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Hudson Taylor, a Nineteenth Century
British missionary to China, is reported
to have said, “God’s work, done in
God’s way, will not lack God’s supply.”
To know God’s way, we need to know
His Holy Word. Or to say it another
way: you need to know your Bible.

St. Paul, before he spends two chap-
ters on giving, wrote that every
thought is to be taken captive to the
obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 10:5).

Doctrine matters. And doctrine mat-
ters because the Scriptures matter.
And the Scriptures matter because this
is where we learn the teaching of
Christ. Our thoughts must be brought
into line with the teaching of Scripture
so that our work is what God wants
done and so that we do this work in
His way.

A good tree bears good fruit. A bad
tree bears bad fruit. We have been
made good trees in holy baptism. We
are fertilized and pruned for bearing
good fruit by constantly hearing God'’s
Word preached and taught in sermon
and Bible Class and in receiving the life
-giving, faith-sustaining food of the
Lord’s Supper. Remember your doc-
trine, hold on to the Lord’s teaching,
and your thoughts will be taken cap-
tive to the obedience of Christ.

Bringing every thought captive to the
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obedience of Christ is recognizing that
God does provide. The Lord’s Prayer
teaches us to pray for daily bread.
Praying this day in and day out re-
minds us that the Lord is the giver of
our daily bread, and that we are to
gives thanks for His daily provision of
it.

God is rarely early and never late in His
work, as Abraham learned, “on the
mount of the Lord it will be pro-
vided” (Gen. 22:14). The Lord’s gener-
osity forms our generosity in return.
Thus, we set aside for the work of God
a generous, first-fruits, proportion of
the daily bread that God has given to
us. This act of trust in the Lord’s provi-
sion is the working out of our faith in
Him.

When budgetary discussions pop up,
our natural reaction is to point fingers.
But remember your doctrine, and what
your mother taught about pointing
fingers. Our first natural reaction is not
always right. In fact, when our
thoughts are brought into captivity of
Christ, our first reaction should be re-
pentance.

It should raise questions in our own
lives. As good trees in Christ who are
to bear good fruit, we should ask
whether our thoughts are taken cap-
tive by obedience to Christ. Have we
given generously? Have we given our
first-fruits? You know. And God knows.
“For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro

Continued on page
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Tuesday Morning

Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.

This group has been using the maga-
zine “Good News”, which is published
by Concordia Mission Society. The
editor is the former LHM speaker
Wallace Schultz. There are several
editions available in the pastor’s
study/office for anyone who would
like to review a topic or use one for
personal Bible study.

Ladies Bible study WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m. is a group of ladies mostly
around young family age although all
ages are welcome. This is a good
place for mentoring also. Any time is
a good time to join. The group is now
studying the book of Romans.

If evenings are better, join us

at the Cottage Meetings the last Fri-
day of the month at 7 p.m. hosted at
a member’s home. ¥*March Cottage
meeting is to be announced.*

Pastor Snider’s Sunday

Adult Bible Study is delving into to
the Lifelight Series: Acts Part 1. The
book of Acts records God’s glorious
actions among the first believers. It
reveals the light of Christ, which
spread by speech and scroll from
Jerusalem down to today.

We hope to see all of you at one or
more of these Bible Studies.
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From the Lutheran Withess

This Januarythe Lutheran Wit-

ness magazindaunched a new monthly
column fromGene Edward Veitlalled
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comments on major national and interna-

tional news stories from a Lutheran per-
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want more),subscribe todaly(*Note Ex-
cerpted)

Sowing the Word of God through
technology

People who pull out their cell phones dur-
ing sermons and Bible studies are not nec-
essarily checking their texts. They are very
likely reading the Scriptures by means of
their Bible apps.

The most popular is YouVersion, a free
download that was one of the original
staples of the first app store. Today You-
Version is on some 300 million phones in
every nation in the world. It now offers
the Word of God in 1,169 languages. Even
people in countries where the Bible is
hard to come by or outlawed are
downloading the Scriptures in their own
languages. Last year alone, YouVersion
downloads shot up 255 percent in Iraq,
228 percent in India, and 243 percent in
Mozambique.

Today people in developing countries may
live in poverty and primitive-seeming con-
ditions, and yet they often have a smart
phone. Christians used to plot how to
smuggle Bibles into closed countries. But
today God is using information technology
to sow the Word of God, just as the print-
ing press did in Luther’s time.

YouVersion was originally a project started
by a congregation in Edmond, Oklahoma.

Bigger families, sort of

A study has found that many American
families are growing — not from having
more children but from divorce and re-
marriage.

As many as one-third of the families in the
U.S. are “blended.” One or both of the
spouses have been married before and
have children from the previous marriage.
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Children, in effect, have two different
sets of parents. Parents have children
who are “his,” “hers” and “ours.” Such
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cent bigger than traditional families.
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plex ways, especially when you factor
in multiple sets of grandparents, uncles
and aunts, cousins and step-siblings.

This is nothing new. When women
commonly died in childbirth and both
men and women frequently died of
untreatable illness, widows and wid-
owers would often remarry, blending
their families. But blended families
from remarriage in either circumstance
— death or divorce — bring unique
challenges, tensions and complications
for those involved.

Does moving the U.S. embassy fulfill
Bible prophecy?

President Trump ordered that the U.S.
embassy in Israel be moved to the
capital city of Jerusalem. Ever since the
Six Day War in 1967, when Israel occu-
pied the city and moved its capital
there, most nations have kept their
embassies in the old capital of Tel Aviv
out of concern for Arab sensitivities.
The American action, designed to show
support for Israel, has sparked criticism
from U.S. allies and violent protests
from Muslims worldwide.

But some groups have applauded the
American recognition of Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital for religious reasons.
Christians who see the Bible as a code
for predicting the End Times, as well as
some radical Jews, believe that the re-
establishment of Jerusalem will be
followed by the rebuilding of the Tem-
ple, the resumption of sacrifices, and a
new imposition of Mosaic law. After
that, Christ will return (or, for Jews, the
Messiah will appear for the first time).

Lutherans, in contrast, believe that the
Bible is for our salvation, bringing us to
Christ through Law and Gospel, rather
than being a cryptogram for current
events.

GOOD NEWS

A bad year for Hollywood

The movie world had a bad year in
2017, Not only were a raft of filmmak-
ers and entertainers brought down by
revelations of sexual harassment and

at their lowest level in 25 years.

The moral malaise — which is report-
edly causing nervousness, heightened
awareness and a clampdown on the
Hollywood party scene — seems ac-
companied by a creative malaise. Stu-
dios keep churning out remakes, se-
quels and prequels, as if no one can
think of a new idea. Filmmakers mine
the comic books of their childhood
looking for characters they cannot cre-
ate on their own. Instead of devising
interesting plots, they string together
special effects.

To be sure, there are exceptions, and
good films are still being made. But the
public, which is increasingly turning to
Netflix as an alternative to both movie
theaters and network TV, is buying
fewer tickets to see them.

Dr. Gene Edward Veith is the author g
over 20 books on different facets of
Christianity and culture including, mos
recently,Authentic Christianity (CPH),
with A. Trevor Sutton. A retired Englis|
professor and college administrator, h
also directs the Cranach Institute at
Concordia Theological Seminary and
blogs reqularly foPatheos.com.
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The Lutheran Wit-
nessT now avail-
able online.

Subscribe to The
Lutheran Witness
and download the app to get the latest
issues delivered directly to your iPad,
iPhone, and iPod Touch. Learn more.

The flagship magazine of the Lutheran
Church—Miissouri Synod, The Lutheran
Witness is a monthly publication (11
issues per year) that offers synodical
news, features, columns, Q&A's, and
more.



https://www.cph.org/p-31342-authentic-christianity-how-lutheran-theology-speaks-to-a-postmodern-world.aspx
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith/
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith/
https://www.cph.org/witness/default.aspx?
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Prayers of Trinity

Praise and thanksgiving:

O God, Holy and eternal, who did per-
mit us to enter into the fellowship of
that holy suffering by which Your
dear Son, our Savior, conquered sin
and death; grant that we may cele-
brate the remembrance of His pas-
sion with true devotion, accept the
cross as his disciples, and thus fulfill
Your holy will; through the same Je-
sus Christ, our Lord. We pray for
those among us who are in special
need of your guidance and healing:

1 Bryan Bickel -- guide the surgeon’s
hands when they repair his hand and
give him healing back to full use.

9 Greg Anderson (Dixie Russell’s
nephew) - -Heart issues

1 Shut-ins--Lorena Luckhardt, Betty
Jean Sigro, Caroline Cadeau, Al
Jacoby, Marlene Comfort

Lenten Services

Ash Wednesday starts off our Lenten sea-
son on February 14! What better way to
celebrate love that to share

in the love of Christ, the greatest sacrifice.

Starting February 21, Lenten Worship ser-
vices will be held every Wednesday
through Lent. Worship at 5 and 7 pm with a
6pm soup supper in between.

Birthdays

Heidi Pelto 3/5
Robby Schlaff 3/7
Hunter Minix 3/8
Mason Martin 3/14
Joshua Krueger 3/16
Michael Groeller Jr. 3/18

9 Ray Kelm -- Strength and health from
emergency surgery in January, so he
can have hip surgery

{| Kara Garcia -- medical issues

9 Victoria Bennett--Blood anomolies,
pray that the baby stays healthy

9 Abbey Yeip (co-workers daughter 12
yrs)--diagnosed with Leukemia

q Jiselle--Healing after surgery

91 Tim Erisman - Still having difficulties
healing from surgery

I Carolyn and Joe Benkovsky, Betty
Jane Van Gordon, Betty Jean Sigro,
Tom Corcoran, Robin Fletcher, Faith
Kukuk, Dianne and Rudy Vik, Dennis
Miller, Jordan Keen -- strength and
health

With the two different services we can still
maintain our Lenten camaraderie by shar-
ing a meal.

Meals are separated by the Ladies Posse so
that everyone isn’t having to bring some-
thing every week. If you haven’t visited in

a while, or would like to visit, Lenten soup
suppers are a favorite among the congrega-

& Anniversaries

Penny Myers 3/19
Kimberly Gray 3/21
Kenneth Minger 3/21
Samantha Minger 3/21
Alexa Glynn 3/24
Andrew Hollister 3/24

GooD NEWS

9 Continued healing: Cynthia Snider,
Joanne and Bob Hickman, Don Keiser.

il Jacob Minix, Lorena Luckhardt, John
Martinowicz, Julie Haggerty, Robin
Fletcher, Kyle Knipp, Don Fogel, Ava
Allen, Tracy Brohmen, Kenny Cadle,
Carol Thompson, Sarah Burns, Libby
in their battles with cancer.

9 for the soldiers here and overseas
who are still protecting freedoms, our
own and others in the world: Matt
Hall, Casey Sampson, stationed in the
States. Scott Mikkelson stationed in
Hawaii and Jill (Engel) Graves, Corbin
Sherman. Scott Drexler, Barb Yek’s
nephew, now in Afghanistan.

Other Prayers this month were

1 for the Stuart Meyer family, Mark’s
sister-in-law Janice Meyer passed
away.

tion and there is always enough, so please
don’t feel like you would impose. A Posse
member will be getting in touch with mem-
bers regarding which day and what to
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SOU? SUPPERS

Lorraine Laible 3/27
Danielle Sidebottom 3/27
Dixie Russell 3/31

gh
Janet & Raymond Salla
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Pregnancy Help Clinic: Celebration of Life

Held at The NAZ, 7669 Brighton Rd.,
Brighton, MI 48114, this event proves
to be a real moving experience. Op-
tional time for the buffet, mingling,
and browsing has been added to this
year’s event. Pastors and a guest are
free! Event takes place April 12, 2018

Guest Speaker Patricia Sandoval’s story
of three abortions, work behind the
hidden doors of Planned Parenthood,
followed by nearly three years as a
homeless drug addict, is a testament
to the saving love and mercy of Jesus

Christ and His desire to bring this
world’s hidden dangers into the light
for healing.

Doors open at 5:30 so you can come
any time to eat, mingle, and view
Theme Baskets and amazing Specialty
Items. The program begins at 7:30.

The event features:

Appetizer & Dessert Buffet
Theme Basket Drawing

Specialty Item Drawing
Music

Education

CEF and You Make a Difference

When you invest with the Church Ex-
tension Fund (CEF), you invest in an-
other LCMS organization's ability to
spread the Word of Jesus Christ. CEF
offers your investment dollars as low-

cost loans to congregations and
schools for building needs so that the
preaching of the Word continues. To-
day, CEF is offering very attractive
rates on all of its investments for indi-

Trinity Ladies' Posse

Posse Meeting,

Thursday March 1st at 7 pm
Hostess: Marilyn

Altar Care for March: Cathie

Spring Rally

Ladies, Mark your calendars for Satur-
day, April 21st for our AA Zone

Spring Rally at Living Waters in Whit-
more Lake.

Stewardship

throughout the whole earth, to show
Himself strong on behalf of those
whose heart is loyal to Him” (2 Chron.
16:9).

CRAFT DAY

Craft Day is Saturday, March 17th from
8AM till 6PM

Come & bring a friend

A great day for fellowship & working
on your projects!

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner & snacks pro-
vided

Suggested Donation $20

continued

God will provide. He always has and He
always will. He gives His meat in due

season. He has not left you as orphans,
but has grafted you into His own family.

GooD NEWS

Inspiration

Tickets are a $20 donation. Order 10 or
more and save $2 per ticket.

FREE CHILDCARE AVAILABLE: Please
email ann@PregnancyHelpClinic.com
with your child’s age and name to re-
serve a spot.

viduals and organizations. Call
800.242.3944 or visit www.mi-cef.org

for information.
-
e

Church Extension Fund

Easter Lilies

We will be adorning the altar with
Easter Lilies again this year.

Watch for your order forms in your
mailboxes the beginning of March.

Easter breakfast will be between ser-
vices against this year on Easter Sun-
day, April 1st

You belong to Him. Remember this,
letting this thought dwell in you richly.
And you will then be rich toward
others.
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