actually decide to forgive.
Your decision to forgive is the beginning of a process. Emotions sometimes take awhile to come alongside
decisions. The decision to forgive has
no strings attached. It is a gift not dependent on how it is received. Nor is
it a way of capturing the moral high
ground—“See what a good person I
am!” It is a way of beginning to look
at the other person in the same way
God looks at you and them.
Once having decided to forgive, you
are more open to understand from a
broader perspective what actually
transpired between you. The story we
carry in our memories about painful
events is rarely complete. Typically it
leaves out important details and also
includes motives we have attributed
to the other person, which at best are
debatable and open to further interpretation. Having decided to forgive,
it may be possible to have a different
kind of conversation with a perceived
enemy, one that neither minimizes the
hurt that have been experienced nor
results in further confrontation, one
that may result in a broadened understanding and a renewed relationship.
Gathered at the foot of the cross is a
time to see how destructive anger can
be in our world. Forgiveness may
seem uncomfortable but it will replace
the hurt of anger with peace.
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PRAYERS OF TRINITY
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
PRAYER LIST
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and
you will find; knock and the door will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks
receives; he who seeks finds; and to him
who knocks the door will be opened.”
Matthew 7: 7-8

Praise and thanksgiving
Gracious God and Father, we humbly
magnify the wisdom of your ways and
in childlike trust commit ourselves to
Your fatherly guidance. Uphold us, we
pray You by Your right hand, guide us
with Your counsel, and receive us at
last into glory. We pray for those
among us who are in special need of
your guidance and healing
 Dave Finazzo recovering from surgery.
 Betty Jean Sigro, Cathie Snider relief
from pain
 Helmut Bromme, Georgia Rydzewski
--strength and health
 Cynthia Snider --speedy recovery
from back surgery

 Greg Searcy who is battling lung
cancer.
 Jean Sizemore and Cas Winans who
are both battling breast cancer. and
John, (last name unknown) who is
battling brain cancer. Pray also for
his wife Kelly and their newborn
son.
 Shirley Domke, Kenny Cadle, Terry
Kaczmarek, Charlie and Carol
Thompson, Sarah Burns, Tonya Roberts, Judy Lewis , Florence Varbedian in their battles with cancer
 For the soldiers here and overseas
who are still protecting freedoms,
our own and others in the world:
Brandon Snider and Jill Engel stationed in the States. Matt Hall in Korea, Scott Mikkelson returning from
Korea.
 Strengthen our trust in You that we
may know your will for our congregation and guide us through the decisions we must make.
 Pray for our Missionaries in other
countries that they remain safe in
Your care as they spread Your Word

LWML
Ann Ann Zone LWML Women in Mission Spring Rally to be held on Saturday,
May 10 at St. Thomas Lutheran Church
in Ann Arbor.

she enjoys traveling, playing the
piano, and keeping in touch with
friends and family through the
Internet.

The guest speaker will be Alice Smith.
Her talk is entitled, "Alice in Wonderland - Navigating through Life's Tough
Transitions". She has an M.A., and is a
retired international educator. She and
her husband have lived and worked on
four continents and have traveled to over
25 countries. Her family includes two
sons, their wives, and eight grandchildren. In 2006, she received the Distinguished International Teacher of the
Year award from the Lutheran Education
Association. She has guided hundreds of
students through the writing process to
create books of their own through desktop publishing. In addition to reading,

The event will be held from 9:00 a.m
- noon. Cost of lunch: $6.00. Alice
will bring extra copies of her book
for anyone wishing to buy a
copy. Come join the fellowship and
hear about what you need to do to
navigate through the tough transitions in your life.
The in gathering for this
event will be paper products and school supplies for
St. Thomas Day care
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Great Compassion
Ministry - New in 2014
In support of the Michigan
District Critical Targets, specifically
“Great Compassion Ministry,” the
South and East Pastors’ Conference
will partner with Wellspring Lutheran
Services. They will be collecting personal needs items for donation at the
upcoming conference May 13th.
Please bring any of the items listed
below for Pastor to take to the
conference. There will be a donation
box in the Fellowship Hall:
Hygiene Items,

Deodorant
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Shampoo
Conditioners, etc

Cleaning Supplies, Windex
Bleach
Laundry Detergent
Houshold
cleaners, etc
Socks and Underwear
Child and adult
sizes
Kids like colorful
socks
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Happy Birthday!!
A very Happy Birthday from
the members of Trinity
Lutheran Church:
Jim Polenz

Cole Peterson
Aletha Hollister

5/6
5/7
5/9

Chris Friebe 5/11
Noah Frazzini

5/21

Makayla Beauchamp
Jessica Hollister

5/23

5/23

Andrew Deskins
David Finazzo

Anniversary wishes go out to:

5/18

Elizabeth Eppler

Shirley Opp

5/3

Brian Hollister

Merelyn Snider

5/27
5/27

Marilyn Brumm

5/28

Hannah Welch

5/28
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5/22

Daniel and Joanna Krueger
Steven and Heidi Pelto

5/19

5/23

Gregory and Elizabeth Eppler 5/26
Brian and Christie Frazzini
David and Alice Finazzo

5/26
5/29

Carole and Lee Clacher

5/30

There is no fear in love; but
perfect love casts out fear,
because fear involves
punishment, and the one who
fears is not perfected in love.

5/14
Ecclesiastes 11:8

1 John 4:18

However many years a man
may live, let him enjoy them
all. (NIV)

UPCOMING EVENTS
E VANGELISM W ORK SHOP

M AY 3, 9-12

Page-o’-Blessings
This is a page that recognizes persons of our
congregation who have “blessed” Trinity with their
actions. If there is someone you would like to
recognize for the blessings they’ve shown, please
print their name and the “blessing” on the slip of
paper and put it in the envelope provided on the
bulletin board in the Narthex. We have so many
blessings around us that we can thank God for.

Who: Mark Meyer
Blessing: Mark Meyer for all
the hard work done on the
parking lot

AM

The Evangelism Committee has invited Bob
Meinert to host another
workshop. Information on
pg 7

LWML
S PRING R ALLY
S ATURDAY , M AY
10 TH 9 AM - 3 PM
Ladies of Trinity: Save
the date at St. Thomas
Lutheran Church.

.C AMP L IBERTY W ORK
DAY
S ATURDAY ,
10 TH .

M AY

Come help with this local
opportunity to be good
stewards to those around
us. Details on page 8

M IN I C RAFT D AY
W EDNESDAY M AY 21

Join the ladies for Bible
study at 10:30 a.m. and
start your crafting, or
at noon for a pot luck
lunch. We will end our
day at3:00 p.m. There is
no charge for attending
but a free will offering
will be accepted if you
feel so moved.

IN

LWML
M ICHIGAN
C ONVENTION
K ALAMAZOO
J ULY 18-20

Information on page 7
T RIN ITY F AM ILY
P ICN IC
J UNE 1
V OTERS A SSEM BLY
J UNE 8
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Christian Education News
It is May already which means
only one month left of regular
Sunday School. Time to start
planning for Summer Sunday
School. Watch the narthex for a
sign-up sheet so you can sign up
for a week or two to teach our
kids. The lesson plan and materials are provided. All you need to
do is a little prep work. This has
worked well for us in the past. It
gives our regular teachers a summer break and the kids have lots of
fun being together.
We are still working on collecting
money for the Haiti Lutheran Mission Society. So far we have collected $160.05 this year so we still
need $99.95 to have enough to
send Hector and Soledad to school
for another year. Keep bringing in
your pennies and dollars.
The Board of Christian Education
met on January 14th at 7:00 pm.
Our next meeting will be May 6th
at 7:00pm. Our board meets quarterly and we always welcome anyone with ideas or concerns about
the Christian Education here at
Trinity.
Don’t miss the cottage meeting
PLEASE NOTE: This month will
be on Thursday May 29 6:30 pm
hosted by Kristin and Mike Myher
In Christ,
Elizabeth Eppler

A LOT of help is needed!
Please don’t be shy to talk to
me and I’ll find something you
are comfortable doing. Also,
did I mention that we have tons
of FUN!!

Ahoy there Mates! Get ready
for some high seas adventures
at our VBS this year with Gangway to Galilee! Save the date so
you don’t miss the boat!

Decorations needed: Anything
nautical: life preservers, nets,
etc.

July 21st-25th
It might sound like it’s a long
way off but it will go fast! I
still need lots of help. I’m looking for these leadership positions to be filled:

 Opening and Closing leader

Know what your
children are
studying

 Storytelling Leader
 Bible Challenge Leader
There are also lots of helper
positions that need to be filled.
Snack helper, craft helper,
VBS Handyman, decorations
team members (decorating is
done mostly before the week of
VBS so if you’re going to be
gone that week, I could use
your help with this!) Also about
10-15 youth helpers are
needed. VBS is Trinity’s biggest children’s outreach during
the year with around 60 kids
coming to Trinity each day, so

5/4/2014
Jesus Appears on the
Emmaus Road
(Luke 24:13–35)
5/11/2014
Peter and John Heal
the Lame Man
(Acts 3)
5/18/2014
Peter and Cornelius
(Acts 10)
5/25/2014
Peter’s Escape from Prison
(Acts 12)
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LWML
Ladies of Trinity mark your calendars for the Michigan District
LWML 35th Biennial Convention
to be held at the Radison Plaza Hotel Suits in Kalamazoo on July
18th - 20th. The Theme this Year
is "My Peace I Give You" based
on John 14:27.

Wolff. Any of you ladies who attended our fall rally last year at Our
Savior in Chelsea will remember the
wonderful talk she gave that day
based on Ecclesiastes 3, the various
seasons in life, and how we need to
remember God and His timing for
everything in our lives. It will be
fun to participate in her bible study!

Our opening proclaimer at the Friday Evening opening worship service will be Rev. Roosevelt Gray.
The bible study leader for Sat. and
Sun. Morning is Kaye Dumis

Hope many of you ladies plan on
going. You can get your registration form from Cathie Snider.

Love Inc. is desperately in need of
volunteers to answer phones and help
with client intakes. No experience is
necessary. The volunteer schedule is
totally flexible, morning or afternoon
segments, as many or as few days as a
volunteer wishes, and volunteers do
not need to be tied to any particular
day of the week or feel obligated to
come in if they can't or don't want to.
If you or anyone you know is able to
lend a couple hours of service, please
contact Love Inc. at:
Love Inc phone: 517-552-3620.
Address: 820 East Grand River,
Howell

EVANGELISM
Don’t forget about the workshop,
"Turning First-Time Guests Into
Connected Members" will take
place on Saturday, May 3rd, from 9
AM - Noon. There will be a light
breakfast served, starting at 8:30
AM. The seminar will start
promptly at 9:00 and end by noon.
Please RSVP to Kristin Myher
at kristin.myher@gmail.com or 734
-717-8763 if you are able to attend.
ALL MEMBERS ARE
INVITED AND ENCOURAGED
TO ATTEND!

Take Advantage of an Early Bird
Discount for the Lutheran Hour
Ministries Outreach Conference
Make plans now to attend the Lutheran Hour Ministries Outreach
Conference at the GM Renaissance
Center in Detroit, Mich., July 24-27.
Sign up today to take advantage of
an early-bird discount of $119 per
adult through March 31 (beginning
April 1 this rate increases to $149
per person). Groups of five or more
adults can receive a discounted
rate of $79 per person through

June 30 when registered together.
All registration fees include labs on
Thursday, main-stage sessions on
Friday and Saturday, workshops on
Friday and video and audio recordings of all sessions throughout
the conference. Meals, lodging and
evening entertainment are not included in the registration fee and
are additional costs. For more information about this dynamic conference, or to register today, visit
www.lhm.org/conference
or call 1-800-876-9880.

Camp Liberty Workday
COMING UP Saturday, May 10,
2014, Thrivent is sponsoring this
opportunity for you to serve our Lord
Jesus by helping heal and support of
Veterans and their families who served
our Country.
9am to 3pm. Orientation and opening
devotion will be between 9-9:30am.
 We will be clearing trails, planting
fruit trees and painting blinds.
 All are Welcome – youth under 18
must be chaperoned by an adult
 Come dressed for work and the
weather of the day (don’t forget
work gloves)
 Bring something of your choice to
sit on
 Lunch and tools provided by
Thrivent

Camp Liberty is 135 acre parcel of land
located approximately 45 miles south
west of Ann Arbor that is being developed as a site to help our injured veterans. Following is an informative quote
from the Camp Liberty website at
www.camp-liberty.org :
Camp Liberty was created to provide an
environment conducive to the therapeutic
experience facilitated by a natural Michigan outdoors setting. Through inclusive
outdoor recreation opportunities and unique
accessible facilities, Camp Liberty will provide programs designed to aid in the rehabilitation and reintegration of U.S. Military Service Members, Veterans, their families, and charities engaged in helping individuals that are facing health challenges.
Camp Liberty programs rely on a network
of supporters that includes an all-volunteer
workforce, donations, sponsors, and grants...
and people like you.
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tion, talk to your Thrivent advocate or
a designated volunteer coordinator in
your congregation This Workday is
sponsored by the Livingston County chapter
30007 of Thrivent, a fraternal organization whose goals and benefits encourage
people to live generously and be wise with
money.

For Sign-up, transportation arrangements, directions or further informa-
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