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Other
opportunities to be
in God’s Word
Tuesday Morning
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.
Subject is “Trials and
Afflictions”
Wednesday morning
Bible Study at 10:30 a.m.
is starting a new Bible study.
Join us to find out the details!
If evenings are better, join us
at the Cottage Meetings
the last Friday of the month
at 7 p.m. hosted at a
members home.

Christian Education News
Doni Polenz and I would like to
thank all the people who helped
make the Children & Youth Christmas program a success.
When I started thinking about all
the people who helped, it felt like it
was the whole congregation! We
could not have done it without each
of you and your prayers. A special
thanks to our actors, readers,
teachers, technical & stage help,
party servers, costume maker, treat
donators, parents, bag stuffers,
manger finder, music leader,
Pastor, and party planner.

January 10th at 6:45 and all are
welcome to come.
Thanks and Blessings to all
Elizabeth Eppler
Reminders: there is no Sunday
School on January 1st.
Also, the Board of Christian Ed
will be meeting on Tuesday,
January 10th at 6:45

Now that it’s January, we’ll get
back to our regular winter session
of Sunday School so please plan to
attend at 8:45 on Sunday mornings.
The adults are studying Ecclesiastes, the teens are starting a new
study, and the kids are learning
about Jesus.

In the
Sunday Morning Bible
study, Pastor is currently
covering Ecclesiastes. Join us
for an interesting look in to
this portion of the Old
Testament.

The Board of Christian Education
will be meeting on Tuesday,

We hope to see all of you at
one or more of these Bible
Studies.

The topics for January include:

Attention High School Youth
Kristin Myher’s High school students
are studying how God reveals himself
to us in His word and His creation.
Please join us on Sunday mornings at
8:45 - 9:45 for this discussion based,
interactive study, giving the students
opportunity to express themselves and
heighten their understanding of the
bible

Know What Our Children Are Studying
The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus

Mark 1:1-13

Jesus Calls Phillip and Nathanael

John 1:43-51

Jesus Calls Matthew

Mark 2:13-17

Jesus and the Little Children

Mark 10:13-16
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Pastor’s Page
Just So You Know!
By Pastor Snider
So did you know that during the
coming month I will cross over the
end of my third year serving God
and you as members of the congregation known as Trinity, Pinckney,
Michigan? It has been a quick
three years and it continues to be
filled with challenges and opportunity to serve based on old traditions and new ideas of ministry and
the mission of Jesus Christ in this
place where He has planted us to
grow in our faith in Him.
In an effort to be a thriving congregation we are attempting to make
some changes. The goal is to improve the communication with
members and their Elder and Pastor. Each family has individual
needs and concerns, which currently may or may not be met. The
goal is to be more than a one hour
a week congregation. There are
several ministries that are limited
because of facilities including restrooms, classrooms and kitchen.
During the past two years we have
made an effort to evaluate the
ministry here at Trinity using the
program from The Michigan District, Natural Church Development.
This program uses the input from
thousands of congregations to determine the health of a congregation based on the feedback and
comparison from a survey that
many of you were asked to complete in 2010 or 2011. In October
the Stewardship committee decided to do a follow up survey to
see if progress was being made in
the quality characteristics here at
Trinity.
In February 2010 we began an
intentional effort to raise the

minimum factor that was revealed
at that time. The description was
called “Inspiring Worship Service”
and we did some brainstorming on
ways to improve that quality concern by members. The approach to
improving this characteristic of our
congregation included beginning
events such as Bible studies and
meetings with a devotion and holding hymn practice before we began
the worship on Sundays.
We are in the process of scheduling
the second feedback and brainstorming session for some time in
January 2012. Please watch for this
date and plan to attend to 1) see
how we compare with thousands
of other congregations and then 2)
to provide your input regarding
what we can do to improve our
“minimum quality characteristic” as
a congregation.
The other activities that are involving several members of the congregation are the ‘Building Planning
Committee’ which was formed at
the request of the Council several
months ago.
The direction / instructions given to
the committee included a responsibility to make repairs where
needed and to restore our facilities
to good working condition where
there were issues. Since then
doors and windows have been repaired along with leaks in the roof
restored to keep rain outside. The
access by birds was denied and
what may have appeared as bushes
around the property were raised
up to be trees by cutting the lower
branches away.
The other area of responsibility was
for the committee to assess and
evaluate the facilities with regard
to our mission and ministry in this
location where God has planted us
and where our Charter members
began our service to God and the
community.
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The eight volunteer, member committee has met with several different agencies/ professionals. They
have included Church Extension
Fund of Michigan director, who
was very favorable toward Trinity
looking at improving our facilities.
We also met with an architect who
was willing to evaluate our building
and its setting to give us ideas on
how best to consider expansion
and improvements.
The most
obvious change was moving the
mailboxes to a less congested area
i.e. the narthex.
When the mailboxes were moved
the walls needed to be painted and
one of the committee members did
a wonderful job with improving our
appearance. One of the steps that
the architect suggested would include interviews and discussions
with groups and individual regarding needs and ideas.
The next step was to meet with
two men who have experience with
raising funds in a congregation to
accomplish those improvements
the membership chooses to implement. We have not scheduled a
follow-up meeting with him but we
will be planning our next steps at
our next Building Planning Committee meeting January 10, 2012. You
are encouraged to participate in
each and all phases of this growing
in Christ process here at Trinity.
We continue to encourage members of all ages to attend Bible
Study where we are enriched and
enabled to witness to the Joy and
Love of Christ given to us through
His Word. We meet regularly on
Sunday at 8:45. We are currently
studying Ecclesiastes and on Tuesday and Wednesday the topic
varies.
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The LCMS Liturgy
Word of God and Sermon
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From the Editor: This is the next part in my series
of Parts of the Liturgy taken from the LCMS
website.

Frequently we conclude the
reading of Holy Scripture with
the phrase, "This is the Word of
the Lord!" More than just a
"word" from God, this is his
revelation in which he makes
known to us his will, most
specifically, his merciful will
that desires our salvation.
Ultimately, this word points us
to the Word, the incarnate Son
of God. He is God's final and
full revelation to us, the mirror
of the Father's heart. That is
the point that the writer to the
Hebrews makes in the opening
verses of his epistle: "In many
and various ways God spoke to

his people of old by the prophets,
but now in these last days, he
has spoken to us by his
Son" (Heb. 1:1-2a). Only through
him--God's only Son--are we able
to know the Father's favor and
grace.
In the sermon, the Word of God
is brought to bear on the lives of
the hearers. This is the equivalent of sitting at the feet of
Jesus. But it's more than mere
instruction. Through the sermon, God speaks to us with his
two-edged sword of condemnation and promise, Law and
Gospel. The subject of the
sermon is both God and us.

Through the sermon we come to
a better understanding of
ourselves, especially our need for
God's forgiveness. But we also
come face to face with God's
mercy and love. Week after
week, God's faithful hear the
voice of their Good Shepherd,
preparing them, in a sense, for
that final day when Jesus calls
them to their eternal reward.

Carole Clacher
This is a page that recognizes persons of our
congregation who have “blessed” Trinity with
their actions. If there is someone you would
like to recognize for the blessings they’ve
shown, please print their name and the
“blessing” on the slip of paper and put it in the
envelope provided on the bulletin board in the
Narthex. We have so many blessings around us
that we can thank God for.

Bob and Lois Brumm
Blessing: For all they do for
the church and for individuals in their times of need.

Blessing: Organizing our
ladies outing to Lunch and
Theatre—Good Job!
Upcoming Events
MEN’ S G ROUP
S ATURDAY, J AN 7 ,
7:00 AM

FAMILY F UN DAY
JAN 29, 2012
1 2- 5 PM
Plan on joining us after
church from 12-5pm for
a fun filled time at White
Lodge. Bring a dish to
pass and your favorite
games, sleds and ice
skates!!

H AM D INNER
F EB 1 2 AFTER
WORSHIP

What better way to
celebrate Valentines Day.
Bring a loved one to our
Ham Dinner and share
a nd
ce l e b ra te
t he
greatest Love of all, the
love God has for us.
Bring
a
friend
or
neighbor and create an
opportunity to share the
love and message of
Christ.
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Prayer List
Editors note: We will be starting fresh
with the prayers this year. Please take
a moment to reflect on those in need
of God’s hand their lives. Prayers can
be sent to Lynda Minger via email at
lyndamngr262@gmail.com, or by
pinning on the bulletin board in the
back office.
We praise and thank our
Almighty Lord for the blessing of
healing and strength for those
who are dealing with health
issues. Keep all the members of
this congregation in your prayers,
especially those in need of healing, strength, comfort and peace:
Continue to help John and Diane
Menning by keeping your presence ever near.
For the soldiers overseas who are
still protecting freedoms, our own
and others in the world: Brandon
Snider in Korea.
Barb Yek’s
nephew Casey Sampson who is
serving in Iraq
Pray for our Missions in other
countries that they remain safe in
Your care as they spread Your
Word – Remember Doris Kayser
in Guinea
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A Note from Pastor Snider
Dear Members of Trinity,
I thank God that I am a part of the ministry
here at Trinity Pinckney and I look forward to
2012 and the possibilities that await us as a
congregation “growing where God planted us”.
Thank you for the gracious gift to Cathie and
me. We don’t have plans for it yet but Thank
you and Blessed 2012.

Happy Birthday!!
A very Happy Birthday from
the Members of Trinity
Lutheran Church:
3: Lois Brumm
6: Gregg Buurma
14: John Menning

Ephesians 2:10
For we are God's handiwork, created
in Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance for
us to do. (NIV)

17: Matthew Groeller
21: Abbie Churches
25: Jenna Frazzini
29:Doni Polenz
30: Jon Krueger

From the Editor:
I wanted to take this opportunity to
Thank the congregation for your
wonderful gift. I feel very blessed to
be a part of Trinity Pinckney and to
so easily be able to consider you my
church family.
Blessings to you all for a very
Happy New Year.
Lynda Minger
Secretary

31: Lori Engel

Anniversary wishes

go out to:

11: Peggy and Michael Engel
“For this reason a man
will leave his father and
mother and be united to
his wife, and the two will
become one flesh”

27: John and Diane Menning

Matt. 19:4-6 excerpt

Anyone who would like to receive
the newsletter via email, please
email your request to:
lyndamngr262@ gmail.com
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Choice Dollars Successes
Oceanside,
California

Dogs Bring Comfort to Trauma Victims
The Extra Mile Ministries K9 Crisis
Response Team responds to disasters
and crises in a unique way. It uses
dogs.
“We respond with Christ-like love and
compassion, offering to help renew
faith and restore hope,” said Chaplain
Ralph Buchhorn, executive director.
“Our handlers are called ‘mercygivers.’”
Nationwide Assistance
The team responds to disasters across
the country, whether it's a shooting, a
tornado or other emergency. It works
with The National Organization of
Parents of Murdered Children, Inc.,
and the Tragedy Assistance Program
for Survivors, a resource for families
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who have lost loved ones in the
military.

distributes some of its charitable funds
each year.

Funds Make a Difference
Ralph said the impact of Choice
DollarsSM grant funds can't be measured.

The program has two components:
Choice DollarsSM and Voting Events.

"Thrivent Choice DollarsSM grant funds
allow our national crisis team to travel
to unexpected crises at a moment’s
notice," he said. "The dogs remind us
of God's unconditional love. There is
nothing like petting a dog when faced
with trauma.
"Hundreds, if not thousands, of people
have petted the dogs and bridges of
opportunities have been given the
team because of this ministry."
Through October, Extra Mile Ministries
K9 Crisis received $12,842 in Choice
Dollars grant funds since the program
was introduced. For more information,
visit www.faceofcrisis.org.
About Choice Dollars
Through Thrivent ChoiceSM, a new
charitable grant program, you can help
choose where Thrivent Financial

Eligible benefit members are designated Choice Dollars. By directing
Choice Dollars, they can request
funding for thousands of Lutheran
organizations such as Inspiration Point.
Potential designated Choice Dollars
amounts that can be directed range
from $25 to $500 for each eligible
member.
Through Voting Events, all members
age 16 and older can vote to help
choose where Thrivent Financial
distributes funds among a short list of
national organizations. Voting Events
occur one or two times each year.
If you are eligible to direct Choice
Dollars, you can direct them right
now. If you are uncertain about
your
eligibility,
visit
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice,
or
contact your local Thrivent Financial
representative.
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