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As We Gather 

The Lord always sets the right time for 

the right people to be used for His 

mission and purposes. Throughout the 

Old Testament, He spoke through 

prophets to proclaim His Word, call 

the people to repentance, and turn 

back into a relationship with Him. As 

His own beloved Son, our Savior, 

came into the world when the time 

was right, God used John the Baptist 

to prepare the way for Christ. As 

John’s ministry and calling people to 



repentance would cease, and Jesus’ 

earthly ministry began, Jesus echoed 

and perfectly fulfilled all that would 

come to fruition in and through Him. 

As Christ calls His first disciples, the call 

to repentance and faith continued. 

Even today, as we gather in His name, 

that same call through those the Lord 

has placed in His right time is heard 

with open ears and willing hearts 

within His Church, that we may live 

faithful lives of repentance and faith 

as we follow Him. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 
688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 

1 “Come, follow Me,” the Savior 

spake, 

    “All in My way abiding; 

Deny yourselves, the world 

forsake, 

    Obey My call and guiding. 

O bear the cross, whate’er 

betide, 

Take My example for your guide. 

 

2 “I am the light, I light the way, 

    A godly life displaying; 

I bid you walk as in the day; 

    I keep your feet from straying. 

I am the way, and well I show 

How you must sojourn here below. 

 

3 “My heart abounds in lowliness, 

    My soul with love is glowing; 

And gracious words My lips 

express, 



    With meekness overflowing. 

My heart, My mind, My strength, 

My all, 

To God I yield, on Him I call. 

 

4 “I teach you how to shun and flee 

    What harms your soul’s 

salvation, 

Your heart from ev’ry guile to free, 

    From sin and its temptation. 

I am the refuge of the soul 

And lead you to your heav’nly 

goal.” 

 

5 Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, 

    And take the cross appointed 

And, firmly clinging to His Word, 

    In suff’ring be undaunted. 

For those who bear the battle’s 

strain 

The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, 

who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God 

our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess 

that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We 

have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has 

given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 



Introit 

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

 the name of the LORD is to be 

praised! 

Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of 

the LORD, 

 praise the name of the LORD!] 

Blessèd be the name of the LORD 

 from this time forth and forevermore! 

The LORD is high above all nations, 

 and his glory above the heavens! 

He raises the poor from the dust 

 and lifts the needy from the ash 

heap, 

to make them sit with princes, 

 with the princes of his people. 

Glory be to the Father and  to the Son 

 and to the Holy  Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

 the name of the LORD is to be 

praised! 

 
Kyrie 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  

P For the peace from above and for 

our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 

 
  



P For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P For this holy house and for all who 

offer here their worship and praise 

let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P Help, save, comfort, and defend 

us, gracious Lord. 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

A Glory to God in the highest, and 

peace to His people on earth. 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty 

God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You 

thanks, we praise You for Your 

glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 

Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 

You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand 

of the Father; receive our prayer. 

For You alone are the Holy One, 

You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 



 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

C Almighty and everlasting God, 

mercifully look upon our infirmities 

and stretch forth the hand of Your 

majesty to heal and defend us; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever Amen.. 

  

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Jonah 3:1–5, 10 

Jonah Goes to Nineveh 

 1Then the word of the LORD came to 

Jonah the second time, saying, 
2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, 

and call out against it the message 

that I tell you.” 3So Jonah arose and 

went to Nineveh, according to the 

word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was 

an exceedingly great city, three days’ 

journey in breadth. 4Jonah began to 

go into the city, going a day’s journey. 

And he called out, “Yet forty days, 

and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 
5And the people of Nineveh believed 

God. They called for a fast and put on 

sackcloth, from the greatest of them 

to the least of them. . . . 

 10When God saw what they did, 

how they turned from their evil way, 

God relented of the disaster that he 



had said he would do to them, and 

he did not do it. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

Praise the LORD, all nations! 

 Extol him, all peoples! 

For great is his steadfast love toward 

us, 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD 

endures forever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his 

name; 

 bring an offering, and come into his 

courts! 

 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 7:29–35 

 29This is what I mean, brothers: the 

appointed time has grown very short. 

From now on, let those who have 

wives live as though they had none, 
30and those who mourn as though 

they were not mourning, and those 

who rejoice as though they were not 

rejoicing, and those who buy as 

though they had no goods, 31and 

those who deal with the world as 

though they had no dealings with it. 

For the present form of this world is 

passing away. 

 32I want you to be free from 

anxieties. The unmarried man is 

anxious about the things of the Lord, 

how to please the Lord. 33But the 

married man is anxious about worldly 

things, how to please his wife, 34and 



his interests are divided. And the 

unmarried or betrothed woman is 

anxious about the things of the Lord, 

how to be holy in body and spirit. But 

the married woman is anxious about 

worldly things, how to please her 

husband. 35I say this for your own 

benefit, not to lay any restraint upon 

you, but to promote good order and 

to secure your undivided devotion to 

the Lord. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Mark 1:14–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. 

Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

Jesus Begins His Ministry 

 14After John was arrested, Jesus 

came into Galilee, proclaiming the 

gospel of God, 15and saying, “The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 

God is at hand; repent and believe in 

the gospel.” 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples 

 16Passing alongside the Sea of 

Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew 



the brother of Simon casting a net into 

the sea, for they were fishermen. 
17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, 

and I will make you become fishers of 

men.” 18And immediately they left 

their nets and followed him. 19And 

going on a little farther, he saw James 

the son of Zebedee and John his 

brother, who were in their boat 

mending the nets. 20And immediately 

he called them, and they left their 

father Zebedee in the boat with the 

hired servants and followed him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father 

Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was 

buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again 

from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

  



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. 

Amen. 

 
833 Listen, God Is Calling 

ref Leader: 

    Listen, 

All: 

    listen, God is calling 

    Through the Word inviting, 

    Offering forgiveness, 

    Comfort, and joy. 

 

1 Leader: 

    Jesus gave His mandate: 

All: 

    Share the good news 

Leader: 

    That He came to save us 

All: 

    And set us free. Refrain 

 

2 Leader: 

    Let none be forgotten 

All: 

    Throughout the world. 

Leader: 

    In the triune name of God 

All: 

    Go and baptize. Refrain 

 

3 Leader: 

    Help us to be faithful, 

All: 

    Standing steadfast, 



Leader: 

    Walking in Your precepts, 

All: 

    Led by Your Word. Refrain 
Text: © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania. 

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002688 

 
Sermon     Christ is Calling Mark 1:14-20 

 
Sermon Hymn  826 Hark the Voice of Jesus 

Crying 

1 Hark, the voice of Jesus crying, 

    “Who will go and work today? 

Fields are white and harvests 

waiting— 

    Who will bear the sheaves 

away?” 

Loud and long the Master calleth; 

    Rich reward He offers thee. 

Who will answer, gladly saying, 

    “Here am I, send me, send 

me”? 

 

2 If you cannot speak like angels, 

    If you cannot preach like Paul, 

You can tell the love of Jesus, 

    You can say He died for all. 

If you cannot rouse the wicked 

    With the judgment’s dread 

alarms, 

You can lead the little children 

    To the Savior’s waiting arms. 

 

3 If you cannot be a watchman, 

    Standing high on Zion’s wall, 

Pointing out the path to heaven, 

    Off’ring life and peace to all, 

With your prayers and with your 

bounties 

    You can do what God 



commands; 

You can be like faithful Aaron, 

    Holding up the prophet’s 

hands. 

 

4 Let none hear you idly saying, 

    “There is nothing I can do,” 

While the multitudes are dying 

    And the Master calls for you. 

Take the task He gives you gladly, 

    Let His work your pleasure be; 

Answer quickly when He calleth, 

    “Here am I, send me, send me!” 
Text: Public domain 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for 

all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of 

thanksgiving and will call on the 

name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and 

will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now 

in the presence of all His people, 

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in 

the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole people 

of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their 

needs...... ... Lord of the Church, 

C in mercy, hear our prayer. 

  



P Into Your hands, O Lord, we 

commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in Your mercy through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

C Amen. 

  

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily 

bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into 

temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on 

you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor 

and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
856 O Christ, Who Called the Twelve 

1 O Christ, who called the Twelve 

    To rise and follow You, 

Forsaking old, familiar ways 



    For ventures bold and new: 

Grant us to hear Your call 

    To risk security 

And, bound in heart and will to 

You, 

    Find perfect liberty. 

 

2 O Christ, who taught the Twelve 

    The truth for ages sealed, 

Whose words and works 

awakened faith, 

    The ways of God revealed: 

Instruct us now, we pray, 

    By Your empow’ring Word. 

True teacher, be for all who seek 

    Their light, their life, their Lord. 

 

3 O Christ, who led the Twelve 

    Among the desolate 

And broke as bread of life for all 

    Your love compassionate: 

Lead us along the ways 

    Where hope has nearly died 

And help us climb the lonely hills 

    Where love is crucified. 

 

4 O Christ, who sent the Twelve 

    On roads they’d never trod 

To serve, to suffer, teach, proclaim 

    The nearer reign of God: 

Send us on ways where faith 

    Transcends timidity, 

Where love informs and hope 

sustains 

    Both life and ministry. 

 

5 O Christ, the_apostles’ Lord, 

    The martyrs’ strength and song, 

The crucified and risen King 



    To whom the saints belong: 

Though generations pass, 

    Our tribute still we bring, 

Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, 

    Our lives an offering. 
Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110002688 
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