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$177,214
our 3 yr ending date
is Nov. 20.

Other
opportunities to be
in God’s Word

stewardship
Overjoyed by the Star
In Matthew 2, we read about the Visit
of the Magi. Following the star, inquiring at the king's palace, informed by
the priests where to find the Child,
they trudged with determination to
Bethlehem, bringing with them the
gifts they planned to present as they
worshiped Him. "When they saw the
star, they were overjoyed. On coming
to the house, they saw the child with
His mother Mary, and they bowed
down and worshiped Him. Then they
opened their treasures and presented
Him with gifts of gold and of incense
and of myrrh" (Matthew 2:10-11).
What did the Wise Men from the East
know about this Baby or His family?
Not much. Yet they came in faith,
bringing gifts with them to honor Him.
How far did they travel? How long was
their trip? We can surmise, but what's
important to know is that, for them,
the trip with all its drudgery was worth
it. "They were overjoyed."
How long a trip are we prepared to
make this Christmas to worship the
Christ Child? Are we willing to put up
with inconvenience and sacrifice in
order that we might come before Him
with our gifts, offering them in faith, as
the Wise Men did?
What causes our joy this Christmas
season? Is it seeing the eyes of little
children light up when they open their
presents? That's good. Is it finding ex-

actly the right gift
for someone special? That's good,
too. But are we
CSC
"overjoyed"
October
when we see the
was$177,214
$1,560.00
star? Contrary to
Total
given was
the messages we
$154,687.00
hear in the commercials
and
even the seasonal
songs, the only
thing Christmas is about is the birth of
Jesus, the Savior of the world.
Along with doing all the wonderful
things that are good to do at this time
of the year, including the visiting of
sick and the shut-in, the baking of
goodies for food banks, the sharing of
financial resources with those in need,
and all the shopping and caroling and
everything else, let's find our joy in
seeing the star. That star points us to
Jesus and leads us to the Cross. Let us
"open our treasures" and worship Him
with our best and most precious gifts
as the Wise Men did.
We are drawing to a close of our
original campaign pledges. If you are
behind - please continue to meet your
pledged amount even after the end
of this campaign.

Tuesday Morning
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.
This group has been using the magazine
“Good News”, which is published by
Concordia Mission Society. The editor is
the former LHM speaker Wallace
Schultz. There are several editions available in the pastor’s study/office for
anyone who would like to review a
topic or use one for personal Bible
study.
Ladies Bible study WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m. This is a group of ladies
mostly around young family age although
all ages are welcome. They have just finished their latest study and will be choosing the next shortly so now is a great time
to join. Discover how God wants to help
you learn to live a life that is full and
meaningful.

If evenings are better, join us
at the Cottage Meetings the last Friday of the month at 7 p.m. hosted at a
member’s home. December’s meeting
NEED A HOST

Pastor Snider’s Sunday
Adult Bible Study Joining Jesus on His
Mission. Lively discussion and an in-depth
study of God’s word using simple, powerful and applicable insights show you how
to be on mission and recognize where
Jesus is already at work in your neighborhoods, workplaces and schools. You will
feel both relief and hope. You may even
hear yourself say, “I can do this!” as you
start responding to the everyday opportunities Jesus is placing in your path.

We hope to see all of you at one or
more of these Bible Studies.
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Keep the Merry in Christmas!!
by Lynda Minger

Are you exasperated with Christmas?
The Bah-Humbug attitude that surrounds us during the Season can bring
down even the most exuberant of
Christmas spirits. Commercialization of
Christmas, the ever present attacks on
the religious aspect of the season, the
removal of true Christmas icons from
things public, can make us forget what
it is all about and even sour our mood.
These are the times when we need to
reach for our Church family, our Bibles
and our devotions. We have many
ways to help you keep the Merry in
Christmas.
Decorating the tree

reminding us of his sacrifice of love,
helps to make it easier to smile and
say “Merry Christmas” in the face of
“happy holidays”.
Advent devotions
There are several Devotions available
to us during the season. The Lutheran
Indian Ministries provide devotions to
us every Advent and Lent. These are
located at the back of the Church as
you leave. Please feel free to share
these with a friend in need, either a
shut-in Christian or even an
unchurched friend. Sometimes sharing
what this wonderful time is about can
give you a greater sense of “Merry”
than you have know in the past.

Other reJoining together at 6pm
sources are
December 1 for a light
available at
supper and getting the
Lutheran Hour
It’s all about Christ
church decked out in
Ministries.
Celebration of Christ’s
lhm.org has
birth and God’s love for
some very good
us is an excellent way to
devotions that
start. Lots of hands
can either be read on the computer,
making for light, heartwarming work,
printed to carry in your car or purse or
Christmas Carols and a togetherness
to share, or you can download one of
that True Christians know, is a great
the available apps listed in your app
way to keep the blahs away.
store.
Advent services
On Wednesday nights, preceded by a
light Soup Supper at 6pm, Advent services take you through the bible account of the birth of Jesus and the true
wonder and magic of the season.
Nothing says awesome like a multitude
of angels filling a night sky to proclaim
the birth of Jesus. The gathering of
Shepherds and the lowliness of the
manger attesting to Christ’s willingness to be as one with us. The sparkle
of the lit tree and the Cross on the wall

The LWML website also has a pdf listed
under Program Helps/devotions, entitled A Christian Reading on the Twelve
Days of Christmas .
Children’s program
On December 11, if you have the holiday blues, (and even if you don’t )
come to worship and watch these little
guys enact the meaning of Christmas.
There is nothing like the enthusiasm of
our young ones, and the role models of
our older youth, to set things right in

your heart.
Christmas Eve
The soft flicker of candlelight...you can
just feel God’s presence in each little
flame, held by your bothers and sisters
in Christ. With the sound of your favorite hymns flowing around you, God
touches our hearts and minds and reminds us “For you”. Service begins at
5pm.
Christmas Day
And the pièce de résitance? Christmas
day. The Christmas Day Bell Service at
10am is one of the most joyful services
of the year, the sound of bells ringing
out Jesus birth has been a centuries
long sound equated with Christmas.
From every bell tower in every town
around the world the Son of Man is
proclaimed. “For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and
his name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Is9:6
So please remember, next time you
feel the old Grinch creeping into your
heart, that even his heart grew three
sizes too big in the face of true faith,
and that Jesus is the one true gift from
God who loved us enough to give us
Christmas.
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Prayers of Trinity
Praise and thanksgiving:
O God, Holy and eternal, who did permit us to enter into the fellowship of
that holy suffering by which Your dear
Son, our Savior, conquered sin and
death; grant that we may celebrate the
remembrance of His passion with true
devotion, accept the cross as his disciples, and thus fulfill Your holy will;
through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord. We pray for those among us who
are in special need of your guidance
and healing:
 Jude Pittenger, medical issues including eyes
 Cathie Snider relief from pain preparation for upcoming surgery
 Betty Jane Van Gorden--healing
 Shut ins--Betty Jean Sigro, Caroline
Cadeau, Barb Shultz, Pam and Barb
Wenzel.
 Tom Corcoran, Jon’s father, diagnosed with MSA.

 Faith Kukuk, Dianne and Rudy Vik,
Bill Opp, Dennis Miller -- strength
and health
 Family of Tracy Vaughn who passed
away Tuesday.
 Continued healing Tina Albrechtsen,
Cynthia Snider, Joanne and Bob Hickman, Don Keiser, Jisellle.
 Ava Allen, Emil Hirselj, Tracy Brohmen, Kenny Cadle, Terry Kaczmarek,
Charlie and Carol Thompson, Sarah
Burns, Tonya Roberts in their battles
with cancer.
 for the soldiers here and overseas
who are still protecting freedoms,
our own and others in the world:
Matt Hall and Brandon Snider, Jill
(Engel) Graves, Casey Sampson,
Brenden Finazzo, stationed in the
States. Scott Mikkelson stationed in
the Arabian Sea and Corbin
Sherman.
 that the people of God would be
faithful in their attendance of the

Newsletter articles are due by the end of day, Dec 26

YOU ARE INVITED

WHO: Everyone in the Congregation
WHAT: Christmas tree and church
decorating party, light
supper, Christmas carols,
Lots Of Fun
WHERE: Right here at church
WHEN: Thursday, December
1st at 6 pm

Divine Service, where God strengthens our faith toward Him and our
steadfast love for one another .
Other prayer requests in worship were:
 Betty Jane Van Gorden, healing from
leg surgery
 Carolyn and Micheal - married 11/5
 Cathie Snider - upcoming back surgery Dan and Joanna Kruger - safe travels,
 Ken Cubin - surgery this week,
 Jeanna - infection
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C HR ISTIA N E D NE WS
As you spend this month preparing
your hearts for the coming of our Lord,
the Sunday School children are preparing to worship and serve HIM through
our Children’s Christmas program. It is
our way of praising God and thanking
Him for sending His SON to us! Please
don’t miss our Christmas Program “A
Shepherd’s Christmas” on December
11th during church. If you know children or teens who would like to be
involved, let me know. I’m still in need
of readers and can always use more
angels and shepherds! Practices will be
during Sunday School on December 4th
and 11th. After the worship service, we
will celebrate with our Birthday Party
for Jesus. Invite one (or more) of your
un-churched friends to this festive
event! Remember, even if you’ve invited them in the past and they have
declined, it’s OK to ask again and
again.

This year for our program, the kids all
need to hold a battery powered candlestick. Do you have any of these at
home that we could borrow? Also, if
you’d like to donate treats for the children’s gift bags, please bring them in
to church by December 6th so they can
be packaged up by the Tuesday Bible
Study.
Do you have a heart for Jesus and
teenagers? If so, we are looking for a
youth group leader for the amazing
youth here at Trinity. No experience
needed! Please pray about this opportunity and maybe you or someone you
know is ready to be blessed (and bless
others) through this vocation!

and fun Christian Education program
for the Children and adults of Trinity.
Our next meeting is January 18th at
7:00 and we would love to hear your
suggestions and ideas. We are also
short one member so if this is an area
where you would like to serve, please
consider joining us. (Not to brag but
we only meet once a quarter and try to
keep our meetings short and organized!)
In Christ
Elizabeth Eppler

As you are putting up your Christmas
decorations, please pray for the members of the Board of Education (Mitch
Minger, Laura Groeller, Pastor and
me.) We try to provide a Christ filled

A ng el T re e
The Angel tree will be up on November
20th, the Sunday before Thanksgiving.
Just pick a tag off the tree. It will be a
little different this year as we will not
have a specific name to buy for, but
will be purchasing items needed by
families who are going through Well-

spring Services. These families many
times struggle to meet their basic living
needs and can use all these different
items. There will be a few suggestions
on each tag as well as some gift card
suggestions. $25 is just a suggestion of
how much to spend.

B i rt h days a n d A n n i v e r s a r i e s
Dustin Snider

12/5

Mark Meyer

12/20

Jon Kurseth

12/6

Helen Riggs

12/20

Barbara Yek

12/6

Cathie Snider

12/25

Cassandra Gulowski

12/10

Paul Russell

12/29

James Myers

12/15

Linda Minger

12/19

Michael Fansler

12/20


Mike & Kristin Myher

12/26

This will give all of you who do your
marathon shopping on Thanksgiving
weekend a chance to pick up these
items too! Have fun and remember
you will be putting a smile on someone's face this Christmas and showing
them the love of Jesus!
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s t e wa r d s h i p a n d e va n g e l i s m
From POBLO INTERNATIONAL
POBLO International is a Christian
organization working to transform the
way missions is approached in the
United States by responding to the
changing demographics that have
brought the mission field to our own
front yard. We serve immigrants and
refugees. We train and educate
churches on how to engage in crosscultural outreach. We share the Gospel
message. We love people

“Syrian refugees.” These two words
alone create fear in people’s hearts. It
could be easy to distance ourselves, or
pretend that the Syrian civil war,
which caused the Syrian refugee crisis,
did not exist. But it’s Thanksgiving
time! The Indians and the Pilgrims
drew close to one other. Maybe we
can follow suit. A couple of thousand
Syrians are set to arrive in Milwaukee
in the next several months. The same
is true of St. Louis. Other cities where
POBLO has ministry are now seeing
the influx: Houston, Omaha, Dearborn,
Rochester, Bloomington. Discussion of
whether the Syrians should or shouldn’t be coming to our country is a mute
point. The question to ask is, “Will we
welcome them in Christian love?” Our

Christmas Baskets
CANNED/PANTRY ITEMS
17 boxes Red Jell-O
24 boxes/bags
Cereal / Oatmeal
20 jars of jelly

POBLO missionaries are now meeting
and ministering to the Syrians. Until
you know a Syrian family and their
story, they are just a statistic. Starting
in August, our church was able to minister to several families who had just
arrived. The story of Abraham’s family
might be typical. He had a family business in Syria. Then the bombing and
fighting escalated. Abraham decided
the family should get out of the house.
They did. Within an hour, a bomb
dropped right on their home. The family would have been killed. With no
home now, they walked to Jordan.
There they became refugees, living
two years in a camp. When they arrived in Michigan, they had nothing.
Our church, and individuals from other
churches contributed food and a lot of
clothing and household items. I would
like to mention Debbie. Debbie responded to POBLO’s appeal to help
this family. She wanted her young boys
to experience the gift of giving. Debbie
was beyond generous when it came to
all the things she bought to help Abraham’s family. And she and her boys
had the joy of meeting the family, and
giving her gifts. To me, It was like the
Thanksgiving story. American Chris-

As you know, The Ladies Posse de-

cided that, along with the Angel
Tree, Trinity will have a drive to
collect the items for the Christmas
baskets to St. Paul Hamburg and
merge with their donations and
assist with assembly and delivery
of Christmas baskets. We will
gather on Thanksgiving eve, that
Sunday, and the Sunday before
and after, so watch your favorite
store for sales!

tians coming alongside the arriving
Syrian refugees could be the new
Thanksgiving story. In all its locations,
POBLO Ministries is helping to make a
re-creation of the Thanksgiving story
possible. These refugees are needy.
Some food, some clothing, and basic
household items can mean a lot. What
can mean even more, however, is your
friendship. In each of its locations,
through its missionaries, POBLO is
making it possible for you to do what
Debbie and her family did, re-create
Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving, but also
Christmas, will give opportunity to
meet, to give, and to love a family.
Even the small things you can contribute would mean a lot. The story of the
Indians and the Pilgrims involved food.
And so will be your Thanksgiving adventure with a Syrian family. Just look
at the food that I was served by Abraham’s family. Giving, sharing, and caring. Now that’s a real Thanksgiving!
If you or your church would like to help
a Syrian refugee family in your area,
please call the POBLO office, and we
will try and connect you with a family
who could use your help and friendship. Please call us at 586-477-1530

Any other items will be dispersed
to one of our local food pantries
whose shelves are low. Your contributions to those in need are
what keeps us able to help and
outreach to people in the name of
Christ.
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P o s s e N ew s
Next Ladies Posse Meeting is Thursday, December 1st at 6 pm
It is our tree and church decorating
party for Christmas.
The Congregation is invited to join us
in the fun!
Our hostess is Barb Yek
Altar Care for the month of December are Helen and Joanna
Hostess for January is Lynda Minger
and Altar Care for January are Lynda
and Barb

POINSETTIAS
We will be adorning our altar again
this year with poinsettias for our
Christmas worship services. The cost
is still just $8 each. Watch for your
order forms in your mailboxes
Thanksgiving weekend. Please give
your forms to Barb Yek by Sunday,
December 18th. Thank You!

T h r i v en t C h r i s t m a s Pa rt y
You are cordially invited to a concert
by the Washtenaw Community Concert Band performance of "Holiday
Journeys".
We will gather before the concert in a
private room where there will be hors
d'oeuvres and refreshments. Also we
will have three different ensembles
playing for our listening enjoyment.
After the concert the Wastenaw Community Concert Band will host a recep-

tion with desserts, so please plan to
stay for that also.
This year we are asking you to bring
spices for the Hope Clinic Food Pantry
in Ypsilanti, MI. As always, we greatly
appreciate the opportunity to meet
your family and friends. If you know
someone who could benefit from the
financial services we provide, please
bring him or her along.

Please RSVP by December 8th, 2016.
sally.a.miller@thrivent.com 734-3693178
*No products will be sold at this event

Christmas Cookie Share
Raspberry Poinsettias

spoon. On low speed, beat in flour.

3/4 cup butter or margarine,
softened
1/2 cup sugar
1
teaspoon vanilla
1
box (4-serving size) Jell-O™ rasp
berry-flavored gelatin
1
egg
2
cups Gold Medal™ all-purpose
flour
2 tablespoons yellow candy
sprinkles

2 Shape dough into 1 1/4-inch balls.
Cover and refrigerate 1 hour.

Directions
1 In large bowl, beat butter, sugar, vanilla, gelatin and egg with electric
mixer on medium speed, or mix with

3 Heat oven to 375°F. On ungreased
cookie sheets, place balls about 2
inches apart. With sharp knife, make 6
cuts in top of each ball about threefourths of the way through to make 6
wedges. Spread wedges apart slightly
to form flower petals (cookies will
separate and flatten as they bake).
Sprinkle about 1/8 teaspoon yellow
candy sprinkles into center of each
cookie.

4 Bake 9 to 11 minutes or until set and
edges begin to brown. Cool 2 to 3 minutes. Remove from cookie sheets to
cooling rack. Cool completely, about 15
minutes.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS
5958 M-36 West
Pinckney, MI 48169
Phone: 734-878-5977
www.trinitypinckney.org

We’re on the Web!
www.trinitypinckney.com

Look for us on Facebook

Special Holiday Services
Nov 23 Thanksgiving Eve Service at 7pm
Nov 30, Dec.7, 14, 21: Advent Soup Supper at 6pm
Worship at 7pm
Dec 11 Children’s Christmas Program
Dec 24

5pm,

Christmas Eve Service

Dec 25 Christmas Day Service at 10am
Jan 1

New Year’s Day Service at 10am

Trinity Lutheran
Church
Please feel free to call and speak with Pastor
Snider if there is any way we can assist you in
your spiritual needs.
Many Blessings
Trinity Lutheran Church
8:45 am
Adult and Children’s Bible study
10:00 am
Divine Worship
5758 M36 West
Pinckney, MI 48169-9716
Phone 734-878-5977

www.trinitypinckney.org

