
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER 

THE EPIPHANY  

  

Discipleship Training 101 

 

January 29, 2023  

 

SERVANT ENTRANCE 

THE LIGHTS OF CHRIST 

  AS WE GATHER  

  

Why do the Beatitudes resonate with us? Yes, we 

who follow Christ are poor in spirit, we hunger for 

righteousness, and we know some persecution; but 

so do others, those who follow other gods. The 

difference is that, at the deepest level, God has 

promised blessings while we experience all those 

human emotions and take what action we think 

best. Those blessings come to us by grace, simply 

because God has chosen us, without any merit or 

worthiness in us. We are not worthy, just as God’s 

Old Testament people did not merit His attention, 

but we and they received it nonetheless. God has 

chosen to make us worthy by sending His Son in our 

place. In today’s Readings, He explains what 
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pleases Him. Only Christ lived the perfect life, but 

the Gospel certainly moves us to respond to God’s 

choosing us, as best we can, in love and service.  

 

PRE-SERVICE CONVERSATION 

PASTORAL GREETING 

  

PREPARATION  

  

HYMN          “Love in Christ Is Strong and Living”

        LSB #706 

1 Love in Christ is strong and living, 

    Binding faithful hearts in one; 

Love in Christ is true and giving. 

    May His will in us be done. 

 

2 Love is patient and forbearing, 

    Clothed in Christ’s humility, 

Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, 

    Reaching out in charity. 

 

3 Love in Christ abides forever, 

    Fainting not when ills attend; 

Love, forgiving and forgiven, 

    Shall endure until life’s end. 
Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, 1934 
Text: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110002688 

 

 

INVOCATION  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.  

  

OPENING SENTENCES 1 Corinthians 

1:18, 30  
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 P The word of the cross is folly to those who are 

perishing,  

C but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God.  

 P He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus,  

C whom God made our wisdom and our 

righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption.  

 CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 P Let us go to the throne of God’s grace, 

confessing our sins and asking His mercy for the 

sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C I, a poor, desperate sinner, confess unto You all 

my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 

and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being.  

  

P We cannot repay God for our offenses, but He 

has given us His only Son to pay for every sin. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ – and 

under the authority of Christ -  I therefore 

announce to you the forgiveness of all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. Thanks be to God.  

  

  

 WORD  
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 INTROIT Psalm 1:1–5; antiphon: v. 6  

P Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel 

of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, 

nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

C but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on 

his law he meditates day and night. 

 

P He is like a tree planted by streams of water that 

yields its fruit in its season,  

     and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, 

he prospers. 

C The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the 

wind drives away. 

 

P Therefore the wicked will not stand in the 

judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the 

righteous; 

C for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but 

the way of the wicked will perish. 

SALUTATION  

 P  The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you.  

 PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Let us pray.   

       Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of 

so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot 

stand upright.  

C Grant strength and protection to support us in all 

dangers and carry us through all temptations;  
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P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

C Amen.  

  

OLD TESTAMENT READING  The Lord 

indicts Israel, reminds them of His care, and asks 

for justice and kindness.     Micah 

6:1–8 

The Indictment of the Lord 

Hear what the LORD says: Arise, plead your case 

before the mountains, and let the hills hear your 

voice.  Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the 

LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth, 

for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 

and he will contend with Israel.  "O my 

people, what have I done to you? How have I 

wearied you? Answer me!  For I brought you up 

from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the 

house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, 

Aaron, and Miriam.  O my people, remember what 

Balak king of Moab devised, and what Balaam the 

son of Beor answered him, and what happened 

from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving 

acts of the LORD." 

 

What Does the Lord Require? 

"With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow 

myself before God on high? Shall I come before 

him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 

Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 

firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for 

the sin of my soul?" He has told you, O man, what is 

good; and what does the LORD require of you but 

to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly with your God? 
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L This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

  

PSALM Psalm 15; antiphon: Psalm 16:1   

L Preserve me, O God, for in You I take refuge.  

C  Preserve me, O God, for in You I take refuge.  

 

P  O LORD, who shall sojourn in your tent? Who 

shall dwell on your holy hill? 

C He who walks blamelessly and does what is right 

and speaks truth in his heart; 

 

P who does not slander with his tongue and does 

no evil to his neighbor, nor takes up a  reproach 

against his friend; 

C in whose eyes a vile person is despised, but who 

honors those who fear the LORD; who swears 

   to his own hurt and does not change; 

 

P who does not put out his money at interest 

and does not take a bribe against the innocent. 

C He who does these things shall never be moved 

 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son* and to 

the Holy Spirit;  

C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever.  Amen.  

 

P Preserve me, O God, for in You I take refuge.  
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EPISTLE Paul contrasts God’s folly in sending 

His Son with  

   worldly wisdom.   1 

Corinthians 1:18–31  

L For the word of the cross is folly to those who are 

perishing,   

C but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of 

the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I 

will thwart.”  

  

L Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 

scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 

not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 

For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did 

not know God through wisdom,   

C it pleased God through the folly of what we 

preach to save those who believe.  

  

L For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek 

wisdom,   

C but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and folly to Gentiles,  

  

L but to those who are called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is 

wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than men.  
  

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of 

you were wise according to worldly standards, 

not many were powerful, not many were of 

noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the 

world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
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weak in the world to shame the strong; God 

chose what is low and despised in the world, 

even things that are not, to bring to nothing 

things that are, so that no human being might 

boast in the presence of God. He is the source 

of your life in Christ Jesus,  

 C whom God made our wisdom and our 

righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption. Therefore, as it is written, “Let the 

one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  

  

L This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

 

VERSE Matthew 5:3  

  

P  Alleluia. Blessed are the poor in spirit,  

C for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Alleluia.  

  

HOLY GOSPEL Jesus explains that God’s 

blessings abound  for people of faith no matter 

their circumstances.  

      Matthew 5:1–12 

  

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

fifth chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

The Sermon on the Mount 

Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, 

and when he sat down, his disciples came to 

him. 
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The Beatitudes 

And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

"Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 

comforted. 

"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 

earth. 

"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive 

mercy. 

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 

God. 

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 

called sons of God. 

"Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

"Blessed are you when others revile you and 

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Son of God, Eternal 

Savior” LSB 842 

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

    Hallows all our human race, 

You our Head, who, throned in glory, 
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    For Your own will ever plead: 

Fill us with Your love and pity, 

    Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 

 

 

 

2 As You, Lord, have lived for others, 

    So may we for others live. 

Freely have Your gifts been granted; 

    Freely may Your servants give. 

Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 

    Yours the wealth of land and sea; 

We but stewards of Your bounty 

    Held in solemn trust will be. 

 

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 

    King of love and Prince of Peace; 

Hush the storm of strife and passion, 

    Bid its cruel discords cease. 

By Your patient years of toiling, 

    By Your silent hours of pain, 

Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 

    Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 

4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

    Hallows all our human race: 

By Your praying, by Your willing 

    That Your people should be one, 

Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 

    Here on earth Your will be done. 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

SERMON   Your ATTITUDE 

Determines Your    

 ALTITUDE    Matthew 5:1-12 

 

THE RITE OF ADULT 

CONFIRMATION 
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     Maria Elmore is welcomed into 

Communicant Membership of Trinity 

congregation. 

 

P Maria Elmore, our Beloved Sister in the Lord, our 

Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: "All 

authority has been given to Me in heaven and 

on earth.  Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded You; and lo, I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age." You have been 

baptized and catechized in the Christian faith 

according to our Lord's bidding. Jesus said, 

"Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also 

confess before My Father who is in heaven. But 

whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny 

before My Father who is in heaven." Lift up your 

hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and 

joyfully give answer to what I now ask you in the 

name of the Lord. 

P   Do you this day in the presence of God and of 

this congregation acknowledge the gifts that 

God gave you in your Baptism?  

R/C: Yes, I do.  

P Do you renounce the devil?  

R/C: Yes, I renounce him.  

P Do you renounce all his works?  

R/C: Yes, I renounce them.  

P Do you renounce all his ways?  

R/C  Yes, I renounce them.  

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?  

R/C: Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth.  
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P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord?  

R/C: Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day he rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence he will come to judge the living 

and the dead.  

P   Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?  

R/C: Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

P Do you hold all the Holy Scriptures written by the 

prophets and apostles to be the inspired Word 

of God?  

R/C: I do.  

P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, drawn from the Scriptures, as 

you have learned to know it from the Small 

Catechism, to be faithful and true?  

R/C: I do.  

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and 

receive the Lord's Supper faithfully?  

R/C: I do, by the grace of God.  

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of 

God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain 

true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to 

death?  

R/C: I do, by the grace of God.  
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C Do you intend to continue steadfast in this 

confession and Church and to suffer all, even 

death, rather than fall away from it?  

R/C: I do, by the grace of God. 

P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have 

been baptized and have received the teaching 

of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and 

been absolved of your sins. As you continue to 

hear the Lord's Word and receive His blessed 

Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in 

you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 

Christ.  

R/C: Amen.  

P Maria Elmore, the almighty God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new 

birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven 

you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to 

life T everlasting.  

R/C: Amen.  

P Let us pray.  

 Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise 

You for Your great goodness in bringing these 

Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of 

Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling 

them both with the heart to believe and with 

the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant 

that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may 

continue steadfast and victorious to the day 

when all who have fought the good fight of faith 

shall receive the crown of righteousness; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

R/C: Amen.  

P Peace be with you.  

R/C:Amen.  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P Let us pray for all people who call out to God in 

their distress. For our brothers and sisters who are 

poor in spirit because of outside oppression or 

personal problems, that God would remind 

them of their heavenly citizenship, let us pray to 

the Lord.  

C Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord.  

  

P For those who mourn, [including . . . ], that their 

suffering is alleviated and by their faith in Christ’s 

resurrection they would be comforted, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

C Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord.  

  

P For those who are meek as they thirst for 

righteousness, that God would raise up local 

and national leaders to provide security and 

justice for all, let us pray to the Lord.  

C Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord.  

  

P For those who reflect the mercy of God as they 

tend to the physical, emotional, and spiritual 

needs of those under their care, that God would 

give them wisdom and strength, let us pray to 

the Lord.  

C Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord.  

  

P For those who single-mindedly focus on sharing 

God’s peace with conflicted people around 

them, that God would keep them strong in faith 
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to use every opportunity at their disposal, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

C Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord.  

  

P For the Church wherever people gather around 

Word and Sacrament, that God would alleviate 

persecution they may be enduring and let the 

Church grow in faith and numbers, let us pray to 

the Lord.  

C Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord.  

  

P For ourselves in every difficulty, that God would 

remind us of Christ’s having done in our stead all 

that He calls us to do, let us pray to the Lord.  

 C In grateful thanksgiving, we rejoice this day and 

look forward to the reward our Savior won for us. 

To You alone, O Father, be all the glory, with 

Your Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.  

  

OFFERING  

  

OFFERTORY    “Give Thanks with a Grateful 

Heart  LSB 806 

806 GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART 

1 Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ His Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ His Son. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 
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Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks, give thanks. 
Text: Henry Smith, 1952 

Text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110002688 

 

 LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13  

 C Our Father who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be Thy name,  

 Thy kingdom come,  

 Thy will be done on earth  

  as it is in heaven;  

 give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those   

  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom  

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen.  

  

 BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26  

 P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 

you peace.  

C Amen.  

  

HYMN  “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord”    LSB 

651  

1 I love Your kingdom, Lord, 

    The place of Your abode, 

The Church our blest Redeemer saved 

    With His own precious blood. 
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2 Beyond my highest joy 

    I prize its heav’nly ways, 

Its sweet communion, solemn vows, 

    Its hymns of love and praise. 

 

3 I love Your Church, O God, 

    Your saints in ev’ry land, 

Dear as the apple of Your eye 

    And graven on Your hand. 

 

4 For them my tears shall fall; 

    For them my prayers ascend; 

For them my cares and toils be giv’n 

    Till toils and cares shall end. 

 

5 Sure as Your truth shall last, 

    To Zion shall be giv’n 

The brightest glories earth can yield 

    And brighter bliss of heav’n. 

 

Text: Timothy Dwight, 1752–1817, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

WELCOME MARIA! Our sister in Christ, Maria 

Elmore, has completed Adult Instruction and today 

will be received into communicant membership of 

Trinity congregation. Please join us after the service 

in the Family Life Center for cake and refreshments - 

and especially to meet and greet Maria and her 

family. 

THE LORD JESUS desires that all His of Christian 

people be connected to the Body of Christ 

(Christian Church) for spiritual growth, 

encouragement and close companionship with 

fellow believers. Please speak with the Elder of the 

Day or Pastor Mike after the service today if you 

sense that the Holy Spirit is calling you to connect 

with the Communion of Saints here at Trinity. 
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