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week's issue:

THE MIRACLE OF THE METHOD
With 2020 and 2021 being as they were, there may be friends and
acquaintances that may not be into the Christmas spirit or could use
some extra Christmas cheer. Invite them to Trinity with you. An
Advent soup supper, Christmas Eve candlelight service, or joyous
Christmas Day Bell Celebration might be just what they need.
So look around and reach out and share the meaning of Christmas

SUNDAY MORNING
LIFE WITH GOD
This Bible class is proving to be an
excellent review and renewal of our basic
Christian Faith. During conversations, the
group discussed the nature of the Triune
God, what it means to believe in God, the

Giving Tree
DON'T FORGET! The giving
tree gifts must be returned
to Trinity by Sunday,
December 12 . Thank you

for your generosity!

creation of the world, and the unnecessary
conflict between science and religion.
Class meets from 9:00 - 9:45 am every
Sunday - and we love to see new saints
join the conversation.

Birthdays and
Anniversaries
Tony Erisman

13-Dec

James Myers

15-Dec

Linda Freeman

12-Dec

WHY DO CHRISTIANS
SUFFER?

Anniversaries

The Sunday morning Life with God adult

Help needed

Bible Class is in the process of reviewing
the theology of the First Article of the
Apostles' Creed:I believe in God the Father
Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth.
Parts of this discussion include: Why
Christians suffer, the meaning of saving

Melissa and Claude Ratliff

9-Dec

Hello, as many of you know my dad
and I were working on my house when
he passed, I am in need of some help. If
you know of anyone who is a licensed

faith, the role and activity of angels, and

electrician, builders etc. I would like to

the strategy of Satanic temptation. Please

get some estimates. 231-679-0518 My

feel free and welcomed to join this

home is in Munith.

conversation each Sunday at 9:00 - 9:45 am.

Thank you,
Tony Erisman

Serving the Lord
December 12, 2021

This Week
Dec 12

Life with God

Divine service Divine Service
Elder: Rob Brumm
Acolyte: Michael Groeller
Usher: Lynda and Mitch Minger
Counting: Dan and Joanne Krueger

10 am Worship
Dec 13
Dec 14

Divine service
Elder: Mike Myher
Acolyte: Daniel Eppler
Usher: Joanna and Dan Krueger

6:30 pm Confirmation (this week only)
9 am Prayer warriors
10 am Bible Study

Dec 15

Altar: Lorraine Laible and Helen Riggs

December 19, 2021

9 am Sunday School/Adult study

5:30 pm Soup Supper
6:30 pm Advent Worshi[p

Dec 16

7 pm Elders

Dec 19

9 am Sunday School/Adult study
10 am Children's Program

If you need the calendar link and didn't
receive an email, please leave a note on the
office desk or email
lyndamngr262@gmail.com

Counting: Greg and Elizabeth Eppler
Altar: Lorraine Laible and Helen Riggs

PLEDGE
INGATHERING
EXTENSION
We are blessed to extend the targeted date
for submitting financial pledges to the LORD
to Friday, December 31, 2021 . Our pledges
will be placed on the altar as we pray over
them during the New Year's Eve Communion
Service at 6:30 pm - just as we prepare to
enter the New Year of Mission and Ministry at
Trinity. If it is not possible to join us for
worship on that day, please consider
dropping off your pledge in the church office
- or mailing it to the church at any time prior
to December 31. As always, we are blessed to
give thanks to the Lord for the generosity of
God's People here at Trinity. To God be the
glory!

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas
A Visit from Christ
Author: Angie Mosteller
Genre: A New Christ Centered
Poem

Background:
On the night before Christmas, most of us are so distracted by the details associated
with a visit from St. Nicholas that we forget about the much more important visit of
God, who miraculously entered the world as a man over 2,000 years ago. This “visit”
lasted over 30 years as God walked on earth teaching, loving and healing countless
people. Ultimately, he gave up his life in order to offer salvation to whoever believed in
him. Truly, this is the greatest gift known to man.

Though the following poem uses the famous first line of the classic, its purpose is to
turn attention to Jesus and the true significance of Christmas. The book, Fifth Seal, by
Bodie and Brock Thoene, inspired the words of the last verse of this poem. The story
gives a fictional, though historical, account of the birth of Christ, and depicts what
Joseph’s first words to Jesus may have been. Here is the excerpt from Fifth Seal (note
that Yosef is the Hebrew name for “Joseph” and Yeshua is the Hebrew name for
“Jesus”):
“‘Shalom, little one,’ Yosef whispered. To the carpenter, who had little experience with
newborns, the infant looked for all the world like a partially unwrapped Torah scroll.
When a synagogue’s ark was opened to deliver the Word of God to a reverent, adoring
congregation, the scroll’s royal covering of blue, purple, and scarlet was first laid aside,
revealing the humbler, inner wrapping . . . just like now.
Yosef the Tzadik [righteous], a worshipful congregation of one, adored what he saw
and rubbed the corner of his eye on his robe’s sleeve . . . .
With a bit of wiggling and squirming, Yeshua freed one hand from the confines of the
swaddling. A tiny fist emerged and went to His mouth.
Instinctively, Yosef reached his own calloused hand toward the child’s. Partway there,
struck by sudden hesitation, Yosef paused, but the baby’s eyes had already spotted the
motion.
A moment later baby Yeshua’s right hand closed around Yosef’s little finger. Yosef’s
eyes overflowed onto his cheeks and down into his beard.
‘Shalom,’ he whispered again. ‘Welcome to our –’ Stopping, the carpenter corrected
himself. ‘Welcome to your world. You are loved.’”
Through Jesus “all things were made” (John 1:3). The whole world belongs to him, yet he
chose to enter it as a helpless infant for our sake. May this poem lead you to reflect on
God’s amazing love for us!
Excerpt taken from The Fifth Seal by Bodie and Brock Thoene. Copyright © 2006 by
Bodie and Brock Thoene. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. All
rights reserved.

