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Other
opportunities to
be in God’s Word

$177,214

Tuesday Morning
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.
This group has been using the
magazine “Good News”, which is
published by Concordia Mission
Society. The editor is the former
LHM speaker Wallace Schultz.
There are several editions available
in the pastor’s study/office for anyone who would like to review a
topic or use one for a personal
Bible study.

July $1,504
June$915
April $923
Mar $5,910
Feb $1,669
Jan $1,715
Dec $22,212.25
Nov.$6,238
Oct.$2,693
Sept.1,481
Aug $2,025
July $3,121

May$2,220
Apr $1,337
Mar$3,185
Feb $2,195
Jan $7,314

Dec $ 4,113
Nov $ 21,729

Wednesday morning
Wednesday Ladies Bible study:
This group meets most weeks.
The Ladies' Bible Study will be
starting their new study on August
5th, GOD IS IN THE LAUNDRY
ROOM. There's more to life than
daily task lists and repetitive
chores. There has to be . . . right?
If evenings are better, join us
at the Cottage Meetings the last
Friday of the month at 7 p.m.
hosted at a members home.
Sept. 25th at Betty Jane
Van Gorden’s
*More Hosts needed for 2015*
Pastor Snider’s Sunday
Adult Bible Study is on part 2
in studying the book of Isaiah using the Lifelight study guide. Join
us as we take an in depth look at
the life of this prophet and as we
study, we also discover the many
parallels of the times he lived in
and how much they are like our
current events.
We hope to see all of you at one
or more of these Bible Studies.
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GLAD TIDINGS

Pastor’s Page
A CRITICAL TIME
TO BE A CHRISTIAN
20 August, 2015
by Benjamin Ulledalen
Do you ever get tired of watching the
news? I know I do. The world seems to
grow darker and more perverse each
day.
Sometimes middle-aged pastors
(perhaps a bit jokingly) say they are
glad to be nearing retirement, and that
they take comfort in the fact that they
will be dead and gone before things
really get difficult for the church in our
country. They say my generation will
face all manner of challenges previously
unknown to American Christians. They
are probably right. But that is no reason
for self-pity, despair, anger. No matter
what—it is never a bad time to be a
Christian. I think it is an interesting, challenging, and important time to be a
Christian. I also think it is a critical time
to be involved in campus ministry.

about what is happening out in the
world, LCMS campus ministries around
the country give me tremendous hope.
We may worry over decreasing moral
standards in our country, the crude
behavior of many young people, Islamic
extremism, or learned people who dismiss, undermine, and mock the gospel.
All of these worries incarnate themselves in very real ways on our university campuses. But the Gospel of Christ
has the power to save and the power to
transform lives. I am thankful that the
Lord has placed me in a ministry where
so many challenges and opportunities
intersect.

At Lutheran campus ministries we
preach the Gospel and show the love of
Christ to students from around the
world. Jesus’ kingdom comes to students from a variety of backgrounds.
Many Lutheran students from Michigan
and beyond attend CMU—but so do
international students from countries
around the world. It’s the same story
with many other college campuses. This
Jesus promised that suffering will find
means that university campuses are
us no matter what—that’s what it
mission fields ripe for the harvest. Cammeans to follow Him. Jesus also prompus ministries equip students who are
ised to be with us always. He has been
already Lutheran to live out their faith in
to Hell and back. On the cross He exa challenging environment. It is my
perienced the most profound, unimagprayer that LCMS campus ministries will
inable suffering: utter separation from
prepare these Lutheran students to be
God the Father on account of the sins
salt and light in an increasingly perverse
of the whole world. Jesus has seen it all
and dark world. Yet we also have the
before. Nothing can surprise Him. By
joy of exposing non-Christian students
His birth and Bapto the saving
tism He declared
story of Jesus—
war on everything
many of them
wrong with our
from countries
world. Your Baptism
“Baptism enlists you in Jesus’ army.”
violently hostile
enlists you in Jesus’
to the church. It
army. He redeemed
is my prayer that
you from sin, death,
the Gospel
and everlasting conwould continue to spread throughout
demnation with His holy, precious
the world—even to troubled countries—
blood and His innocent suffering and
because of the work done at our Michideath. He redeemed you for a purpose
gan campus ministries.
too: to live under Him in His kingdom
and serve Him in everlasting righteousThat’s why I am hopeful despite all the
ness, innocence, and blessedness. With
bad news out there. God’s kingdom
Jesus as your Lord, it is never a bad time
comes when His Word is preached in its
to be a Christian.
truth and purity, and we live holy lives
according to it. The only weapon we
I am a brand-new pastor at one of sevhave in the fight against evil is God’s
eral campus ministries in the Michigan
Word. Your leader in the fight is Jesus
District—and one of hundreds of The
Christ, your victorious and risen Lord.
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod camYou can play a part in the coming of
pus ministries. Our ministry is located
God’s kingdom. In fact, there is really no
directly on the campus of Central Michichoice or option in the matter. Jesus
gan University in Mount Pleasant. Even
tells us to love our neighbors. We are
though I get very little good news

also to confess His saving Gospel. We
are blessed to have neighbors from
around the country and around the
world spending time here in Michigan.
You can actually do something in your
own backyard about all the bad news
you hear by supporting Michigan campus ministries.
What can you do?
Here are some practical ways to live out
the love of Christ to your university
neighbors:
Students face some of the most challenging years of their lives while in college. Yet they also have the opportunity
for profound growth. Pray that God
would guide them, support them, and
that they would avail themselves of the
opportunities for spiritual growth and
guidance that we offer. Pray for pastors,
church workers, and lay people involved in campus ministry—pray that
the Lord would grant us boldness, wisdom, and strength. Pray that many unbelievers would come to faith, and pray
that many Christians would grow in the
faith.
Prep your kids. Whether you are a parent, pastor, Sunday school teacher, or
friend please prepare your young people for leaving home. It is never too
early or too late to start. Their faith will
be tested like never before at college.
They will face fleshly temptations as
well as intellectual assaults. Prepare
them through conversation, prayer, and
Bible study. Teach them the importance
of church attendance by example. Make
church a priority in your family. Warn
them of the dangers of the world–but
most importantly, remind them of the
beautiful, powerful, saving message of
Jesus.
Join us. Find out if you have a campus
ministry nearby. Consider attending
church there from time to time. Get to
know campus church workers as well as
students. Age and other demographic
factors do not matter. We are all part of
the body of Christ. Many retirees actively serve our campus ministry at
CMU. Our college students often enjoy
babies and young children worshiping
with them. Your college-aged brothers
and sisters need you! Prayerfully consider offering your time, skills, or money
in support of Kingdom work on college
campuses.
Continued page #...
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Prayers of Trinity
Praise and thanksgiving:
O God, our heavenly Father, who
through Your Son has promised us Your
Holy Spirit, send down upon us that
same Spirit, that He may teach us to
show forth Your Praise, not only here
on earth in weakness, since we know
Your power and glory only from afar,
but also in power and glory on that day
when united with the choir of angels,
we shall see You face to face, through
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord. We pray for those among us who
are in special need of your guidance
and healing:

 Dennis Miller and family--strength
and healing from bladder cancer
surgery. Chemo will be over the coming weeks

 Caroline Cadeau home with illness

 Jamie Hollister, Tina Albrechtsen-healing.

 Faith Kukuk--continued strength and
health

 Prayers to guide the doctors in diagnosing Beth Miller

 Betty Jean Sigro, Cathie Snider relief
from pain

 Tom Corcoran, Jon’s father diagnosed with MSA

 Kaye Wick, Dianne and Rudy Vik, Sue
Opp, Bill Opp, --strength and health

 Continued healing also Cynthia
Snider, Joanne and Bob Hickman.

 Kenny Cadle, Terry Kaczmarek, Charlie and Carol Thompson, Sarah Burns,
Tonya Roberts, in their battles with
cancer.

 For the soldiers here and overseas
who are still protecting freedoms, our
own and others in the world: Nick
Cardoas to Africa, Matt Hall and Scott
Mikkelson in Hawaii, Brandon Snider
and Jill (Engel) Graves stationed in
the States.

 For students starting their first year of
college, that they would find Christian friends and make good decisions
while living away from home for the
first time.

 Steve Hill--help the doctors figure out
the sudden illness and problem walking.

I n t ro d u c i n g o u r 2 0 1 5 - 1 6 C h u rc h l e a d e r s
Council Members
President
Vice-President

Greg Eppler
1 vacancy

Dan Krueger
Tom Voltattorni

Trustees

Council Secretary
Melissa Ratliff (to be
appointed)

Christian Ed

Elizabeth Eppler
Mitch Minger
Laura Groeller
Bridgette Tackett

Evangelism

Deb Dugan
Sharon Meyer
Cathy Snider

Financial Secretary
Janice Lasko
Treasurer

Helen Riggs

Elders

Mike Myher
Dan Krueger

Bryan Bickel
Mark Meyer
Tom Votattorni
Joanna Krueger

Lynda Minger
Stewardship

Kristin Myher
Gretchen Wick
Christie Frazzini

Please keep these members in your
prayers for guidance and wisdom as
they make important church decisions.
Also give them your support and encouragement

Pa s to r ’ s pag e c o n t i n u e d
Talk to us and talk about us! Do you
know a college student? Encourage
him or her to get plugged in with a
local church or campus ministry. And
please share your students’ info with
us—universities do not provide us with
student contact information. The Michigan District has just rolled out a special
online form so that you can connect
your college students with us. We
would love to invite them to worship,
meals, fellowship activities, and other

special events—but we need
your help! Please help connect
campus ministries with your
young people.

pass the Gospel onto another generation of Christians and converts,
not only is there hope for eternal
life, but there is also the hope that
the church can positively impact
our world even as the days seem to
grow darker.

Your support of campus ministries can touch the lives of individual students in tangible and
profound ways. You can do
your part— however small or
large— to make the world
Concordia Chapel Ann Arbor, MI
a better place. By helping
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T h a n k yo u , T h r i v e n t
A Big Thank You to Thrivent for the
Action Grants they gave us to help with
VBS costs and to sponsor the Friday
night picnic and program.
VBS was awesome again this year!
God is Love and is definitely at work
through all of us here at Trinity helping
us to share His Love by telling others
about Jesus, our Savior. Praise God from
Whom All Blessings Flow!

The T-shirts they provided us with were
really comfy and were a good way to
identify who all the staff were during
our VBS week.
Thank you also to Darren VanHevel, our
Thrivent rep., and his family who
joined us for our Friday Evening
festivities.
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Christian Education News
The decorations are down, the staff has
recuperated, Camp Discovery is over.
But guess what! Kids are still singing
the songs they learned at VBS and displaying their fun crafts for their friends
and families to see. Some of them are
already looking forward to next summer when they get to come back to
Trinity Lutheran for an amazing week of
learning about Jesus. VBS went very
smooth this year and it’s all because of
the hard work and pre-planning of our
leaders and the whole congregation
who pitched in and helped. We couldn’t have this great community outreach
without all of YOU!
Our attendance this year ranged from
38 on Thursday to 46 on Tuesday.
Every day we had 26 to 29 staff people
there to help. That makes a total of
almost 70 people at church each day.
Our goal was to have 60 registered
students. Some of these kids only come
1 day but they still count in our numbers of total kids reached. We were so
close to our goal with 58 kids registered! (If I count our 2 pint sized
“helpers” Zachary and Sam we made it
to 60!)

Big City Mission. You can read more
about it here.
https://www.lcms.org/bigcitymission.
During the week of VBS we collected
$590.00! That is a lot in 5 short days!

Ready for the VBS Kids!!

We also collected offering Friday night
and another $200 was donated.
Thanks again to all of you who helped
in even the smallest of ways. I really
appreciated everything!

The Friday night
closing celebration
was fun too. We
Summer Sunday
“Rally Day is coming up
forgot to count
School is over so
how many people
I’m in need of
on September 13th.”
were there but I’m
teachers for the
guessing around
year. If you’d like
85. The kids did a
to teach again this
great job of showing their parents and
year let me know. If you think you
all those who attended what they
might want to join our team of teachers, please talk to me. We have a great
learned all week.
curriculum called Cross Explorations. All
Our Mission project for the week was
materials are provided. We set it up so

Up coming Events
SEPTEMBER POSSE MEETING HAS
BEEN CHANGED!! The Posse will have
their first meeting of the new Church
Year on Thursday Sept. 10 at 7:00 pm
Rally Day will be Sept. 13th. This will
be the first day of the more formal Sunday School Curriculum.

you only have to teach every other
week and we’re very flexible. Also, we
have subs so if you have to miss, no
worries! With our new curriculum the
teaching time is only 20 minutes! In
addition to some teachers and substitutes, I’m also looking for a team of 2 or
more people who will help plan the
Express portion of our Sunday School.
This is the part where we play a game,
have a snack, do a skit, craft or service
project that expresses what we learned
in our bible story that day. All the suggestions are provided. The team would
just need to pick the activity and gather
the supplies so it’s ready for Sunday.
Rally Day is coming up on September
13th. Would you like to be on a planning team to make Rally Day extra special and fun for our kids? If so, let me
know. Please plan to come and invite
your friends, cousins and neighbors
too!
The cottage meeting will be Friday,
September 25th at 7:00 and is hosted by
Betty Jane Van Gorden. We are still
looking for 2015 hosts so please consider signing up for a month or two. If
you have any questions about the cottage meeting, please ask anyone on the
Board of Education, or me. The Board
of Ed held our quarterly meeting on
July 14th at 7:00 PM. Our next meeting
is October 13th at 7:00. All are welcome
to join us! We really appreciate any and
all comments and suggestions.
In Christ,
Elizabeth Eppler
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Life Chain is coming up
When: Sunday, October 4th
from 2:00—3:30 pm
Where: Pinckney Town Square
along M-36
Please contact: Trinity Lutheran
Church
c/o Deb Dugan for more information or
to answer questions regarding this
event.

tional slavery in America, what might
He use to end the legal mutilation of
our preborn citizens? Under Roe v.
Wade and Doe v. Bolton, America has
become one of the world’s most violent
nations. Also, in June of 2013, the U.S.

ddugan48137@yahoo.com
734-255-7264
Seven Reasons Why Christians
Should Attend the Local Life Chain
1) To both receive ministry and to minister to the public, aided by the Holy
Spirit. If we the church accept the ministry God has for His sons and daughters, He will empower us to minister
truth to motorists and pedestrians and
do so with humility, compassion, and
conviction.
2) To provide God a witness to anoint
and use to save lives and change hearts
in each local area. Life Chain is only a
first step into pro-life activism, but it’s an
important step that tests our hearts and
helps prepare us to defend the defenseless among us. Such is the story of the
Good Samaritan and the story of
Christ’s Bride, the humble sheep who
meet urgent needs in Matthew 25. Let
us the church love the Preborn and
embrace mercy and justice. In so doing
we defend our homeland more ably
than can our military arsenal.
3) To join a national prayer chain that
seeks God's forgiveness and intervention. "If my people, who are called by
my name, will humble themselves and
pray... [2 Chron. 7:14]." Consider the
moral decay today in church, government, academia, and commerce. Consider the attack on traditional marriage.
Consider the epidemics of pornography, sexual disease, cohabitation, illegitimacy, divorce. All are linked to abortion
and innocent blood. If God used a
catastrophic civil war to end institu-

Supreme Court struck down America’s
Defense of Marriage Act and opened
the door for same-sex marriage in contested areas. Legal abortion and its
grievous impact will cease when the
church unites against it.
4) To better understand the impact
abortion is having on our country and
why the church must end the killing.
The church can defeat legal abortion
and its allies if we move beyond the
“abortion issue” and value preborn humanity and their progeny as we should.
Our lukewarmness grieves God, who
assures us He “avenges blood” and
does not forget “the cry of the afflicted
[Psalm 9:12].” Of Judah, God said before their captivity, “They do not plead
the cause of the fatherless to win it
[Jere. 5:28].” Satan’s goal is to steal our
compassion and urgency and limit us to
“good works” that do not confront
deadly evils like abortion.
5) To move the church from the sanctuary to the “city gates” and marketplace.” For 45 years (since Colorado and
California legalized abortion in 1967),
we the church have yielded substantially to détente rather than press for a
breakthrough against legal child killing.
Thus the essentiality of resolute pastoral
exhor-tation and mobilization of laity.
Wrote Afro-American pastor Clenard
Childress, Jr. in No Shepherds Cry: “The

pew cannot do what the pulpit is suppose to do.” Of urgent need are shepherds who will lead, who will equip
themselves for battle and inspire their
sheep to do likewise. Then endangered
lambs will have protection.
6) To honor our youngest citizens who
perish needlessly, usually within blocks
of multiple church altars. Let us acknowledge our replication of the German church under Nazism and cultivate
heart for probably well over 100 million
U.S. Preborns and millions more in Canada who have died from surgical abortions and chemical birth controls. Like
unto European Jews, the children had
only the church to rely on.
7) To help build a resolute army of
Christians who are pro-life in both word
and deed. Let us engage the enemy,
boldly and strategically, until the curse
of legal abortion is lifted and America
and Canada again provide security and
freedom for every citizen, born and
preborn. That we can do. We have the
means.
Let us attain the will.
Life Chain is a peaceful, prayerful, legal,
family friendly, nationwide PRO-LIFE
demonstration! Members of communities throughout the nation will be forming a virtual life chain across the country on this day in support of life.
Take a stand for life with hundreds of
others in this visual statement against
abortion. We will line the sidewalks of
Main Street Pinckney. Friendly signs will
be available at the Gazebo in the town
square. Feel free to bring folding chairs.
Come rain or shine and bring a friend.
Donations to cover the cost of signs are
welcome.
“Do not be afraid” MT 14:27
Together with Christ, we can make a
difference!
.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS
5958 M-36 West
Pinckney, MI 48169
Phone: 734-878-5977
www.trinitypinckney.org

We’re on the Web!
www.trinitypinckney.com

Look for us on Facebook

Howell-Hartland-Fowlerville-Pinckney CROP
Hunger Walk
Sunday, October 4
2:00 p.m. (check-in 1:30)
First Presbyterian Church,
323 W. Grand River, Howell

5 or 1 mile walk routes through beautiful Howell neighborhoods

