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Glad Tidings 

Other 
opportunities to be 

in God’s Word 

Tuesday Morning  
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m. 

This Group is using the magazine 
Good News, which is  published 
by Concordia Mission Society.  
The editor is the former LHM 

speaker Wallace Schultz.  There 
are several editions available in 

the pastor’s study/office for 
anyone who would like to review 
a topic or use one for a personal 
Bible study.  The topics available 

include; The Keys, Comfort, 
Worship, Trials and Afflictions, 
Teaching.  The group will study  

Law and Gospel next. 

Wednesday morning  
Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. 

Our next Bible study focus will 
be “Living Beyond Yourself: 

Exploring the Fruit of the Spirit”  

by Beth Moore 

If evenings are better, join us 
 at the Cottage Meetings the 

last Friday of the month  
at 7 p.m. hosted at a  

members home.  

In the  

Sunday Morning Bible study, 
Pastor is currently covering 
Ecclesiastes. Join us for an 

interesting look into this portion 

of the Old Testament. 

We hope to see all of you at one 

or more of these Bible Studies. 

VBS is now in full planning mode!  
I’ve filled over half of the positions but 
still need someone to direct in these 
areas, plus lots of helpers.  Would you 
be willing to serve in this outreach to 
our community? 

 Decorations Coordinator 

 Storyteller 

 Snack Leader 

 Games Leader 

If you would like to help in any way, 
you can talk to me, e-mail me, sign-up 
online or on the bulletin board sign-up 
sheet.  I encourage all of you to visit 
trinitypinckney.org.  Under Christian 
Ed you will find a link to register you 
kids, grandkids, friends and neighbors 
and also a commercial to get a peek of 
what The Amazing Desert Journey 
will be like this year.  Check it out! 

If you are doing spring cleaning, don’t 
throw away any of these items.  You 
can give them to me and I’ll hang on 
to them until we’re ready to transform 
our church into a desert marketplace 
and oasis. 

 Pottery 

 Baskets 

 Sheets, curtains or window sheers 

 Artificial plants or trees 

 Pillows 

 Camels 

 Anything that reminds you of the 
desert! 

Since January we have been saving 
all our Sunday School offerings for the 
children and adults to go towards 

Know What Our Children Are Studying is on Page 5 this month 

adopting a student in Haiti.  We need 
$130 per child and we were hoping to 
adopt both a boy and girl.  So far we 
have collected $183.67.  We still need 
$72.33 so keep bringing in your 
offering! 

Easter Sunday is a wonderful day of 
celebration here at Trinity as we 
rejoice and give praise to our risen 
LORD!  Please bring your children, 
grandchildren, family, friends and 
neighbors to participate in our Easter 
breakfast and the egg hunt that 
follows for all children. 

Ladies, have you been wanting to 
start coming to bible study but don’t 
know when to start?  If you are 
available on Wednesday morning, now 
is the time to start!  On Wednesday, 
April 11th at 10:30 we will be starting 
a new Beth Moore study called Living 
Beyond Yourself: Exploring the Fruit 
of the Spirit.  If you’ve never done a 
Beth Moore study before, they are 
amazing!  Beth really digs into God’s 
Word in a fun, enlightening and 
powerful way.  I promise you won’t be 
disappointed!  If you are interested, 
please talk to Kristin Myher or me so 
we can get a workbook ordered for 
you.  Please join us!  (Kids are always 
welcome!!) 

There is so much going on here at 
Trinity! 

Rejoice! 

Elizabeth Eppler 
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Pastor’s Page (like the Gospel itself) its true na-

ture, power and value are often 
hidden from those who are extolled 
as the “scholars” and “experts” of 
this world.  “I praise you, father, 

Lord of heaven and earth,” Jesus 
once prayed, “because you have 
hidden these things from the wise 
and learned, and revealed them to 
little children.  Yes, Father for this 
was your good pleasure” (Matt. 

11:25-26) 

But God’s children, whether age 

seven or seventy, also need to grow 
in faith and spiritual maturity.  
This means growing, too, in their 
understanding and practice of 
prayer.  In this as in every other 

area of the Christian life, they 
need instruction and admonition, 
guidance and encouragement, di-
rection and protection.  After all, 
not every voice we hear today is 
the voice of the Good Shepherd—

even among those voices that claim 
or intend to be speaking for God.  

And not everything that goes by 
the name of “prayer today is in 
conformity with the teaching of 
Scripture regarding prayer.  For 

these and many other reasons, God 
has included in his Word a vast 
treasure of comforting and trust-
worthy teachings concerning 
prayer.  And God is pleased, and 

we are richly blessed, when with 
child-like humility and enthusiasm 
we search the Scriptures and plead 
with the disciples, “Lord, teach us 
to pray!” (Luke 11:1) 

One might think that prayer is so 
common that it needs no study to 
be understood.  Christians pray 

throughout the world in churches, 
at home and work—or whenever 
they are.  The generically 
“spiritual” pray. There is no lack of 
prayer in Hindu temples, Muslim 
Mosques, Buddhist monasteries, 

and animist shrines.  Even the 
secular atheist, as he inwardly 
mentions his hopes and desires to 

himself, is praying to the only 
“god” he knows.  Anyone who cares 
seems to know already about 

Theology and Practice of Prayer 
A Lutheran View 

By Pastor Snider 

“Thank God,” writes Martin Lu-
ther in the Smalcald Articles, 
1537 AD “a seven year-old child 
knows what the church is, namely, 

holy believers and sheep who hear 
the voice of their Shepherd.” 

A seven-year-old child who knows 
what the church is surely also 
knows what prayer is.  Prayer, as 
any little lamb of the Good Shep-
herd knows, is simply “talking to 

God.”  Prayer is speaking to God 
in response to His speaking to us 
in His Word, just as sheep respond 
to the sound of the Shepherd’s 
voice by “bleating back” to him 
their inarticulate expressions of 

gratitude, affection, and depend-
ence. 

And “so,” Luther goes on to say,  
“Children pray, ‘I believe in one 
holy Christian church.’”  Children 
not only know what prayer is, 
they also know how to pray.  They 
pray the words of the Creed, join-

ing together with other baptized 
children of God in confessing what 
God, through His Word, has 
taught them to believe.  They pray 
at mealtime and at bedtime and 
throughout the day, thanking 

their Father in Heaven for the 
daily gifts of His presence, provi-
sion, and protection.  They pray 
the prayer that the Lord Jesus 
himself to all God’s children to 

pray, in which “God would encour-
age us to believe that he is truly 
our Father and we are truly his 
children in order that we may ap-
proach him boldly and confidently 
in prayer, even as beloved chil-

dren approach their dear father.” 

In one sense, therefore, the sub-

ject of prayer is very simple, and 
for this—with Luther—we thank 
God.  It is so simple, in fact, that 

prayer.  So why would we need to 

study it? 

The universality of prayer is the 
very reason that it requires con-
sideration.  All the world prays, 
but to gods of infinitely different 
conceptions.  Even within Chris-

tian groups and churches there 
are often markedly different and 
varying understandings of prayer.  
The assignment that was given to 
the CTCR stated two reasons for 

a study of prayer: (1) the impor-

tance of prayer in a Christian’s 
life and (2) a tendency to speak of 
prayer as if it were a “means of 
grace.”  This indicates both the 
need to encourage Christians to 

pray and also the potential for the 
Christian view of prayer to be 
misunderstood. 

It has become so customary at the 
end of prayer to say, “Amen,” that 
it is often meaningless.  Both chil-
dren and adults frequently under-

stand the Amen to mean simply 

“the end.”  It is important to em-
phasize that the word actually 
means, “surely” or “truly.”  It calls 
to mind the importance of ear-
nestness and sincerity in prayer.  
To add our “Amen” when another 

prays or to affirm it after the 
Lord’s prayer is spoken or follow-
ing a Psalm reading is a claim of 
personal involvement and affir-
mation that this is our prayer and 

our sincere desire. 

Prayer is an important part of 

being a Christian and the recent 
study on Prayer which was re-
ceived from the Commission on 
Theology and Church Relations 
will be the topic of this column for 
the next several issues.  The text 

will contain many excerpts from 
Theology and Practice of Prayer, 
A Lutheran View.  If you would 
like your own copy please contact 
me to express that desire. 
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cry is "Hosanna in the highest," 
for what is more needed in this 
dying world than the Lord's 
salvation? 

The second half of the Sanctus 
contains a statement as bold as 
the first. Here we have our own 
little Palm Sunday. Just as the 
crowds cried out to Jesus as he 
entered Jerusalem, so do we 
declare, "Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord" (Mt. 
21:9; Ps. 118:26). Heaven contin-
ues to break into our world as 
Jesus, our humble king, comes 
riding into our midst in the Lord's 
name. This confession in the 
Sanctus of Jesus' real presence is 
so significant that Luther pro-
posed moving the Sanctus after 
the Words of Institution in order 
to highlight the reality of the 
words we sing. 

The Elders have been working 
on our inactive members list. 
Our goal is to get our roster 
current and encourage those 
that are in the area, but not 
attending regularly, to do so. 
We have also been discussing 
the need to update members as 
to who their Elder is. We are 
reviewing possible ways to 
accomplish this. 

We have also begun reading 
the book: The Spirituality of 
the Cross; the way of the first 
Evangelicals. We hope this 
reading will further strengthen 
our calling for Trinity. 

The LCMS Liturgy   

Sanctus 

 If any part of the service has 
been recognized as providing a 
glimpse of heaven, it's the 
Sanctus: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God of Sabaoth, heaven and 
earth are full of your glory." This 
is the eternal song of the angels 
who hover over the throne of God 
in the vision of heaven that was 
given to Isaiah (Is. 6:1-4). Such 
was the splendor of their song 
that the very foundations of the 
threshold of the temple trembled 
at the sound. 

At first glance, these words 
appear to be out of place at this 
point in the service. Neverthe-
less, the reality is that there is 
nothing in this entire world that 
compares with the miracle of 
Jesus' bodily presence to feed his 
people. In this meal God is 
breaking into our world to give 
us life. No wonder our repeated 

From the Editor: This is the next part in my 
series of Parts of the Liturgy taken from the 
LCMS website.   

Upcoming Events  

MEN ’S  G ROUP  
SATURDAY ,  A PRIL  7 ,   

7 :00  AM  

P ASSION  WEEK  

Passion Week starts with  

Palm Sunday on April 1st. 

Maundy Thursday and  

Good Friday Services start at 

7:00pm.   

Easter Sunday Early service is 

at 8:00 with breakfast and 

Easter egg hunt following.  

Celebration service is at  

10:00 am. 

 
SPRING  R ALLY  

SATURDAY ,  A PRIL  14 ,   

10 :00  AM  TO  1 :00  PM  

RSVP required by April 8 to 
Carol Shaffer 
steve.shaffer08@comcast.net 

Cathie Snider 
csnider9@yahoo.com or 

734-375-5557 

Youth Group News  

Elder’s 

Update  
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A special thank you to our Youth 

Group for providing the food, 

serving and helping with the clean 

up. You are truly a blessing and the 

congregation appreciates all that 

you do. 

 

Great Job! 

 

THANKS TO OUR YOUTH 

AND THEIR FAMILIES -- 

 

Thank you to all the parents and 

grandparents that helped with the 

food preparation for the Youth 

Brunch on March 11th. Our 

donations totaled 

$176 and were applied to the 

LCMS Pledges ($2,700 for 2011 

and $1,500 for 2012). Since the 

money should come from General 

Funds which are already short, 

please consider giving monthly by 

using the blue envelopes which 

can be found in the back of each 

pew and mark it “LCMS”. 
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A very Happy Birthday from 

the Members of Trinity  

Lutheran Church: 

2: Bridgette Tackett 

8: Madysin Gray 

9: Beth Engel 

10: Daniel Eppler 

12: Carol Clacher 

14: Mike Myher 

17: Eric Tackett 

18: June Yek 

The topics for April include:  

Peter Denies Jesus Mark 14:26-72 

Jesus Dies and Lives Again Mark 15:1-16:8 

Jesus Reinstates Peter John 21:1-19 

Paul’s First Missionary Journey Acts 13-14 

Paul and Timothy Acts 15:1-16:5 

Editors note:  Prayers can be sent to 
Lynda Minger via email at   
lyndamngr262@gmail.com, or by 
pinning on the bulletin board in the 
back office. 

Praise and thanksgiving 

Gracious God and Father, we 
humbly magnify the wisdom of 
your ways and in childlike trust 
commit ourselves to Your fatherly 
guidance. Uphold us, we pray You 
by Your right hand, guide us with 
Your counsel, and receive us at 
last into glory.  We  pray for those 
among us who are in special  need 
of your guidance and healing: 

For John and Diane Menning give 
them comfort, peace and strength. 

For healing for Cathie Snider’s 
back issues: guide the doctors to 
relieve her pain. 

Safe travels for  all  members of 
our congregation  and all others 
who are traveling. 

Speedy recovery of health issues 
for Dixie Russell and Lorena 
Luckhardt 

For the soldiers overseas who are 
still protecting freedoms, our own 
and others in the world: Brandon 
Snider in Korea,  Debbie Kessler  
and Melissa Van Gorden who are 
serving in Afghanistan. 

Guidance, wisdom and strength of 
faith for the Congregation of 
Trinity as they nurture and grow 
the seed sown in this place. 

For those struggling with job 
situations, guide their hearts in 
the the direction you would like 
them to go. 

Pray for our Missionaries in other 
countries that they remain safe in 
Your care as they spread Your 
Word –  Remember Doris Kayser 
in Guinea  

Prayer List 
Happy Birthday!! 

Don’t Forget!!  Glad Tidings can be found on line at 
www.trinitypinckney.org 

 

Anyone who would like to 
receive the newsletter via email, 

please email your request to: 
lyndamngr262@ gmail.com 

Psalm 139:13 
For you created my inmost being; 
you knit me together in my mother's 
womb. (NIV) 

23: Derek Buurma 

      Dustin Buurma 

25: Rachel Frazzini 

27: Jared Buurma 

29: Jared Curtis 

30: Steve Pelto 

Know What Our Children Are Studying 

http://christianity.about.com/od/faqhelpdesk/p/newinternationa.htm


This is a page that recognizes persons of our congre-
gation who have “blessed” Trinity with their actions.  
If there is someone you would like to recognize for 
the blessings they’ve shown, please print their name 
and the “blessing” on the slip of paper and put it in 
the envelope provided on the bulletin board in the 
Narthex.  We have so many blessings around us that 

we can thank God for. 
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The Youth 

Blessing: for their efforts 
to help raise money by 

serving a wonderful lunch. 

 
Read the whole recipe before 
beginning. Try to do 
together Saturday night 
before Easter Sunday. 

INGREDIENTS: 
1 cup whole pecans  
3 egg whites 
1 cup sugar  
1 tsp. vinegar 
Pinch salt 

Preheat oven to 300 
degrees  
*** (this is very impor-
tant --- don't wait until you are half 
done with the recipe).    

Place pecans in zipper baggie and 
let children beat them with the 
wooden spoon to break into small 
pieces. Explain that after Jesus was 
arrested, He was beaten by the 
Roman soldiers. Read John 19:1-3 

Let child smell the vinegar. Put 1 
tsp. into mixing bowl. Explain that 
when Jesus was thirsty on the cross, 
He was given vinegar to drink. Read 
John 19:28-30 

Add egg whites to the vinegar. Eggs 
represent life. Explain that Jesus 
gave His life to give us life. Read 
John 10:10-11  

Sprinkle a little salt into each child's 
hand. Let them taste it and 
brush the rest into the 
bowl. Explain that this 
represents the salty tears 
shed by Jesus' followers, 
and the bitterness of our 
own sin. Read Luke 23:27  

So far the ingredients are 
not very appetizing. Add 1 
cup sugar. Explain that the 
sweetest part of the story 
is that Jesus died because 

He loves us. He wants us to know 
and belong to Him. Read Psalm 34:8 
and John 3:16  

Beat with a mixer on high speed for 
11-15 minutes until stiff peaks are 
formed. Explain that the color white 
represents the purity in God's eyes 
of those whose sins have been 
cleansed by Jesus. Read Isaiah 1:18 
and John 3:1-3  

Fold in broken nuts. Drop by 
teaspoon onto waxed paper-
covered cookie sheet. 

RESURRECTION  

COOKIES 

You will need: a wooden 
spoon,  Bible, Zipper 
baggie, Tape 

Explain that each mound represents 
the rocky tomb where Jesus' body 
was laid. Read Matt. 27:65-66 

Put cookie sheet in the oven. Close 
the door and turn the oven OFF. 
Give each child a piece of tape and 
seal the oven door. Explain that 
Jesus' tomb was sealed. Read Matt. 
27: (5-66 

GO TO BED! 

Explain that they may feel sad to 
leave the cookies in the oven 
overnight. Jesus' followers were in 
despair when the tomb was sealed. 
Read John 16:20 and 22 
On Resurrection morning, open the 
oven and give everyone a cookie! 
Notice the cracked surface and take 
a bite. The cookies are hollow. On 
the first Resurrection Day, Jesus' 
followers were amazed to find the 
tomb open and empty. Read Matt 
28:1-9 

HE HAS RISEN! HALLELUJAH! 

Barb Yek and Joanna Krueger 

Blessing:  Filling in and han-

dling the ordering of flowers 

while Lois is away 



The members of the Committee for Con-

vention Nominations (CCN) for the 2013 

convention of the Synod will be elected by the 

2012 district conventions. 

 The Secretary of the Synod is required to 

handle the preliminary work of the CCN 

committee, beginning with the solicitation of 

names of potential nominees from officers and 

agencies of the Synod at least 24 months prior 

to the convention, followed by notice in a 

publication of the Synod and on the Synod 

Web site 1 8 months prior. 

A request for names of potential nominees has 

been printed in The Lutheran Witness and 

Reporter in January 2012 and posted on the 

LCMS Web. Such is also the purpose of this 

mailing. Descriptions of the offices, boards, 

and commissions requiring nominations for 

the 2013 convention are enclosed, including 

information regarding the eligibility of incum-

bents.  

If anyone has any nominations for office for the 

following positions the information and 

nomination form can be obtained from our 

Trinity church office: 

 Secretary  

 LCMS Board of Directors  

 LCMS Church Extension Fund 

 Concordia Historical Institute 

 Concordia Publishing House  

 LCMS Foundation  

 Theology and Church Relations  

 Concordia University System  

 Board of Regents:  

 Ann Arbor  

 Austin   

 Bronxville   

 Fort Wayne  

 Irvine  

 Mequon  

 Portland  

 River Forest  

 St. Louis  

 St. Paul  

 Selma  

 Seward 
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Synod News 

Lutheran Women in Mission - Ann Arbor Zone 

SPRING RALLY 
"... and the greatest of these is love." ~ 1 Corinthians 13:13 

Saturday, April 14 

10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

Guest speaker: 

Nancy Mamolen 

RSVP required by April 8: 
Carol Shaffer 
steve.shaffer08@comcast.net 
 

Cathie Snider 
csnider9@yahoo.com or 
(734) 375-5557 

 

 

 

Ingathering Items: 
New or gently used baby- 
children’s clothing (0-12 yrs) 
(For Methodist Church Gap 
Ministry) 

Hosted at 
Haab’s Restaurant 
18 W. Michigan Ave. 
Downtown Ypsilanti 

Cost: $12.50 
(includes gratuity) 

 

Lunch choices: 

Broiled sirloin filet, fresh Coho 
Salmon or Broiled Teriyaki 
Chicken breast. Also included are 
a salad, vegetable, dessert and a 
beverage (no alcoholic drinks). 
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Hey, Kids and Parents!! 

Vacation Bible School is July 9-13.  
 That Friday evening, July 13, we will celebrate the 

joy of Christ with friends and family with the  

Closing of  Vacation Bible School.”  

VBS offerings will be going toward Project: Clean 

Water   

Correction, Last month I wrote that the Haitian Student Sponsorship was 

funded by VBS.  It is actually funded by the Sunday school  

Did you know? 
• 99 percent of the earth’s water is unsafe or not available for 

drinking.  

• One flush of a toilet in the United States uses more water than 

many Africans use in an entire day for drinking, cooking, 

cleaning, and washing. 

• More than half of the people in hospitals in developing 

countries are sick because of unclean water. 

• Every year, almost 2 million children die because they do not 

have access to clean water. 

You can help! 
LCMS witness and mercy work brings clean water to people 

in many countries across the world. When you support 

Project: Clean Water, you will show God’s love to people in 

need. 

$10 provides a water filter for children in Cambodia. 
$35 provides a water filtration system for a family in 

Haiti. 
$500 will help bring water to a community in rural 

China. 

Get involved! 
YOU can make a big difference in the world! YOU can bring 

clean water to children and families in a faraway country, 

and YOU can help your friends and family get involved too! 

  

What is the “2 Gallon Challenge”? 
One flush of a toilet in the United States uses more 

water than many Africans use in an entire day. The 

average newly-installed toilet uses approximately 1.5 

gallons of water per flush. To be generous, we round 

up to 2. See if you can use only 2 gallons of water for 

all your drinking, washing, cooking, and cleaning. That 

includes brushing your teeth and washing the supper 

dishes! 

Let us know how it goes! Send an e-mail to infocen-

ter@lcms.org or post on our Facebook page! You can find us 

at www.facebook.com/thelcms. 


