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FURNACE UPDATE
In June, we made the congregation
aware that the existing heating system
for the old parts of our building would
need to be replaced. The recommendation is to replace the existing, and now
nearly defunct, boiler system with
forced air. While a more costly alternative, it will allow us to add air conditioning and prevent future leaks from the
water-based radiant system. These
leaks have varied from minor inconveniences to major disruptions where extensive repairs had to be made.
The congregation was also made aware
that the church was in need of an updated water filtration system, as the
other was limping along ineffectively, as
evidenced by the ever-present iron in
the bathroom toilets. We needed a
new, effective system so our new
plumbing was not damaged. Our need

for this system was met very rapidly
when some donors from the congregation donated and installed the system.
Your generosity is much appreciated;
we are very grateful.
As of July 24th, we've raised $2335
toward our $15000 goal for heating
and air conditioning. We'll need approximately $12000 for the heat portion. We hope to raise as much of that
as we can by October 1st. We realize
everyone has been so generous with
the building fund and in their general
giving (which is essential for our day-to
-day obligations) but if you feel somoved to donate, we are ever appreciative. Prayer is always welcome as
God answers prayer!
Heartfelt thank you for a donation by
Carolyn Heidelmeyer in honor of Merlyn Heidelmeyer.

Thrivent Choice®:
Summer of Impact
The Thrivent Choice® program encourages benefit members to recommend
where Thrivent Financial distributes an
amount of its charitable grant funds.
Members make this recommendation by
directing Choice Dollars to enrolled nonprofit organizations, including churches.
Member eligibility requirements:
To be eligible to participate in Thrivent

Choice, you must be a benefit member.1 Individual eligibility is also based
on at least one of the following:
• Holding a qualifying Thrivent Financial
volunteer leadership position.
• Having $750 or more in annual premiums of qualifying insurance products.
• Having $20,000 or more in contract
value of qualifying products.
Continued on pg 6

Tuesday Morning
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.
This group has been using the magazine “Good News”, which is published
by Concordia Mission Society. The
editor is the former LHM speaker
Wallace Schultz. There are several
editions available in the pastor’s
study/office for anyone who would
like to review a topic or use one for
personal Bible study.
Ladies Bible study WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m. This is a group of ladies
mostly around young family age although all ages do attend. They have
just recently started Power of a Praying Parent so now is a great time to
join! If you know of someone who
would benefit from this group, let
them know.
If evenings are better, join us
at the Cottage Meetings the last Friday of the month at 7 p.m. hosted at
a member’s home. August’s meeting
will be held at the Sniders
Pastor Snider’s Sunday Adult Bible
Study is discussing in depth Joining
Jesus on His Mission. Lively discussion
and study of God’s word using simple,
powerful and applicable insights show
you how to be on mission and recognize where Jesus is already at work in
your neighborhoods, workplaces and
schools. You will feel both relief and
hope. You may even hear yourself
say, “I can do this!” as you start responding to the everyday opportunities Jesus is placing in your path.
We hope to see all of you at one or
more of these Bible Studies.
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Jesus on Vacation
I may be very behind the times in my
thoughts for this month but for some it
may be appropriate timing. Vacation is
a gift from your employer in the form
of a benefit. It is an amount of time
when the regular salary continues,
even when the work normally associated the job goes undone for a short
period of time.
Many of us jokingly appraise the prospect of vacation as a time we need to
recover from all the work we did in
preparation for leaving and a time of
rest that will be needed so we have
the energy catch up when we get back.
For some who are self-employed it
may be a time when the work stops
but not much changes except the
negative cash flow as gas prices soar
and motel bills add up. So the first
thing to do when you get back is to put
in place a plan to pay off the trip—if
you had any flexibility.
In my brief appraisal of the accounts of
Jesus life as it is recorded by the Gospel writers, not gospel music but scriptures, I am not able to find where Jesus
went on vacation. He did on various
occasions go off by him self to be with
His Father in deep prayer and spiritual
growth. This is not to imply that vacation is an unscriptural thing but the
thought occurs to me that taking a
vacation from the employment in our
life in general does not mean escaping
from Jesus and the Church.
I can encourage each of you to tell me
about your vacation plans so we can

pray for your safe travel while your
gone and include safe return. We all
know that many people are injured or
killed on vacation by accident so the
prayers are very timely as you depart
the safety of your home. Another suggestion is that while the family is all
together in a relaxed setting of vacation some daily devotions that include
the wonders of God’s creation and His
mercy would bring a traveling family
closer together.
The people of Israel began each day of
their “40 years vacation” with prayer
and worship. They had escaped from
their burdensome jobs there in Egypt
and now they must have felt like they
were on vacation. I’m sure some of
the kids in the back seat of your car
felt like those people of Israel who ask,
“Did you bring us all the way out here
to die?”
The part of the trip that sends a conflicting message is the one that says we
leave Jesus at home when we go on
vacation. We have enough of Church
all through the year and now we can
go about our life having fun. This is
one of the dangers as we begin to
think that we must leave God and Jesus out of our life in order to have fun.
The greatest problem is that this attitude comes back from vacation with us
and takes over the other weeks of our
life.
Our culture, the world and the evil one
want us to think that church and Bible
are unfun things. When we leave Jesus
out of our life we are sending a nega-

Look for these Apps in your App
store for a no hassle way to keep
God in your vacation.
All the stories and devotion in an
easy to use application. Nothing extra to pack, yet the Word of God is
right there as is God himself.

tive witness to each other and to our
community.
A new recipe for your vacation, if you
have one planned for this year or even
for next year. 1) Make your plans leaving each Sunday completely empty. 2)
Come to the church office and ask
Lynda or me for a listing of the
churches in the area where you are
staying including worship times. 3)
Leave a note for the location where
you will be so we can include your
travel in our prayers for that Sunday.
4) Attend worship in a strange hopefully LCMS congregation observing
how “they” do it and watch for some
neat ideas that we might use here at
Trinity. If you are visiting a family
member or friend who attends worship at a congregation other than
LCMS it is good to observe the differences there as well. I suggest that you
avoid making too much out of their
“wrong way of doing it” but help them
understand how important Jesus is to
you, you took Him on vacation with
you.
Vacation can be a time to grow closer
to the members of your family and to
have some quality time with Jesus…
after all he never got a real vacation.
Have a blessed time where ever you
travel and may your time be filled with
Grace, Peace and His Mercy. We look
forward to a recap of how wonderful
your time away has been and look forward to seeing you refreshed and renewed.
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and live animals. It is performed in a
550 foot wide, multi-level amphitheater, beginning with the resurrection of
Lazarus and containing many significant events leading to Christ's crucifixion, resurrection and ascension. During the scene of the Holy Spirit arriving
at Pentecost, they were treated to a
genuine shooting start! How's that for
timing?
CONVENTION
On Monday, June 19th, Trinity's Joanna
Krueger, Deb Dugan, Gretchen Wick,
Christie and Rachel Frazzini, Kristin and
Ruthie Myher were joined by Beth
DeMeritt and Iris Klotz from St. Thomas, Ann Arbor, and Trudy Gatz, from
Trinity, Jackson, for a road trip to the
LWML's National convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico. While in Albuquerque, they were joined by Sarah
DePriest, who was there representing
MOST Ministries.
After an overnight stop in Shelbyville,
Indiana, they traveled to Casey, Illinois,
where they saw some very large items,
including the world's largest mailbox.
They also saw a very large rocking
chair, pencil, bird cage and knitting
needles!
Next, they made their way to Oklahoma
City to visit the outdoor portion of the
Oklahoma City Bombing Memorial.
They rested that evening in Eureka
Springs Arkansas. While there they attended a performance of The Great

Passion Play. This is a very moving live
performance with hundreds of actors

After the performance, they made
their way to The Christ of the Ozarks
statue of Jesus. Taller than most humans, the hands from wrist to fingertip
measure approximately 7 feet. The
statue's arm spread from fingertip to
fingertip spans 65 feet and its overall
height is 67 feet.
On Wednesday, the ladies headed toward Albuquerque via Amarillo, Texas.
In Amarillo, they visited the Cadillac
Ranch sculpture, where Ruthie and
Rachel spray painted the cars, a local
custom. While there, Rachel saw a
rattle snake in one of
the vehicles! Next
they headed to dinner at the famous Big
Texan Steakhouse.
While nobody participated in the 72 ounce
steak challenge, all
had a hearty meal.
On Thursday, Iris,
took a hot air balloon
ride over the city.
That day, this wonderful group of ladies
participated in vari-

ous servant events which included
making care kits for the homeless and
displaced, tying quilts, and assembling
Braille books. That evening, they attended the opening worship service
where thousands of Lutherans sang
and communed together. The LCMS
National President, Rev. Matthew Harrison, gave the sermon.
Friday and Saturday were filled with
convention activities, the most important of which was the goal set of
$2.075 million dollars in mission grants
and the selection of those grant recipients! This is what it is really all about;
using our coins and dollars to help
those in our neighborhoods and those
around the world! Beth was our delegate and faithfully attended all meetings and convention meetings, placing
our votes for the Ann Arbor Area Zone.
The new LWML logo was also revealed,
causing much excitement.
Entertainment on Friday was Mariachi
San Pablo from Ysleta Lutheran Mission
in El Paso, Texas. San Pablo was both
entertaining and inspirational! Many
also attended the Diamond Dazzle on
Saturday, which reflected and celebrated the 75th anniversary of the
LWML.
Some of the group were able to visit
Old Town Albuquerque and Santa Fe
where they enjoyed delicious Mexican

Continued page 6
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Mission accomplished! God is Good!
The mission trip was all I hoped and
more!
God did of course provide for everything we needed. The flights all went
smoothly as well as all the customs
check-ins.
The members of the team were all
wonderful: big servant hearts and all
so congenial. We prayed together,
took turns leading devotions, worshiped together, worked together side
by side, everyone lending a helping
hand where needed, played together,
lots of laughter and smiles and love.
Even though there was a language barrier, the pastor at the church said they
loved seeing our smiles and that our
love for the people we were serving
and each other showed, thus showing
God's love.
Pastor Makesmos and his family and
the interpreters went almost every-

where with us and were an extremely
helpful part of our team as well.
Our first day, Saturday, was a long day
beginning at 4 a.m. Our plans were to
go to church on Sunday and then start
our clinics on Monday. When we arrived at our motel in Leon we found
they wanted us to start the clinics on
Sunday after the church service, so off
we went to the church near Telicia,
which was about a half hour drive to
start to set up to begin on Sunday. So,
we had five days of clinic instead
of four. The church building was our
clinic site. We served almost 700 people, gave out close to 800 pairs of
glasses and had about 50 dental patients. We served people from their
church and another church the first
three days, and the last two days we
served people from the town,
Telicia. Pastor Makesmos was able to
share the gospel and reach out to the
community. Some of the people were
asking when services were. Prayerfully, some seeds were sown those
couple days.

most prominent building there, and the
largest cathedral in Central America. It
is beautiful and the view from the roof
spectacular .
On Wednesday after clinic, they took
us to the ocean by Poneloya where we
enjoyed dinner and a beautiful sunset.
Friday, we left Leon and traveled to see
one of the volcanos near Nindiri Masaya. It was an awesome experience. We then stopped at an open
market that had lots of local vendors
and we were able to purchase souve-

Everyone worked hard each day at the
clinic, but then had some fun time in
the evenings.
On Tues, our interpreter, Denny, who
also was a tour guide took us on a tour
of Leon and the Catholic Cathedral,
Basilica de la Asuncion, which is the
Continued page 6

B i rt h days a n d A n n i v e r s a r i e s
Brandon Snider
Brian Frazzini
Ross Huetteman
Joe Tackett
Kyle Bickel
Allison Corcoran
Loraine Harwick
Melissa Ratliff
Thomas Wick
Susan Minock

8/1
8/7
8/8
8/12
8/13
8/13
8/13
8/13
8/14
8/18

Jill Graves
Janice Lasko
Betty Van Gorden


Deb & Robert Dugan

8/19
8/25
8/27

8/7
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continued

fare. They also got to experience a
drive through the Turquoise Trail to see
some of the beautiful region.

stations of the cross, a memorial to the
unborn, and a beautiful gift shop and
restrooms.

They were blessed with safe travels all
along the way. The ride home was long
but uneventful. They made a stop in
Groom, Texas, along I-40. Here was one
of the nicest rest stops one could ever
visit. It included a 19 story cross, the

They thank God for the opportunity to
combine travel with the business of
the LWML, for the new friendships
that were made, the existing friendships that were strengthened, and the
opportunity to serve Him and others.

A F T E R G LOW O F N I C A R AG U A b y B a r b Y e k
nirs . Then on to Managua where we
spent the night and flew home on Saturday.
I want to again say thank you to my
Trinity family for all your prayers and
support. Just knowing you were all
praying for me that week made my trip
even better.
Some of you have asked me if I would

go again and the answer is YES! I am so
happy to have had the opportunity to
serve God by helping the people in
Nicaragua . I think we did a lot of good
and pray they all felt the love of God
and will want to know God better and
know that He sent His Son Jesus to be
their Savior.

enjoying coffee and a few treats from
Nicaragua.

I hope you enjoyed the coffee hour on
the 23rd, seeing some pictures and

If you have any questions, please just
ask me as I am excited to share.

I plan to do another little presentation
with a CD of pictures and short videos
and can share more about my
trip. And, of course there will be some
food!

T h r i v e n t C h o i c e ® : S u m m e r o f I m pac t
Member eligibility is determined
monthly and reevaluated on an annual
basis.
Qualifying volunteer positions
Congregational leadership positions:
• Congregational Advocate
• Lead Congregational Advocate

Be part of something
bigger!

 Direct today through this online lim-

 Members are invited to direct 50

 Just registered on Thrivent.com?

Choice Dollars®.

 Help Thrivent support organizations
that do good across the country.

 More than 36,000 enrolled nonprofit organizations to choose from.

ited-time event.
Choice Dollars will be available for
you to direct within two weeks of
registration.
If you have any question, you can contact Darren Van Hevel
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Christian Education
I want to give a huge thank you to all
at Trinity who support in some way or
another our VBS outreach. From donating snack items or loaning us buckets to taking down and putting up the
tents, we can’t have a successful VBS
without each of you! We had an average of 36 kids a day and 50 kids who
were registered and came at least one
day. That is a lot of kids hearing the
good news of God’s Grace. I want to
especially thank the leaders who spent
a lot of time and effort to make their
area fun & special. Those of you who
are able to be there for the week of
VBS know who the leaders are but for
those who can’t be there, I want to list
them all (in no particular order.)
Pre-School Directors: Barb Yek & Deb
Dugan
Snacks: Melissa Ratliff
Storytelling: Quinn Erisman
Decorating: Helen Riggs & Tina Erisman
Bible Challenge: Dan Krueger
Games: Laura Groeller
Music & Opening & Closing: Lois
Brumm
Crafts: Cheryl Polenz & Marilyn Brumm
Publicity: Lynda Minger

Closing Celebration: Joanna Krueger
Including these gifted leaders, we
had 25 people helping at VBS each
day! (10-12 were teens and they
were awesome at their jobs!) Some
of them couldn’t make it every day
but came all the days they could,
and others were there faithfully filling in where needed each day of the
week. Each year when it comes
time to thank everyone I feel overwhelmed by all the support our VBS
program receives. As I told the parents at our Friday closing, pretty
much everyone at Trinity is involved
in making our VBS happen.
All the kids I’ve talked to had a really
fun week! A few parents have told
me that their kids are singing their
VBS songs non-stop. I’m so thankful
our church family is able to provide
a fun, Christ filled week for the kids
of our church, their friends, and anybody else in the community who
wants to come.
Our closing celebration on Friday
was amazing as always. We had lots
of great food (Sponsored by Thrivent
Financial) and fellowship, beautiful
weather, and some wonderful singing and excitement from the kids.
With Friday night’s offering, we collected over $800 for “Sharing God’s
Mighty Word” in one week!

There are only a few weeks left of
Summer Sunday School. I can’t believe it but it’s time to start lining up
teachers for Fall Sunday School. If
you’d like to teach again this year let
me know. If you think you might
want to join our team of teachers,
please talk to me. We have a great
curriculum called Cross Explorations.
All materials are provided. We set it
up so you only have to teach every
other week and we’re very flexible.
Also, we have subs so if you have to
miss, no worries! With our new curriculum the teaching time is only 20
minutes! In addition to some teachers and substitutes, I’m also looking
for people who will help plan the
Express portion of our Sunday
School. This is the part where we
play a game, have a snack, do a skit,
craft or service project that expresses what we learned in our bible
story that day. All the suggestions
are provided. The volunteer would
just need to pick the activity and
gather the supplies so it’s ready for
Sunday.
Rally Day is scheduled for September
10th 2017. Plan to come and kick off
our Sunday School year! If you’d like
to help plan our Rally Day this year,
let me know.
In Christ,
Elizabeth Eppler

Audio/Visual: Kristin Myher

R e f o r m at i o n C e l e b r at i o n I n g at h e r i n g
Anniversary
Reformation
Worship Service
In-gathering
METRO WEST
REGION
As part of our Here We Stand 500th
Anniversary Reformation Worship Service we are asking congregations by
region to collect an in-gathering to be

brought to the worship service at the
Breslin Center on October 15, 2017.
There will be collection trucks on-site
beginning at 11:30am.
Your donations will support the
Women’s Center of Greater Lansing
womenscenterofgreaterlansing.org
Please collect the following items:
• Travel Size Hygiene Items
• Feminine Products

• New Women’s Socks
• New Women’s Underwear

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS
5958 M-36 West
Pinckney, MI 48169
Phone: 734-878-5977
www.trinitypinckney.org

We’re on the Web!
www.trinitypinckney.org

Look for us on Facebook

Sunday, October 15, 2017
East Lansing, MI
Michigan District-wide
Reformation Worship
Service
Breslin Center at Michigan State
University
2:00 p.m. Concourse Displays
Open
4:00 p.m. Pre-Service Concert
5:00 p.m. Celebration Worship

