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Masterplanning: 

 

PHYSICAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT  

 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church  

Member of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 

5758 West M-36 

Pinckney, Michigan 48169 

 

I.  BUILDING INTERIOR 

 

 A.  GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

 Generally, the building is in fair condition but is 

nearing the time when certain items of restoration 

are mandatory for a long term use. 

 There are several areas throughout the building 

which exhibit damage from previous water 

intrusion.  It is our understanding that each of the 

problems resulting in this damage has been 

repaired.  Patch and refinish wall, ceiling and floor 

finishes damaged in this way. 

 The building 

interior spaces 

require painting 

to freshen the 

appearance and 

make the building 

more warm, 

welcoming and to 

a more human 

scale. 

 Replace interior 

finishes including 

carpeting, ceiling 

and wall treatments, window treatments and others, when consistent with interior 

modifications and renovations  

 Plan to supplement the insulative quality of the building’s walls and roof assemblies. 

 

Above:  Signs of ineffective 

thermal insulation at bearing 

points. 

 

 

Left:  Result of water intrusion in 

numerous locations, which 

requires repair and refinishing 
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B.  MAIN FLOOR LEVEL 

 

 Side aisles in the sanctuary are too 

narrow to accommodate walkers or 

wheelchairs. 

 Existing wood windows are 

damaged and need to be replaced. 

 Improve the insulation quality and 

coverage throughout the building in 

both wall and roof areas 

 Accordion partitions are showing 

signs of wear.  

 Upgrade existing or 

replace door hardware 

and re-establish a 

master keying system 

with recalled keys. 

 

 

 

2.  BUILDING EXTERIOR 

 

 The present condition 

of the windows and 

doors throughout the 

building is very poor.  

There is a great deal of heat loss through these elements and require replacement with 

energy-efficient products.  Commence a program of window and door replacement for 

energy efficiency and comfort of the building users. 

 The shingle roofing needs to be replaced with a 40# shingle with an energy efficient 

underlayment and ice and water shield where appropriate.  Replace all damaged roof 

sheathing. 

 The existing T-111 wood siding is past the 

end of its expected useful life and requires 

replacement. 

 Replace all exterior building sealants around 

windows, doors and flashings.  This will be 

included as part of the window and door 

replacement program.  However, inspect 

conditions now and replace those sealants 

which are no longer performing as they 

should. 

 Properly flash the vertical members of the 

bell tower to prevent future moisture 

Above and Left:  

Indications of the 

poor condition of 

the wood windows 

throughout the 

building 

 

 

  

 

Above:  Indicative of water overflowing the 

gutters in heavy rains. 
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intrusion. 

 Increase the quantity of rain conductors to eliminate gutter overflow and resulting moisture 

damage to fascias, soffits and siding below. 

 Remedy the siding pulling away from the door frame on the south facing, westerly door. 

 

 

 

3.  BUILDING SYSTEMS 

 

A. MECHANICAL HVAC 

 

 The boiler in seems to 

be in working order, 

but it is nearing the 

end of its useful life.   

 Consider the addition 

of cooling throughout the 

building or at least within 

the sanctuary.  

 Heating controls are performing poorly with wide 

variations in comfort throughout the building.   

 

 

B. MECHANICAL PLUMBING 

 

 Investigate and repair the cause of sedimentation in the 

Well Filter system. 

 The existing sinks and lavatories throughout the building 

do not have proper scald protection.  The lavatories 

and sinks can be easily retrofitted with proper mixing 

valves to prevent scald issues. 

 

 

C. ELECTRICAL POWER 

 

 Existing electrical service is secondary type fed from a 

ground mounted transformer.  There appears to be 

spare electrical capacity available, due to the lower 

electrical demand on the existing building.  

 If cooling is added and if the building is significantly 

altered, a new electrical service will be necessary. 

 Additional electrical outlets are necessary in the 

kitchen, offices and chancel areas as well as in the rear 

of the sanctuary from where the choir sings. 

 

Left:  T-111 Siding in need 

of replacement 

 

Below:  Existing shingles 

showing signs of 

deterioration. 

 

 

  

 

Above:  The wood siding has warped and 

is pulling away from the door frame from 

the fellowship hall. 
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D. ELECTRICAL LIGHTING 

 

 Most of the existing lighting fixtures in the 

sanctuary and the fellowship hall have been 

recently replaced with higher efficiency lamps.  

Lighting appears to be acceptable. 

 The existing exit and emergency lighting 

throughout the entire building appear to have 

been similarly upgraded. 

 The existing site lighting is poor and needs to 

be improved and supplemented.  Repair, replace 

or supplement existing exterior lighting fixtures, 

including new pole mounted fixtures. 

 Consider supplementing the flood lighting on the 

building to increase the visual impact on  

the local community. 

 

 

E. OTHER SYSTEMS 

 

 Replace the existing audio system in the sanctuary.  Utilize components which are integral 

with the architecture so they do not become a visual 

distraction. 

 The building is presently not served by a fire alarm 

system.  A new fire alarm system complete with 

horns, strobes, and lights will likely be required. 

 
 
 
 

 3.  SITE GENERAL 

 

 Consider elimination of the existing trees at the 

southwest corner of the building to permit sunshine 

to dry out this part of the building. 

 Replace landscaping to enhance the building’s 

appearance and improve security. 

 Replace roofing and siding and sealants on the accessory /portico building. 

 Replace the overhead door on the accessory /portico building. 

 Repair or replace the playground equipment. 

Above:  Playground equipment needs to 

be repaired or replaced. 

 

Above:  The vertical members of the bell tower 

need to be properly flashed into the new roofing 

system. 
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 Pave the driveway and parking lot with 

concrete curbs or bumper blocks. 

 

 

Above:  Poor condition of the exterior cladding of the 

accessory building and portico 

 


