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Other
opportunities to
be in God’s Word
As of September we have reached a
total of $105,731toward our goal!!
$177,214

October $1,890
September $2,809
August $2,811
July $1,504
June $915
April $923
Mar $5,910
Feb $1,669
Jan $1,715
Dec $22,212.25
Nov.$6,238
Oct.$2,693
Sept.1,481
Aug $2,025
July $3,121
May$2,220
Apr $1,337
Mar$3,185
Feb $2,195
Jan $7,314
Dec $ 4,113
Nov $ 21,729

Tuesday Morning
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.
This group has been using the
magazine “Good News”, which is
published by Concordia Mission
Society. The editor is the former
LHM speaker Wallace Schultz.
There are several editions available
in the pastor’s study/office for anyone who would like to review a
topic or use one for a personal
Bible study.
Wednesday Ladies Bible study
at 10:00 a,m.: This group meets
most weeks. The Ladies' Bible
Study will be starting their new
study. Living a Chocolate
Life invites women to savor God’s
rich and endless supply of grace in
Christ.
If evenings are better, join us
at the Cottage Meetings the last
Friday of the month at 7 p.m.
hosted at a members home.
Dates are different due to Holidays: Dec. 18 at Bickels
*More Hosts needed for 2016*
Pastor Snider’s Sunday
Adult Bible Study Joining Jesus
on His Mission will alter the way
you see your life as a follower of
Jesus and take you beyond living
your life for Jesus to living life with
Jesus. Simple, powerful and applicable insights show you how to be
on mission and recognize where
Jesus is already at work in your
neighborhoods, workplaces and
schools.
We hope to see all of you at one
or more of these Bible Studies.
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5 to 4 Decision
The LORD of hosts is with us;
Jacob is our fortress (Psalm 46:1–7).

the God of

A one-person majority of the U.S. Supreme Court got it wrong – again.
Some 40 years ago, a similarly activist
court legalized the killing of children
in the womb. That decision has to
date left a wake of some 55 million
Americans dead. Today, the Court has
imposed same-sex marriage upon the
whole nation in a similar fashion. Five
justices cannot determine natural or
divine law. Now shall come the time
of testing for Christians faithful to the
Scriptures and the divine institution of
marriage (Matthew 19:3–6), and indeed, a time of testing much more
intense than what followed Roe v.
Wade.

Like Roe v. Wade, this decision
will be followed by a rash of lawsuits. Through coercive litigation, governments and popular
culture continue to make the
central post-modern value of
sexual freedom override “the
free exercise of religion” enshrined in the Bill of Rights.

The Caesar cult in its manifold
forms, the deification of the
state, is one great form of the
defection from the [true] idea of
the state. There are also other
possibilities of such defection.
The government can forget and
neglect its tasks. When it no
longer distinguishes between
right and wrong, when its courts
are no longer governed by the
strict desire for justice, but by
special interests, when government no longer has the courage
to exercise its law, fails to exercise its duties, undermines its
own legal order, when it weakens through its family law parental authority and the estate of
marriage, then it ceases to be
governing authority.

Raising such a question can lead
to heavy conflicts of conscience.
But it is fundamentally conceivable, and it has time and again
become reality in history, that a
governing authority has ceased
to be governing authority. In
The ramifications
such a case
of this decision
there may inare seismic. Prodeed exist a
“.We affirm the human rights of
ponents will seek
submission to
all individuals ...”
to drive Chrisa
superior
tians and Chrispower.
But
tian institutions
the duty of
out of education at all levels;
obedience against this power no
they will press laws to force
longer exists. [Hermann Sasse,
faithful Christian institutions and
“What Is the State?”(1932)]
individuals to violate conAs faithful Christians, we shall
sciences in work practices and
continue to be obedient to just
myriad other ways. We will have
laws. We affirm the human
much more to say about this.
rights of all individuals and the
During some of the darkest days
inherent and equal value of all
of Germany, a faithful Lutheran
people. We respect the divinely
presciently described how govgiven dignity of all people, no
ernments lose their claim to lematter their sexual preference.
gitimate authority according to
We recognize that, under the
Romans 13.
exacting and demanding laws of

God, we are indeed sinners in
thought, word and deed, just as
are all (Romans 3:9ff.). We confess that the “blood of Jesus
Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us
from all our sins” (1 John 1:7).
We confess that God’s divine
law of marriage and the entire
Ten Commandments apply to
all, and that so also the
life-giving sacrifice of Christ on
the cross is for all. It is a
“righteousness of God through
faith in Jesus Christ for all who
believe” (Romans 3:22).
However, even as we struggle
as a church to come to a unified
response to this blatant rejection
of the entire history of humankind and its practice of marriage,
“We shall obey God rather than
man” (Acts 5:29). Christians will
now begin to learn what it
means to be in a state of solemn
conscientious objection against
the state. We will resist its imposition of falsehood upon us,
even as we continue to reach
out to those who continue to be
harmed by the ethic of radical
sexual freedom, detached from
God’s blessing of marriage. And
we will stand shoulder to shoulder with Christians, churches
and people of good will who are
resolute on this issue.
God help us. Amen.

Pastor Matthew C. Harrison
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Prayers of Trinity
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
PRAYER LIST
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek
and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to
you.
For everyone who asks receives; he
who seeks finds;
and to him who knocks the door will be
opened.”
Matthew 7: 7-8
O God our heavenly Father who
through Your Son has promised us
Your Holy Spirit send down upon us
that same Spirit that He may teach us
to show forth Your Praise not only here
on earth in weakness since we know
Your power and glory only from afar
but also in power and glory on that day
when united with the choir of angels
we shall see You face to face through
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord. We pray for those among us who
are in special need of your guidance
and healing

“But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid,
Mary; you have found favor with God. You will
conceive in your womb and give birth to a son,
and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great
and will be called the Son of the most High. The
Lord will give him the throne of his father
David’” (Luke 1:30-32).
Here we see the process again,
“conceive” and “give birth to.” But this
particular process reveals a miraculous
difference. Mary conceived, not by procreative biology, but by the intervention
of divinity. A holy embryo is conceived,
a God embryo taking our place from
the moment of conception and passing
through all the stages our development
to redeem our sinful beginning and

Quick healing for Cathie Snider’s
back surgery and success with pain
relief.



Carol Clacher’s sister ,Lois Donovan, with kidney failure and
brother Rick Rickert, serious heart
issues.



Praise and thanksgiving:

Womb Winner



Dennis Miller - Continued strength
and healing as he resumes his
chemo treatments these next few
weeks.



Continued healing also Cynthia
Snider Joanne and Bob Hickman.



Steve Hill--help the doctors figure
out the sudden illness and problem walking.



Kenny Cadle, Terry Kaczmarek
Charlie and Carol Thompson,
Sarah Burns, Tonya Roberts in
their battles with cancer.



For the soldiers here and overseas
who are still protecting freedoms
our own and others in the world:
Melissa VanGorden deployed to
Iraq. Matt Hall and Scott Mikkelson in Hawaii Brandon Snider Jill
(Engel) Graves Casey Sampson
stationed in the States and Corbin
Sherman who entered boot camp
Sept 15



Caroline Cadeau home recuperating.



Jamie Hollister, Tina Albrechtsen-healing



Faith Kukuk--continued strength
and health



Michael Moorehouse awaiting
heart transplant



Betty Jean Sigro Cathie Snider relief from pain



Tom Corcoran Jon’s father diagnosed with MSA





Kaye Wick Dianne and Rudy Vik
Bill Opp -- strength and health

Catherine and Children were
Grand Marshalls, Cathie and
Merelyn drove the vehicle



LWML Rally attendees, Christ Our
King is in Saline, not Chelsea.

Excerpts from Biblical Biology
by Dr. James I.Lamb
development. Now there is help and
hope from the moment of conception!
Jesus would develop and be born and
live and suffer and die and rise again
and ascend into heaven. He wins!
When we leave the underwater world
of the womb and are splashed in the
waters of Holy Baptism, we live under
water again--the waters of God’s grace
in Jesus. Baptized in Christ, we share in
His victory. In Him, we win! Now we
can continue to grow, nourished by His
umbilical of Word and Sacrament. Now
we can value and uphold the sanctity of
all life from conception, during pregnancy, at birth, and until death births us
into eternity.

From the Editor:
The following are corrections to the
newsletter for November

TRINITY WILL BE COLLECTING ITEMS
to help with St. Mary's Christmas baskets.
Items can be brought to Thanksgiving Eve
worship or to the following two Sundays
(11/29 and 12/05). Kristin will deliver the
items to St. Mary on Monday 12/06. Here
is their request:

CHRISTMAS FOOD
BASKET DONATIONS

It’s that time of year when we start thinking
about helping those in need during the Christmas season. Our Men’s Club provides food
baskets to those in need for Christmas. We
will be collecting food and toiletry items from
now until December 10, 2015.
A list of basket items can be found in the
bulletin or call the office and one can be
emailed.
Your donations truly make it possible for us to
make Christmas a true blessing to many families. Thank you in advance for your generosity.
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stille nacht
THE FACTS
1816
Joseph Mohr creates the text to "Silent
Night!" in the form of a poem in Mariapfarr in the Lungau region where he was
living at the time.
1818
In the schoolhouse of Arnsdorf, on
Christmas Eve, Franz Xaver Gruber composes a melody to fit the text.
1818
"Silent Night! Holy Night!" has its world
premiere on Christmas Eve in the St.
Nicholas church of Oberndorf near Salzburg, performed by Franz Xaver Gruber
and Joseph Mohr.On the site church
now stands the Silent-Night-Memorial
Chapel.
FIRST PERFORMANCE OBERNDORF, 1818
"It was the 24th of December of the
year 1818, when the then assistant
priest Joseph Mohr at the newly established parish of St. Nicholas in Oberndorf handed over to the organist represented by Franz Gruber (who at the
time was also school teacher in Arnsdorf) a poem, with the request to write
a fitting melody for 2 solo voices together with choir and for accompaniment by guitar." These are the words of
Franz Xaver Gruber which he wrote on
December 30, 1854 in his "Authentic
Account of the Origin of the Christmas
Carol, 'Silent Night, Holy Night!'" Later
the same day, on the 24th of December, Gruber came to the musically talented Mohr and handed over to him his
composition. As Mohr liked what he
saw, this song was included in the
Christmas mass that evening. Mohr

sang the tenor part and provided accompaniment with guitar, while Gruber
sang bass. According to Gruber, the
song was met with "general approval
by all" in attendance (mostly shipping
laborers, boat builders and their families).
In Gruber's "Authentic Account," there is
no mention of the specific inspiration
for creating the song. One supposition
is that the church organ was no longer
working, so that Mohr and Gruber
therefore created a song for accompaniment by guitar. Surrounding this premiere performance of "Silent Night!"
many romantic stories and legends
have been written adding their own
anecdotal details to the known
facts.Silent Night was heard for the first
time here in 1818 in former St. Nicholas
church in Oberndorf near Salzburg
TEXT OF THE SONG - MARIAPFARR, 1816
We now know that Mohr created the
text to the song already in 1816 during
the time he served as an assistant priest
in Mariapfarr in Lungau. The score autographed by Mohr which was discovered in 1995 - the only extant one autographed by Mohr - attests to the date of
creation for the text. In the lower left is
written: "Text von Joseph Mohr mpia
Coadjutor 1816" ("Text by Joseph Mohr
- confirmed by my own signature - assistant priest 1816"). After careful study by
historians, it is estimated that this autograph was written between 1820 and
1825 (see Music and Text), while the
"1816" after Mohr's name is believed to
refer to the year in which Mohr created
the text. This autographed score also
provides a key statement in the upper
right: "Melodie von Fr. Xav. Gruber"

UPCOMING
1/07 Church Undecorating - More
details to come
1/09 Craft Day - 8A to 8P--a good day
to relax in the after holidays
peace and spend some time on
your favorite Craft.
1/24 FAMILY FUN DAY JAN 24 2015
12-5 pm
Do the weeks following the Holidays leave you feeling a little “let

down or blue”? We’ve got just
the thing to look forward to!!
Winter Family Funday at Whitewood lodge. A day to gather,
relax, talk, catch up, play games.
Jan 24 will be the day to look
forward to. Bring potluck, your
favorite board games or cards,
sled and ice skates if the weather
cooperates. Friends and guests
are welcome.

("Melody by Fr. Xav. Gruber") and
therewith clarifies conclusively the question many have asked over the years as
to which man actually composed the
melody to the song.Mohr served here
from 1815-1817 Parish church of Mariapfarr
Silent Night was heard for
the first time here in 1818
in former St. Nicholas
church in Oberndorf near
Salzburg
HISTORICAL
CONTEXT
housing in times
where Gruber lived
" Silent Night!" was created and first
performed during very difficult times.
The Napoleonic wars (1792-1815),
which had caused great suffering, had
come to an end. With the Congress of
Vienna there were new borders and a
new order set for Europe. In the course
of these events, the ecclesiastical Principality of Salzburg lost its status as an
independent country and was forced to
secularize. In 1816, its lands were divided in two with part assigned to Bavaria and the larger portion relegated to
Austria. The site where "Silent Night!"
was first performed - Oberndorf by Salzburg - had been a suburb and was now
separated from its town center of
Laufen located across the river (today
part of Bavaria, Germany) when the
Salzach River became the new border.
For centuries transportation of salt
along the river had provided the basis
for the local economy. The salt trade
declined during the Napoleonic wars,
and then never fully recovered. This
caused a depression in the local economy, with the transport companies,
boat builders and laborers facing unemployment and an unsure future. It was
during these troubled times that Mohr
was in Oberndorf (1817-1819) .
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5958 M-36 West
Pinckney, MI 48169
Phone: 734-878-5977
www.trinitypinckney.org

We’re on the Web!
www.trinitypinckney.com

Look for us on Facebook

H o l i day I n f o r m at i o n
ADVENT PREPARATIONS
Mark your calendars for Thursday,
December 3rd to come help decorate the tree and the church for
Christmas. We will have a light supper together and enjoy Christmas
music while we decorate. Everyone
is invited! Also remember our Advent Services and soup suppers on
Wednesday evenings December
2nd, 9th, and 16th.

Angel Tree
Please choose a name off of the
tree and then sign your name on
the sheet next to the one you
choose. There are all age groups to
choose from. There are a few suggestions on each tag. They ask the
gifts for each person be $25 and
stress the importance of this so as
all to be equal if they go to the
same family.
Please put the items in a gift bag &
make sure the tag is

Christmas
at
Trinity

Dec. 2 9 16
Join us at 5 pm or 7 pm
worship with
Soup Supper in between
at 6 pm
Dec 24th
Candlelight Service at 5 pm
Dec 25th
Celebration Service at 10 am

securely attached to the bag. Please
bring back to the church on Sunday
Dec. 6th or at the very latest
Wednesday December 9th as I
need to deliver the gifts to Wellspring on December 10th.
Thank you for
participating in
this outreach of
love. If you have
any questions
see me, Barb Yek.

POINSETTIAS
We will be adorning our altar with
beautiful poinsettias again this
Christmas.
The cost will be the
same as last year,
just $8.
Order forms are in
your mailboxes.
or contact Barb Yek

