STEWARDSHI

“It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive,” said St. Paul, quoting our Lord
(Acts 20:35). How can this be?

Jesus and His disciples withdrew to a
mountain by the shore of the Sea of
Galilee. The crowds followed them, for
the Lord had just showered upon them
the gift of His teaching, the gift of His
Word. But the day was waning; the sun
was setting, and it was getting late.
Looking upon the crowds, Jesus had
compassion on them and asked,
“Where are we to buy bread, so that
these people may eat” (John 6:5)?
Philip said that two hundred denarii (a
day’s wages for two hundred men)
could not buy enough bread for each
of them to get a little.

But Andrew, Peter’s brother, brought a
young boy forward, who had five bar-
ley loaves and two small fish. “But,”
Andrew asked, “what are they for so
many” (John 6:9). Jesus replied, “Have
the people sit down” (John 6:10).

Then Jesus, the Son of God, gave them
a second gift, a gift from what only He
could give—a gift from above. He took
the bread and the fish, gave thanks,
blessed them, and distributed them to
the crowd. Then came the miracle. As
these five loaves and two fish were
given out, they multiplied. He fed the
hungry crowd until they were all full.
And twelve baskets full were left over.

But Jesus was not the only one who
gave that day. There is one person who
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also gave from
what he had. It
was the boy with
the five loaves and
the two fish. All
the others, includ-
ing the boy, re-
ceived the gift of a
miraculous feast.
And they would
look back on it Total
with wonder. But
the boy, when he
would look back
on it, would look
back and remem-
ber not just what he received. He
would look back with wonder and de-
light when the Son of God made his
gift into something miraculous. For it is
more blessed to give than to receive.

$177,551.50

This our Lord does for each of us. He
presses our gifts, no matter how big or
how small, into His service and works
wonders with them. He provides
through what we give: water for bap-
tism, bread and wine for the Lord’s
Supper, a man called and sent for the
preaching of the Gospel and Absolu-
tion. He provides a building in which
we can gather as His children, lights so
that we might not gather in darkness.
He provides funds for the care of the
poor and struggling, for missionaries
who preach and teach beyond our bor-
ders. He makes Christians, disciples of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ in our

Continued on page 4

giving was $2,635
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OTHER
OPPORTUNITIES TO BE
IN GOD’S WORD

Tuesday Morning

Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.

This group has been using the maga-
zine “Good News”, which is published
by Concordia Mission Society. The
editor is the former LHM speaker
Wallace Schultz. There are several
editions available in the pastor’s
study/office for anyone who would
like to review a topic or use one for
personal Bible study.

Ladies Bible study WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m. This is a group of ladies
mostly around young family age al-
though all ages do attend. They have
just recently started Power of a Pray-
ing Parent so now is a great time to
join! If you know of someone who
would benefit from this group, let
them know.

If evenings are better, join us

at the Cottage Meetings the last Fri-
day of the month at 7 p.m. hosted at
a member’s home. May needs a host.

Pastor Snider’s Sunday Adult Bible
Study is discussing in depth Joining
Jesus on His Mission. Lively discussion
and study of God’s word using simple,
powerful and applicable insights show
you how to be on mission and recog-
nize where Jesus is already at work in
your neighborhoods, workplaces and
schools. You will feel both relief and
hope. You may even hear yourself
say, “l can do this!” as you start re-
sponding to the everyday opportuni-
ties Jesus is placing in your path.

We hope to see all of you at one or
more of these Bible Studies.
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God Serves Sinners
1 Corinthians 10:16-17

By Pastor Snider for
Maundy Thurs, 2017

Paul writes

The cup of blessing that we bless, is it
not a participation in the blood of
Christ? The bread that we break, is it
not a participation in the body of
Christ?

Because there is one bread, we who
are many are one body, for we all par-
take of the one bread.

Today we look at the third command-
ment, which is? “Remember the Sab-
bath by keeping it Holy.

What does this mean? We should fear
and love God so that we do not de-
spise preaching and His word, but hold
it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.

Remembering the Sabbath Day by
keeping it holy is all about God being
God for you and you being you. The
primary status of each of us is that we
are sinners who sin. It is therefore
God’s great gift that he reaches out to
us with blessings and there is no doubt
that all people are blessed with life and
food and skills. It is no where possible
for us to understand the salvation
which is prepared for us through the
promise of eternal forgiveness.

As we ponder this third commandment
it is God who talks to us through the
Sabbath day. It is God who says
“People take a little time off from your
busy schedule so | can remind you that
| have plans for you and they are great
plans”. Now that reminder comes to us
directly through the words of Son who
was sent and commissioned to be a
savior of all people. The great scheme
is for Him to first live a perfect life to
be worthy of being a sacrifice and then
to make a promise to everyone who

would accept him as their Lord that all
their sins would be removed from their
credit.

This is done by God speaking to each
of us through his word and through
that word he makes us holy. That
means he sanctifies each of us though
hearing and believing his Word,
preached and proclaimed when a
called and ordained pastor proclaims “I
forgive you.” Through our anticipation
of eternal life we accept his promise
made for us through the preaching
that is done in his name.

Those words that are spoken by the
same person that said let there be a
universe and there was a universe cre-
ated. And then he said let there be
light and there was light and the dark-
ness was taken away by it and then he
spoke the words that created the sup-
per we celebrate when he said this is
my body and this is my blood given
and shed for the forgiveness that |
have prepared for you.

These are the words that we eagerly
listen for and that we strive to have a
complete understanding of as the
meaning is burned into our heart and
our mind. The fellowship we have with
the risen savior is a result of the fel-
lowship that is prepared for believing
in his dying on the cross as the re-
demptive power.

Each of the means of grace that God
provides for us is his way of drawing us
nearer to him and his plan is that those
means of grace will be a major portion
of all that we do when we remember
the Sabbath and come to God’s house
to assemble. It cannot happen in any
other setting. It is when the means of
grace are given and combined with the
response from us that worship be-
comes a two way street. God’s means
of grace including his promise to for-
give, his word of prophecy, his songs
and hymns of praise and the sacra-
ments where he comes to us through
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his creation of blessings of baptism
and forgiveness are only the beginning
as we use psalms and songs to praise
and honor him.

The pinnacle of worship is the right
understanding and the receiving of the
sacrifice that was made for our salva-
tion. We receive it as we hear the
Lord’s words from the Lord himself, it
is for you and for me. .

When we gather for these divine wor-
ship services it is the Lord’s service to
you and for you. He came to serve and
he is among you as we celebrate the
fellowship we have through his Words
of promise.

This is the season of understanding
and like God’s word it is prepared for
all people but not all people will gather
and even some who do will not hear.

My prayer for you is that you now have
a better understanding of the third
commandment and that the worship
that you enjoy will be blessed with the
true meaning of Divine and service.
May the bread and the wine preach
the divine promise to each of you,
each time you gather in the fellowship
of our triune God, Father, Son and the
Holy Spirit. AMEN, AMEN, and
AMENI!
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PRAYERS OF TRINITY

Praise and thanksgiving:

Blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving,
honor, power and might be to You, our
God, now and forever! Hear us who
pray in peace in the name of our Lord,
Jesus Christ.

O God, Holy and eternal, who did per-
mit us to enter into the fellowship of
that holy suffering by which Your dear
Son, our Savior, conquered sin and
death; grant that we may celebrate the
remembrance of His passion with true
devotion, accept the cross as his disci-
ples, and thus fulfill Your holy will;
through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord. We pray for those among us who
are in special need of your guidance
and healing:

T Joe Benkovsky, Jude Pittenger and
Dave Finazzo--strength and healing

9 Shut ins--Betty Jean Sigro, Caroline
Cadeau, Pam and Barb Wenzel, Al
and Barb Jacoby.

Cathie Snider- relief from pain
9 Gabby--heart condition

9 Tom Corcoran, Jon’s father, diag-
nosed with MSA

i Carolyn Benkovsky, Faith Kukuk,
Dianne and Rudy Vik, Bill Opp, Den-
nis Miller -- strength and health

I Continued healing Tina Albrecht-
sen, Cynthia Snider, Joanne and
Bob Hickman, Don Keiser.

9 Robert Clacher, Robin Fletcher, Kyle

Knipp, Don Fogel, Ava Allen, Tracy
Brohmen, Kenny Cadle, Terry
Kaczmarek, Charlie and Carol
Thompson, Sarah Burns, Tonya
Roberts, Libby in their battles with
cancer

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Jim Polenz 5/3

Aletha Hollister 5/9

Noah Frazzini 5/14
Merelyn Snider 5/18
Elizabeth Eppler 5/21
Shirley Opp 5/23
David Finazzo 5/27
Marilyn Brumm 5/28
Hannah Welch 5/28

gh
Tom & Lorraine Voltattorni 5/17

Daniel & Joanna Krueger 5/19

Steven & Heidi Pelto 5/23
Gregory & Elizabeth Eppler 5/26
Brian & Christie Frazzini  5/26
David & Alice Finazzo 5/29
Carole & Lee Clacher 5/30

Save May 7th to attend the Voters assem
This meeting will be the election of office

f Voter:
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9 for the soldiers here and overseas
who are still protecting freedoms,
our own and others in the world:
Matt Hall and Brandon Snider, Jill
(Engel) Graves, Casey Sampson,
Brenden Finazzo, stationed in the
States. Scott Mikkelson stationed in

the Arabian Sea and Corbin Sherman.

Scott Drexler, Barb Yek’s nephew, in

the Army reserves, deploying in June.

9 with thanksgiving for the gift of faith
we received at Baptism.

I for our children and young people,
who face daily assaults on their
Christian beliefs. Ask that God would
strengthen and encourage them to
stand firm while engaging others
with the Gospel.

b |
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STEWARDSHIP  continued

midst by bringing them to faith and
nurturing them in that faith. He takes
our gifts and turns them into some-
thing miraculous.

Indeed, it is more blessed to give than
to receive. Thus we give. We give of
what we have. And the Lord works His
wonders.

sembly
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rs
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EQUIPPED, EDUCATED AND ENCOURAGED

This past weekend | had the opportu-
nity to attend my first Office Worker’s
Conference. | have wanted to go the
last few times, but timing wouldn’t
allow. It was very enlightening and very
fun.

We started out on Sunday night with
the welcome and ice breakers which
was a nice time getting to meet new
people. Ice breaker games are usually
pretty fun but this was kind of neat
because we identified ourselves by
some unique thing about us when we
first registered. Trying to find a unique-
ness in yourself sometimes isn't easy
for some of us. But we had a lot of fun
running around the room meeting peo-
ple and trying to figure out what their
uniqueness was. Some of the stories
behind them were pretty interesting.
Also present was the incredible Dorothy
Zehnder, autographing her Bavarian Inn
Cookbook. Her daughter Judy spoke of
her presence in the kitchen still to this
day, she still works and checks quality
and adjusts the recipes according the
flavor of the harvest that year. Next, on
to one of the conference rooms. The
Service project was gathering donations
of women’s beauty supplies and putting
them into new and lightly used purses.
These will be sent to the battered
women’s shelters for those women
who have to leave their homes immedi-
ately and don't have time to take their
personal belongings or anything with
them. These items are essential in a
woman's self-esteem when it has been

taken to such a low point. The job went
pretty smoothly with a line on either
side of the table full of products picking
1 item from each group. After filling the
purses they were put in gift bags.

Monday morning we got up to a won-
derful breakfast and listened to Rev.
Rennie and his daughter, Esther Kauf-
man, lead us in worship songs and then
right into our keynote speaker Dr. Pam-
ela Smith who gave us some insights on
aspects of our job to help make it less
stressful, and how to handle various
situations. The breakout classes which
we attended were unique fundraisers,
essential oils, and the one | found the
most helpful was one by Lori Brown
administrative assistant to the presi-
dent's office for the Michigan district.
Her talk was different in the fact that
while she was talking, we gleaned a
greater understanding that our job is
not like that of a corporate secretary,
but rather more of a ministry as well.
Where corporations deal with custom-
ers, money, and product, ours, not to-
tally unlike the pastor, tend to deal with
the heart as well.

There were a couple of hours to wander
off on our own, and see a few things in
Frankenmuth and take a “brain break”
before dinner. We were served spétzle,
baked cod, and Bavarian Inn’s famous
chicken. Our entertainment was the
engaging Rev. Rennie and Esther. Very
talented singers with a wonderful sense
of humor and of God.

Rev Rennie is absolutely amazing on his

POSSE NEWS

Geraniums
We will be placing red
geraniums
on the altar for Pentecost
Sunday on June 4th.
Watch for more
information and
order forms in your
mailboxes the first
week in May.

Annual Church Picnic
June 4th is also the date for our so
save the date on your calendars for that
fun day!

Craft Day
Saturday, May 13th from 8am to 8pm.
Come work on your favorite project.
No worries for anything else!
Food and drinks will be provided
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BY LYNDA MINGER

keyboard, which he fondly refers to as
“the band”.

Tuesday morning breakfast and Key-
note speakers Katie and Julie Black
were a great way to kick off the day.
They helped up to take a look at our-
selves and our future and create a
“Vision” for ourselves. Churches create
one, businesses create one, but Katie
guided us in making one for ourselves,
to give us direction and help us to hear
God'’s voice in our vision as in Proverbs
29:18 Where there is no prophetic vi-
sion the people cast off restraint, but
blessed is he who keeps the law.

Another breakout session and then it
was time to go. It was a wonderful ex-
perience. We got to share what makes
our jobs so awesome and also what
things can be a trial. It lightens your
heart when you find out
that other churches have
or have had situations like
yours, a variety of ideas as
to how things were
worked out and a sense of
support and encourage-
ment. | still have one of the best con-
gregations in the state.

for you all day long!
Suggested Donation $20 Invite your
friends and have a fun "Girls Day Out"

Ladies Posse News

Next meeting is Thursday,
May 4th at 7 pm. -- All ladies are invited
and encouraged to come!
Our hostess is Lynda Minger
Altar care for May is also Lynda
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MISSIONARIES sy Barb

Update on Barb's Nicaragua Trip

It is getting closer! Hard to believe, | will
leave on this mission trip next month. It
seemed so far away when | first started
making plans. Thank you, my Trinity
family for all your love and support and
interest in my trip.

We had our first team meeting a couple
weeks ago. | am so blessed to go on my
first mission trip with this wonderful
team of people from Immanuel Lu-
theran in Alpena.

Our team leader, Lisa Marshall, is great.
She lives in Holt, so | got to know her
well as we drove the 3 hrs together to
get to the meeting .

Here is kind of a break down on how
the trip will go:

1 We fly out of Detroit at 5:25 am on
Sat., June 24

Yek

We arrive in Managua, Nicaragua at
11:58 am.

We will drive to our location in La
Cartonera Leon, have dinner that
evening, a devotion and team meet-
ing.

On Sunday we will worship with our
host church and in the evening have
our devotion and a a team meeting
to get ready for our 1st day of clinic
on Monday.

Monday thru Thursday we will have
the eye glass and dental clinic all day
at the church

Then return to our hotel for dinner,
devotion and team meetings.

On Friday, we will drive back to Ma-
nagua, do some shopping and site
seeing and go up the mountain to
see the Malaya volcano.

On Saturday, we fly back home.

I am counting on all of you to keep
me and the team in your prayers as
we make preparations for the trip
and especially the week of the actual
mission trip.

Thank you. Barb

Cottage meetings need hosts.
Please consider
hosting one of
these relaxing

Friday night
bible studys




