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Miracle and Meaning 

of the Incarnation of Jesus 
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PROCESSIONAL 

CANDLES OF LIGHT 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 AS WE GATHER  

  

“An angel of the Lord appeared to [Joseph] in a dream” 

(Matthew 1:20a). Joseph was deeply troubled. Mary 

was pregnant. He considered quietly divorcing her. 

Then came the angel, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do 

not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a 

son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save 

His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:20b–21). Joseph 

would still face unknowns, just as we all face unknowns. 

Yet he faced those unknowns filled with hope, because 

he trusted the word of God that came to him from the 

angel. So during this Advent season, we join Joseph in 

facing all of our unknowns with hope, trusting the Word 

of God that has come to us from the apostles, that 

Jesus is our precious ransom, only hope for sinful mortals, 

who gave His life and was raised, and who is coming 

again to restore creation to its original beauty and 

goodness.  

SERVICE OF LIGHT 

  

OPENING SENTENCES  
  

P Jesus Christ is the light of the world,  

C the light no darkness can overcome.  

  

P  By the Holy Spirit we cry out with the whole 

Church,  

C “Prepare the way of the Lord.”  

  

P All who wait for Jesus to return pray,  

C Come, Lord Jesus, come.  
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HYMN: “O Light Whose Splendor”   LSB 891 

 

1 O Light whose splendor thrills and gladdens 

    With radiance brighter than the sun, 

Pure gleam of God’s unending glory, 

    O Jesus, blest Anointed One; 

 

2 As twilight hovers near at sunset, 

    And lamps are lit, and children nod, 

In evening hymns we lift our voices 

    To Father, Spirit, Son: one God. 

 

3 In all life’s brilliant timeless moments, 

    Let faithful voices sing Your praise, 

O Son of God, our Life-bestower, 

    Whose glory lightens endless days. 
Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1944 
Text: © 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110002688 

 

  

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT LSB 245  

 

 P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the 

universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar 

of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 

Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your 

Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and 

a light to our path; for You are merciful, and 

You love Your whole creation and we, Your 

creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit.  

C Amen.  

   

P God of all creation, You spoke and there was 

light and the universe began. For the sun, 

moon, and stars, we give You thanks. For 

electricity that provides lights in our homes, 

schools, places of work, and along our streets, 

we give thanks. Most of all we thank You for 

Christ, the light of the world, who overcomes all 

the shadowy places of our lives through His 

death and resurrection. Illumine our hearts and 

enlighten our paths according to Your will, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C Amen.  

 

PSALMODY 

  

PSALM Psalm 141  
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C Let my prayer rise before You as incense,  

the lifting up of my hands as the evening 

sacrifice.  

 P O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly;  

hear my voice when I cry to You.  

  

C Let my prayer rise before You as incense,  

the lifting up of my hands as the evening 

sacrifice.  

  

   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit;  

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 

be forever. Amen.  

  

 PRAYER 

P Let us pray.  

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend 

before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness 

descend on us that, with purified minds, we 

may sing Your praises with the Church on earth 

and the whole heavenly host and may glorify 

You forever.  

C Amen.  

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING    

The sign of Immanuel  Isaiah  7:10–14 

 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz,  "Ask a sign of the 

LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high 

as heaven."  But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, and I 

will not put the LORD to the test." And he said, 

"Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 

you to weary men, that you weary my God 

also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 

sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 

a son, and shall call his name Immanuel." 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us.  

C Thanks be to God.  

   

HYMN   Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come       

LSB 350  

1 Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, 

    Only hope for sinful mortals! 

Come, O Savior of the world! 

    Open are to Thee all portals. 

Come, Thy beauty let us see; 

Anxiously we wait for Thee. 
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2 Enter now my waiting heart, 

    Glorious King and Lord most holy. 

Dwell in me and ne’er depart, 

    Though I am but poor and lowly. 

Ah, what riches will be mine 

When Thou art my guest divine! 

 

3 My hosannas and my palms 

    Graciously receive, I pray Thee; 

Evermore, as best I can, 

    Savior, I will homage pay Thee, 

And in faith I will embrace, 

Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace. 

 

4 Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! 

    Jesus, hear our supplication! 

Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, 

    Bring us blessing and salvation, 

That forever we may sing: 

Hail! Hosanna to our King. 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–
1923, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

PRAYER  

  

P Let us pray.  

O Lord, Your angel spoke to Joseph in a dream, 

declaring that the child to be born to Mary shall 

be named Jesus, who will save the people from 

their sins. Just as the angel said, so it happened. 

Jesus paid with His own life the ransom for our 

sins. Dwell in our hearts, O Lord, and never 

leave us. Bring blessing and salvation that 

forever we may sing: Hail! Hosanna to our King.  

C  Amen.  

   

 NEW TESTAMENT READING  

The birth of Jesus Christ   Matthew 1:18–25 

 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this 

way. When his mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came 

together she was found to be with child from 

the Holy Spirit.  And her husband Joseph, being 
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a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 

resolved to divorce her quietly.  But as he 

considered these things, behold, an angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

"Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary 

as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins." 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken 

by the prophet:  "Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 

name Immanuel"(which means, God with us). 

When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 

of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 

but knew her not until she had given birth to a 

son. And he called his name Jesus. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us.  

C Thanks be to God.  

  

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His 

people of old by the prophets.  

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us 

by His Son.  

 

HYMN FOR THE WORD:   

A Great and Mighty Wonder LSB 383 

1 A great and mighty wonder, 

    A full and holy cure: 

The virgin bears the infant 

    With virgin honor pure! Refrain 

 

ref Proclaim the Savior’s birth: 

“To God on high be glory 

And peace to all the earth!” 

 

2 The Word becomes incarnate 

    And yet remains on high, 

And cherubim sing anthems 

    To shepherds from the sky. Refrain 

 

3 While thus they sing your Monarch, 

    Those bright angelic bands, 
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Rejoice, O vales and mountains, 

    And oceans, clap your hands. Refrain 

 

4 Since all He comes to ransom, 

    By all be He adored, 

The infant born in Bethl’em, 

    The Savior and the Lord. Refrain 

 

5 All idols then shall perish 

    And Satan’s lying cease, 

And Christ shall raise His scepter, 

    Decreeing endless peace. Refrain 
Text: Germanus, c. 634–c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, 
alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

WORD-SPEAK    “Pitching a Tent in the Snow"   

Isaiah 7:14  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

  

P As we wait for You, O Lord, we pray for peace 

among nations, peace across the factions in 

our nation, peace in our households, and 

peace that surpasses human understanding in 

our hearts. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  

  

P Guide us, like Joseph, to listen to Your Word and 

to respond to it with faith and obedience, 

especially in the midst of the fear of the 

unknown. Humble us before You, that we may 

gratefully receive whatever You provide. Lord, 

in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  

  

P Fill Your whole Church with anticipation for that 

day when Christ will return and guide us to 
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springs of living water and wipe away every 

tear from our eyes. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  

  

P Thank You, Lord, for the blessings of this day 

now almost past. Forgive both what we have 

neglected to do and what we have done 

wrong. Hold our loved ones close to Your heart. 

Bless the work that we do as we use the talents 

and gifts You entrust to us. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  

  

P Heal the sick. Bless the dying. Uphold 

caregivers. Fill those who mourn with abundant 

hope through Christ’s death and resurrection. 

Let all who suffer experience Your 

compassionate presence. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  

  

P Accompany those who travel and those who 

work through the night to serve our community. 

Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord for the faithful 

who have gone before us and are with Christ. 

And let us rejoice in the fellowship of all the 

saints, entrusting ourselves, one another, and 

our whole life to Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen.  

  

P O God, as You called Joseph, so You call us to 

ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 

by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 

unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 

courage, not knowing where we go, but only 

that Your hand is leading us and Your love 

supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen.  

  

 

 

 

 LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13  
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C Our Father who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be Thy name,  

 Thy kingdom come,  

 Thy will be done on earth  

 as it is in heaven;  

 give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses  

 as we forgive those   

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For Thine is the kingdom  

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen.  

  

 

 BENEDICAMUS  

  

P Let us bless the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

  

BENEDICTION  

  

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the 

X Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve 

you.  

C Amen.  

   

HYMN Gentle Mary Laid Her Child          LSB 374  

1 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

There He lay, the Undefiled, 

    To the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, 

    Can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race 

    Who have found His favor. 

 

2 Angels sang about His birth, 

    Wise Men sought and found Him; 

Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 

    Glory all around Him. 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 

    Heard the angels singing; 

All the plains were lit that night, 

    All the hills were ringing. 
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3 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled 

    But no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, 

    Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; 

    Hail the King of glory! 
Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859–1933 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

  

  

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, 

Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022 Concordia 

Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission 

 


