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Christian Education News
The

Other
opportunities to be
in God’s Word
Tuesday Morning
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.
Subject is “Trials and
Afflictions”
Wednesday morning
Bible Study at 10:30 a.m.
is finishing up “Imagine—God
Can Do More Than You Ever
Dreamed.”
We will be starting a new study
on Christmas and we’d love to
have you!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
C HILDREN
&

T EEN B IBLE S TUDY
Would like to invite you to
Our Children’s Christmas Worship
D e c e m b e r 1 8 TH
During the 10am Worship
Service
Birthday Party for Jesus

If evenings are better, join us

Following the Service

at the Cottage Meetings the
last Friday of the month at
7 p.m. hosted at a members
home.
We hope to see all of you at
one or more of these Bible
Studies.
In the Sunday Morning Bible
study Pastor is currently
covering in the “What About”
series:
We urge you to join us for
these pertinent topics for
today’s world.
Anyone wishing to bring
candy for the Children's
Christmas Treat Bags,
please have it here by
Sunday, December 11th.
Thank You.

PLEASE Join us!

The season of Advent is upon us
and as we prepare our hearts for
Jesus, we are also busy preparing
for the Christmas program. We
need the help of every teen, youth
and child! Please plan to be at
Sunday School on December 4th,
11th and the 18th so you can practice
and participate with us. Even if
you can’t make it to Sunday school,
we still welcome all children to be a
part of our program. We’ve got
plenty of costumes and parts to
read! Please invite your family,
friends and neighbors to attend our

program and birthday party for
Jesus on December 18th during
our worship service.

Attention High School Youth
Kristin Myher’s High school students are
studying how God reveals himself to us
in His word and His creation. Please join
us on Sunday mornings at 8:45 - 9:45
for this discussion based, interactive
study, giving the students opportunity to
express themselves and heighten their
understanding of the bible
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Pastor’s Page
Use According to Directions!
By Pastor Snider
Several years ago we
started getting messages on
products that we would buy.
Some of them were consumer
products and others have been
service type messages. One
that comes to mind is the
monthly test of the warning
system followed by an explanation of what to do if you ever
hear this warning sound and it
is not a test.
The warning label on cigarette packs has become progressively more severe as it
went from “the Surgeon General warns that smoking may
be hazardous to pregnant
women and their unborn child”
to something much more serious (and I haven’t read the latest). It may be something like
“Warning: using this product
can and probably will kill you
and will endanger the lives of
those around you as you use
it.”
We have many silly directions on the packages of drugs
and food; one that is interesting reads, “remove from package before taking by mouth.”
Another is “this product may
only be used according to the
directions and for the purpose
for which it was intended.”
There are others for example
on a hammer handle, “do not
strike any hard object, this
may cause shattering.” Isn’t
this why we buy a hammer? A
step
ladder
manufacturer
spends more money on labels
than on the hardware needed
to hold the wood together.
In most cases we have figured out that the warnings are

common sense and they take a
lot of time to read so we ignore
them and we even tear the “do
not remove tags” from our pillows and mattresses.
All of this I think has led
us to ignore other warnings in
life. If we look at what God
has told us there are many
warnings in the Bible about
living our life. These have
been available for us for all of
our lives and have become either too boring to continue to
read the same old stuff or the
conscience has become dulled
to the warnings.
Scripture has a lot to say
about the problems in our
world and how they have come
to effect our lives. With the
approval of same sex marriages in some states and the
ban by judges on the posting of
the Ten Commandments it is
important to know what God
intends for us. As we prepare
for the end of our life, the beginning of a new child’s or
grand child’s life, the changing
phase in each of our lives and
the daily relationship between
those who are Christians and
those who are not, we need to
read the directions for living a
Christian life.
The warning is not to just
read the directions but to live
according to them. When we
approach the Word of God with
the attitude that we can pick
and choose what is right for us
we are setting ourselves above
God and His plan for us.
Disciplining a child may
will leave lasting impressions
for the rest of their lives but
not disciplining them does not
show the love of God in their
life. Christmas shopping instead of attending Advent or
Sunday morning services is a
human choice and contrary to
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the third command. Keeping
what God gives is yours to do
with according to your choice.
Do you see the influence of
the world in all of these examples? There are many more
deficiencies in our relationship
to God and other people because we take our direction for
life from the world and not
from God’s directions in His
word.
I think the impact that
this practice of ignoring “the
use according to directions” is
impacting our personal life and
the life of the congregation.
Attendance is down, contributions are down, attendance at
Bible study is down and discipline in the home and children
being given an option early in
life leads to attendance at
church and Sunday school to
be down.
Sharing the Good News is
done on a regular basis here at
Trinity and if you aren’t getting your share of direction
from God something else is
causing you to use your Christian life in a way that is not
according to the directions God
had in mind when He brought
you into this world.
Celebrate the Love God
has for us as we prepare for
the celebration of the coming of
the Christ Child who came according to God’s plan to save
each one of the people He
crested.
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The LCMS Liturgy
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From the Editor: This is the fourth in my series of
Parts of the Liturgy taken from the LCMS website.

Hymn of Praise

On the night of Jesus’ birth, the
angels let loose their earthshattering song of praise:
"Glory be to God on high, and
on earth peace, goodwill toward
men." On that specific occasion,
their praise gave utterance to
the good news that the Son of
God had come in the flesh.
Heaven had come down to
earth! And ever since, the
Church has continued to rejoice
in this miracle of our salvation.
The opening words of the Gloria
in Excelsis are followed by a
hymn of praise to the triune
God. One can imagine the
faithful singing these words in

heaven: "We praise you, we bless
you, we worship you, we glorify
you, we give you thanks for your
great glory." Our focus is on the
incarnate Son of God, the onlybegotten Son, the Lamb of God,
and only Son of the Father. And
if that isn’t enough to name this
One who is the object of our
worship and praise, twice we
sing, "you take away the sin of
the world." There it is, the heart
and substance of the Christian
faith. In heaven we will be
gathered around the throne and
the Lamb, confessing that he
alone is holy, he alone is the
Lord. In more recent times, the
Lutheran Church in North

This is a page that recognizes persons of our
congregation who have “blessed” Trinity with
their actions. If there is someone you would
like to recognize for the blessings they’ve
shown, please print their name and the
“blessing” on the slip of paper and put it in the
envelope provided on the bulletin board in the
Narthex. We have so many blessings around us
that we can thank God for.

Trinity Lutheran Church
It’s pastor and congregation
Blessing: being a wonderful
church family for my family

America has made a significant
contribution to the church’s
liturgy through the alternate
Hymn of Praise, "This is the
Feast." Drawing directly from
the description of heaven in the
Revelation to St. John, our
voices are joined to that heavenly throng as we sing with
them, "Worthy is the Lamb who
was slain, to receive power and

Trinity Congregation
Blessing: for supporting the
youth Group.

Bob Brumm
Blessing: for absolutely
wonderful job on the walls
of the church
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Prayer List
We praise and thank our
Almighty Lord for the blessing of
healing and strength for those
who are dealing with health
issues. Keep all the members of
this congregation in your prayers,
especially those in need of healing, strength, comfort and peace:
Tim Friebe struggling with back
issues
For John and Diane Menning give
them comfort, peace and strength.
For the soldiers overseas who are
still protecting freedoms, our own
and others in the world: Brandon
Snider in Korea, Barb Yek’s
nephew Casey Sampson and
Debbie Kessler who are serving in
Iraq.

For soldiers who have been
imprisoned, those freed and those
still suffering.
Be with the members of the
congregation and community to
find comfort and peace as they
deal with difficult events in their
lives. For those seeking jobs, those
suffering from a declining economy
Strength and health: Doris and
Harold Hinchey,
Kaye Wick,
Edward Egeler, Marlene Bonnett,
Sandy Carey, Maurine Wallace,
Jeanette Fansler, Nancy Lannon,
Glenn Artress, Martha Artress,
Sabrina Burak-Lasko, Melissa,
Carolyn Benkovsky, Kira Kelm.

Posse Posts
LWML YOUNG WOMAN
REPRESENTATIVE
Deck the Halls….Come One, Come All – The
Ladies Posse would like to invite the congregation to help trim the church’s Christmas tree
and decorate the halls!
The festivities start at 7PM on 12/9. Please
bring an appetizer to share and join us for joyful
fellowship as we prepare for the celebration of
Christ’s birth. Please let Joanna Krueger know
if you have any questions.
The Ladies Posse is collecting money for LWML
Mites. In your mailbox there will be Mite boxes.
Please return your filled Mite Boxes on the Last
Sunday of each month. $236 has been collected
so far. 25% of the mite offering is sent to LWML
for mission grants and the remaining 75% is
used for your district's mission grant.

Be with those who are battling
cancer and strengthen them in
health and spirit: Jason Richards,
Karen Ruffutto, Denise, Bonnie
Duke, Wanda Helman, Julie
Carpenter, Nancy Knight, Arlene
Earl, and Larry, Nancy Lannon,
Noel Schaff
Prayers of thanksgiving for those
who have felt your healing power:
Tanya Roberts.
Pray for our Missions in other
countries that they remain safe in
Your care as they spread Your
Word – Remember Doris Kayser
in Guinea

Youth Group News
The Youth Group had a successful Brunch
on the twentieth, having fun creating and
serving the dishes to the congregation who
were very pleasantly surprised at the
selection of breakfast foods displayed.
Donations of $108 were given.
Orders for the Honey supporting the
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch and our own
youth need to be given to Mitch Minger,
Janice Lasko or put in the Minger mailbox
by Dec 11.
Parents night out is scheduled for Dec 3rd
6-10 pm by reservation only so that we are
sure to have enough Youth to accommodate the children.
The bottle and can collection continues.
Please bring your returns to church and
place them in the lined, trash
can in the Narthex. We have
collected $112 so far!! The
Youth Group greatly appreciates your contributions.
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Upcoming Events
M EN’S G ROUP
S ATURDAY, D EC 1 , 7 :0 0 AM
LADIES OF TRINITY,
SAVE THE DATE
DEC 3, 2011 3 PM
For an outing to see “It’s a
Wonderful Life” musical, at the
Encore Musical Theatre Company in Dexter.

F AMILY F UN D AY
J AN 2 9 , 2 0 1 2 1 2 - 5PM
Plan on joining us after church
from 12-5pm for a fun filled time
at White Lodge. Bring a dish to
pass and your favorite games,
sleds and ice skates!!

H AM DINNER
F EB 12 AFTER WORSHIP
C HURCH D ECORATING
P ARTY
F RIDAY, D EC 9 , 7 : 0 0 PM
Deck the Halls….Come One,
Come All – The Ladies Posse
would like to invite the congregation to help trim the church’s
Christmas tree and decorate the
halls!
The festivities start at 7PM on
12/9. Please bring an appetizer to
share and join us for joyful
fellowship as we prepare for the
celebration of Christ’s birth.
Please let Joanna Krueger know
if you have any questions.

SOME GOOD
IDEAS
This is an excerpt of an email sent
to me by a friend. It was too long
for my space but so many of the
ideas were good and I know some
years I could use some good ideas
so I though I would share.
Actually, Christmas is about Jesus!
Aside from that, I think this offers
some good suggestions for the giving
aspect.
Christmas 2011 -- Birth of a New
Tradition
As the holidays approach.. Americans
will give the gift of genuine concern
for other Americans. There is no
longer an excuse that, at gift giving
time, nothing can be found that is
produced by American hands. Yes,
there is!

Musicians Needed

We are looking for musicians to
play at the Christmas Eve Service.
Horns are especially good at the
festive occasion. Please
contact Linda Freeman at
810-588-4103
or
Pastor Snider for more
details

It's time to think outside the box,
people. Who says a gift needs to fit in a
shirt box, wrapped in Chinese produced wrapping paper?
Everyone -- yes EVERYONE gets their
hair cut. How about gift certificates
from your local American hair salon or
barber?
Gym membership? It's appropriate for
all ages who are thinking about some
health improvement.
Who wouldn't appreciate getting their
car detailed? Small, American owned
detail shops and car washes would
love to sell you a gift certificate or a
book of gift certificates.
Are you one of those extravagant
givers who think nothing of plunking
down the Benjamins on a Chinese
made flat-screen? Perhaps that
grateful gift receiver would like his
driveway sealed, or lawn mowed for
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Advent Devotions
from Lutheran
Hour Ministries
Available to read online or hear as a
podcast, Transforming This Christmas can also be received as an email subscription throughout the
Advent season. The written
devotions are available now and
the audio version will begin
November 27th, 2011. All the
details
can
be
found
at
www.adventdevotions.net
the summer, or driveway plowed all
winter, or games at the local golf
course.
There are a bazillion owner-run
restaurants -- all offering gift certificates. And, if your intended isn't the
fancy eatery sort, what about a half
dozen breakfasts at the local breakfast
joint. Remember, folks this isn't about
big National chains -- this is about
supporting your home town Americans
with their financial lives on the line to
keep their doors open.
How many people couldn't use an oil
change for their car, truck or motorcycle, done at a shop run by the American working guy?
Thinking about a heartfelt gift for
mom? Mom would LOVE the services
of a local cleaning lady for a day.
My computer could use a tune-up, and
I KNOW I can find some young guy who
is struggling to get his repair business
up and running. OK, you were looking
for something more personal. Local
crafts people spin their own wool and
knit them into scarves. They make
jewelry, and pottery and beautiful
wooden boxes.
Plan your holiday outings at local,
owner operated restaurants and leave
your server a nice tip. And, how about
going out to see a play or ballet at your
hometown theatre.
Musicians need love too, so find a
venue showcasing local bands.
THIS is the new American Christmas
tradition.
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Chrismons
An Explanation of the Symbols on
the Christmas Tree
The Chrismon Tree originated in 1957
at a Lutheran church in Virginia. The
word Chrismon is derived from "Christ
Monogram." They are simple symbols
of Christianity, many used from its
earliest days, meant to remind us of
God’s greatest gift of all, Jesus Christ.
The Chrismons are all worked in white
and gold beadwork, made by women
of the church. White is the liturgical
color of Christmas and reminds us of
the innocence, purity and perfection of
Jesus. Gold reminds us of the glory,
majesty and kingship of our Lord.
The cross is the mostly widely
recognized Christian symbol. Many of
the Chrismons incorporate the cross,
which tells us of Christ’s sacrifice for
us.
The Latin Cross is the most widely
used cross today. While no one knows
for certain the type of cross on which
Jesus died, this form is most often
used when depicting the crucifixion.
The Calvary Cross is the Latin cross
standing on three steps. The steps
represent Faith, Hope and Love (1
Corinthians 13:13).
The Cross on Top of the World is the
Cross Triumphant and represents the
triumph of the Gospel throughout the
world.
The Anchor Cross is the Cross of
Hope. As an anchor holds the ship in
place, so hope holds the believer to
Christ (Hebrews 6:19a, Romans 8:2425). The Anchor Cross is often found
in cemeteries and on burial monuments dating to the earliest days of
Christianity.
In addition to the cross, there are other
symbols that point to the Passion of
Christ.
The Lamb is a frequent image of the
Messiah in both the Old and New
Testaments (1 Peter 1:18-19, Hebrews
9:22, Revelation 5:12). It reminds us
that Jesus was sacrificed in our stead.
Often the lamb carries a banner of
victory.
The Chalice points to Maundy
Thursday and the sacrament of Holy
Communion (Matthew 26:26ff, 1
Corinthians 11:23ff).
Just as we remember the suffering of
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our Lord, we must also rejoice in His
victory and glory through our Chrismon
symbols.
The Butterfly depicts eternal life. Like
the lowly caterpillar emerges from a
cocoon to become a beautiful butterfly,
Jesus rose from death’s dark tomb.
Because of Him, we have the assurance that we too shall rise (1 Corinthians 15:20-23).
The Crown shows the kingship of
Jesus, for He is King of Kings and Lord
of Lords (1 Timothy 6:15, Revelation
19:16). The Bible also promises a crown
of life to those are faithful to their
heavenly king (James 1:12).
More symbols point to other events in
the life and ministry of Christ.
The Open Bible is the Word of God and
especially reminds us of the prophesies
contained in the Old Testament about
the birth, life, death and resurrection of
Jesus.
The Manger is an obvious reminder of
the birth of Jesus.
The Christmas Rose or Messianic
Rose is another symbol of our Lord’s
nativity. Several other flowers have
been identified with the Christ Child
over the years due to the various
translations of the prophecy in Isaiah
35:1-2.
The Descending Dove is a symbol of
the Holy Spirit descending on Jesus at
His baptism (Mark 1:10).
The Shepherd’s Crook reminds us of
our Savior’s words, "I am the Good
Shepherd." (John 10:11ff) and also of
the shepherds called to the manger.
Some of the Chrismons remind us of
our Christian walk.
The Scallop Shell is a symbol for
baptism. In the early church, baptisms
were performed by pouring the water
from a shell. The three drops of water
indicate baptism in the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Matthew
28:19).
The Flames of Fire symbolize the Holy
Spirit on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:14). The seven tongues of the flame are
for the seven gifts of the Spirit (Romans
12:6-8).
The Ark or Ship is a symbol of Christ’s
church. We often refer to the main part
of the church as the nave, from the
Latin navis, which means ship. The
church, as a New Testament Noah’s
ark, is equipped to save us. The
RAINBOW is a symbol of God’s
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promises to us (Genesis 6:9ff).
Many Chrismons contain more than
one symbol. The meaning of a
Chrismon may be emphasized by the
addition of Greek letters which stand
for one of the many names or attributes of Christ.
The IOTA ETA SIGMA (IHS or IHC)
stands for Jesus. They represent the
first three letters in the Greek spelling
of Jesus. The name of Jesus is
precious to us (Philippians 2:9-11).
Additionally, the Latin phrase Iesus
Hominum Salvator (Jesus, Savior of
Men) can also be abbreviated as I.H.S.
The Alpha and Omega (ΑΩ or αω)
point to the eternity of Christ. These
are the first and last letters of the
Greek alphabet and come from the
words that Jesus spoke in Revelation
22:13.
The Fish most often indicates a
believer in Christ, but also reminds us
to be fishers of men (Matthew 4:19).
ΙΗΘΥΣ is the Greek word for fish which
forms an ancient acrostic for the
phrase, "Jesus Christ, God’s Son,
Savior." The fish symbol was used as
a secret sign during times of persecution to point the way to places of
worship in the catacombs. We are truly
blessed to live in a time and place
where the fish is a recognized symbol
of Christianity that can be openly
displayed on our cars, and that we can
advertise our places of worship freely.
Geometric symbols are also used to
add meaning and emphasis to
Chrismons.
The Equilateral Triangle has three
equal sides and angles and is used to
symbolize the Holy Trinity, one God in
Three Persons: Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. Any design with three equal
parts can be used to symbolize the
Trinity.
The Creator’s Star is a six-pointed
star symbolizing the six days of
creation. It is made of equilateral
triangles to remind us that all three
persons of the Godhead were present
at creation.
The Circle denotes eternity - the
eternity of God, eternal love or eternal
life.
The Nimbus is a circle of light or a
halo around the head that denotes
Godliness or holiness.
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Christmas Gift Tree
TRINITY PINCKNEY CONGREGATION will
be participating in The Lutheran Child and
Family Christmas Gift Tree again this year.
This will be set up by Sunday, Nov 27.
There are 15 children to purchase gifts for,
gift ideas and information will adorn the
tree. If you choose to participate, please
have the gift back to the church by Dec 11
so they can be delivered the following
week. Please do not wrap the gift, instead
place the gift in an appropriate sized gift
bag with the child's name, age and code
number clearly attached to the bag.
Please contact Joanna Krueger with any
questions. Thanks so much for participating
in this wonderful program.
Other ways to help throughout the year
include:
SOAR- Students Offering Assistance and
Reassurance to Others: Students donate
school supplies to other needy students. Paper, pens, backpacks and glue are
just a few items that students can donate
to help.
CHRISTMAS CARING: In an effort to share
the true meaning of Christmas and the joy
of Christ's birth with others, help LCFS

provide Christmas presents to children and
families in need. Your donation ensures
that a child will have something to open on
Christmas morning.
BIRTHDAY IN A BOX: Bring birthday joy to
foster children. Items such as cake mixes,
small toys, birthday theme paper plates,
napkins, and hats are placed in a decorated
shoebox and delivered to foster children
the week of their birthday. Help a child
celebrate their special day with Birthday in
a Box!
FAMILY CARE BASKETS : Families who are
struggling with basic living needs are
provided with a laundry basket filled with
paper supplies, linens, cleaning supplies
and other safety items.
CAR SEATS:
New infant, toddler and
booster car seats are provided to families
who cannot afford this necessary safety
item.
SECURE SLEEP: Many children are in need
of items that help them feel warm, snug
and safe at night. Donations of blankets,
sheets, pillows and quilts will help supply
these fundamental needs.

FAMILIES HELPING FAMILIES- Volunteer as
a Family: Sponsor fun activities for needy
families. "Family Fun Night Baskets" help
at-risk families learn how to interact with
each other positively with the assistance of
donated games, art supplies, nonperishable snacks and gift certificates.
DUFFEL BAGS: Children who have been
removed from their home often arrive with
all their belongings in black plastic garbage
bags. The unspoken message is that they
and their belongings are no better than
trash. Help provide a duffel bag for
children to transport their belongings. Please call the office nearest you for
duffel bag dimension.
Hands, Heads, Hearts & Feet: Each fall
children and families serviced by the
agency are in need of coats, hats, gloves
and boots to keep them warm and dry
during the winter months.
FOOD: Non-perishable food is always
needed.
For more information on Lutheran Child
and Family Services volunteer opportunities, please call (989) 686-7650 or email
Dawn White at dwhite@lcfsmi.org
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