
Trinity Lutheran Church 2009 

Christian Education News 

Know What Our Children Are Studying 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 11 NOVEMBER 2011 

5758 M36 West  

Pinckney, MI 48169-9716 

Phone 734-878-5977 

Fax 734-878-6261 

www.trinitypinckney.org 

Glad Tidings 

Stewardship Bible 
Study 

Please plan on joining us from 
6:00 - 7:30 on Wednesdays 
11/02, 11/09, and 11/16 for a 
stewardship Bible study and 
dinner.  These studies will part of 
our stewardship focus for the 
month of November.  There will 
be fellowship, a delicious meal, 
and spiritual food provided. 
 
 

Other 
opportunities to be 

in God’s Word 

Tuesday Morning  
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m. 

Subject is “Trials and Afflictions”  
 

Wednesday morning  
Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. 

“Imaginge—God Can Do More 

Than You Ever Dreamed. 

If evenings are better, join us at 
the Cottage Meetings the last 
Friday of the month at 7 p.m. 

hosted at a members home.  

We hope to see all of you at one 

or more of these Bible Studies. 

In the Sunday morning Bible 
study Pastor is currently covering 

in the “What About” series: 

 Muslims 

 Islam 

 Mormonism 

We urge you to join us for these 
pertinent topics for today’s 

world.  

The topics for November include:  

The Passover Exodus 11-12 

Crossing the Red Sea Exodus 13:17-15:21 

God provides manna, water and quail:  Exodus 16-17 

The Ten Commandments  Exodus 19-20 

  

Our kids all had a great time at the 
Harvest Dinner and the festivities that 
followed. Thank you to all who helped!  

I asked the kid’s what their favorite 
part of the night was and a couple of 
them liked the face painting the best. 
Thanks to our teenagers who did some 
very artistic face painting. Someone 
else liked the hayride the best. Thank 
you to Bryan Bickel for bringing the 
hay wagon, Pastor Snider for the hay, 
and Greg Eppler for bringing and 
driving the tractor. 

Someone else liked the pumpkin 
decorating. Thank you to Doni Polenz 
and Alison Corcoran for helping with 
the pumpkin decorating. Last of all, one 
of the kids liked the bonfire the best. 
Thank you to Pastor Snider and the 
trustees for starting and maintaining 
the fire. None of the kids mentioned it 
but I know some of us thought the best 
part of the night was the outstanding 
food! Thank you to everyone who made 
that happen! 

Do you have any family, neighbors or 
friends who don’t know Jesus? Why 
don’t you invite them to join us at 
Sunday School. All of our classes have 
room for new kids (and adults!)  

We are still looking for someone to 
team teach the 1st -3rd grade class. 
The time commitment would be 
preparing for and teaching a class 
every other Sunday. We provide the 
lesson plan and all the materials! 
Please see Doni Polenz or Elizabeth 
Eppler if you or someone you know 
would like to help with this. What 
better way to share your love for 
Christ than by becoming involved in 
the group that helps to educate his 
people? We need you!! 

I want to thank Alison Corcoran for 
volunteering to be the 4th member of 
the Board Of Christian Education. 
We are so happy to have you Alison! 

Save the Date for the Christmas 
Pageant: December 18th 2011 
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Pastor’s Page that develops into a fruit tree.  

After a period of time, the apple 

tree fulfills its mission by bear-

ing apples and providing an 

abundance of crop for its care-

taker and his family and 

neighbors.   

We, as Christians, are like 

that apple tree.  We, too, have 

been fed and nourished by God 

so we can bear fruit.  “You did 

not choose Me, but I chose you 

and appointed you to go and 

bear fruit—fruit that will last” 

(John 15:16).  Jesus tells us “I 

am the Vine; you are the 

branches.  If a man remains in 

Me and I in him, he will bear 

much fruit; but apart from Me 

you can do nothing” (John 15:5).  

The life and power of any plant 

is found in its vine.  The vine 

uses the branches to produce its 

fruit.  The branch is simply a 

growth of the vine, produced by 

it and appointed to bear fruit.  

The branch exists only because 

the vine makes it possible.   

Fruit characterizes the life 

of the Christian steward.  When 

we stay firmly connected to Je-

sus, we are told that we “will 

bear much fruit.”  Christ has 

given us the task of ministering 

to the needs of others and 

spreading the Gospel.  As we 

stay connected to Him through 

His Word and Sacraments, we 

discover God’s perfect will for us, 

and we are empowered to please 

Him by bearing fruit (Colossians 

1:9-10).  God has created us to 

bear fruit (Ephesians 2:10), but 

only through Christ is it possible 

for us to do so. 

The fruit tree is not unlike 

each one of us who has been 

given a chance each year to re-

new our dedication to the service 

of our Lord Jesus.   

“Since we live by the Spirit,” 

Paul exhorted, “let us keep in 

Bearing Fruit 

 for Jesus 

It is my intention that 

Stewardship will become a very 

positive word in your vocabulary 

over the next month.  It is to be 

regarded as a word that gives 

great meaning to all who prac-

tice it.  It is a word which means 

manager or overseer and when 

properly applied to the Chris-

tian’s life, it is like getting the 

promotion that so many others 

are striving for and it gives 

credit to those who practice 

sound decisions in the manage-

ment  

In the next month, you will 

hear a lot about bearing fruit 

because our stewardship theme 

for this year is Bearing Fruit 

for Jesus: His Grace and 

Power at Work Within You.  

It will include the regular Bible 

Study groups and it will be ex-

panded to include Wednesday 

evening Stewardship meal.  

These are intended to be a light 

meal that will facilitate many of 

you in the way of lightening 

your busy schedule by planning 

and providing this bodily nour-

ishment while you are being 

nourished spiritually with God’s 

Word.   

Fruit trees are one of the 

many wonders of God’s creation.  

To see the beauty of the tree in 

the spring when it is in full 

bloom and then to watch as its 

fruit begins to develop and grow 

is a miracle.  And then to enjoy 

its taste, each kind after its own 

and each so distinct and to real-

ize that it all came from a tiny 

seed is almost beyond our com-

prehension.  An apple seed is 

planted in the ground, and, with 

water and sun as nourishment, 

miraculously a seedling surfaces 

step with the Spirit.  Let us not 

become conceited, provoking and 

envying each other” (Galatians 

5:25-26).   

As children of God, we have 

this fruit because His Spirit 

lives in us, not as a result of our 

own efforts.  We do cease to bear 

fruit when we give in to our sin-

ful natures, becoming, in Paul’s 

words, “Conceited, provoking 

and envying each other.”  We are 

to “Have nothing to do with the 

fruitless deeds of darkness” 

(Ephesians 5:11a), but are to 

“Live as children of light for the 

fruit of the light consists in all 

goodness, righteousness and 

truth and find out what pleases 

the Lord” (Ephesians 5:8b-10). 

Just as any vine is renewed 

through new growth each year 

at spring time we as Christians 

are given an opportunity to 

gather our thoughts regarding 

the many blessings from God 

and make an intentional deci-

sion for the coming year.   

I would like you to consider 

offering your pledge to the 

Budget planning group to help 

them understand the support 

you are planning to provide in 

the coming year.   

 

Go and bear fruit! 
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This is a page that recognizes persons of our 
congregation who have “blessed” Trinity with 
their actions.  If there is someone you would 
like to recognize for the blessings they’ve 
shown, please print their name and the 
“blessing” on the slip of paper and put it in the 
envelope provided on the bulletin board in the 
Narthex.  We have so many blessings around us 

that we can thank God for. 

ful. He desires to bring relief to 
the suffering that is all around 
us. Our prayer may not always 
bring an immediate response–at 
least, not the response that we 
are seeking–but even then, we 
commend ourselves and the 
whole world to a merciful God. 
 
Like the confession of sins, 
however, our cry for mercy will 
be silenced in heaven. There we 
will see the results of God’s 
mercy, as before the throne and 
in front of the Lamb will stand 
all the redeemed–not one of 
them worthy of the honor  

The LCMS Liturgy   

  Kyrie 

In this world of sin and death, 
Christians have plenty of 
opportunities to join in the 
brief, yet all-encompassing 
prayer of the Kyrie: "Lord, have 
mercy." All around us we see 
the results of hatred, envy, lust, 
and greed. Surely, the world is 
in need of God’s mercy. It’s no 
wonder that the church, in her 
worship, pleads before God on 
behalf of the whole world. It’s a 
prayer that no one else is going 
pray. 
 
Yet, when we cry out, "Lord, 
have mercy," there is confi-
dence in our voices because we 
know that God is indeed merci-

Dan Krueger 

Blessing: Thanks for helping 

me with my truck problems. 

Bob 

The “see it, do it”  
Committee 

Blessing: Cleaning and beau-
tifying the Church yard 

Mike and Kristin Myher 

Blessing: For the wonderful 

job with the website. 

From the Editor: This is the third in my series of 
Parts of the Liturgy taken from the LCMS website.   



LWML YOUNG WOMAN  
REPRESENTATIVE 
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We praise and thank our  
Almighty Lord for the blessing 
of healing and strength for those 
who are dealing with health 
issues. Keep all the members of 
this congregation in your 
prayers, especially those in need 
of healing, strength, comfort and 
peace: 

Tim Friebe struggling with back 
issues  

For John and Diane Menning 
give them comfort, peace and 
strength. 

For the soldiers overseas who 
are still protecting freedoms, our 
own and others in the world: 
Brandon Snider in Korea.  Barb 
Yek’s nephew Casey Sampson 
who is serving in Iraq 

Prayer List 
 For soldiers who have been 
imprisoned, those freed and 
those still suffering. 

Be with the members of the 
congregation and community to 
find comfort and peace as they 
deal with difficult events in 
their lives. For those seeking 
jobs, those suffering from a 
declining economy 

Strength and health: Doris and 
Harold Hinchey,  Kaye Wick, 
Edward Egeler, Marlene Bon-
nett, Sandy Carey, Maurine 
Wallace, Jeanette Fansler, 
Nancy Lannon, Glenn Artress, 
Martha Artress, Sabrina Burak-
Lasko, Melissa, Carolyn Benk-
ovsky 

Be with those who are battling 
cancer and strengthen them in 

health and spirit: Jason Rich-
ards, Pam Tokar, Karen Ruf-
futto, Denise, Bonnie Duke, 
Tanya Roberts,  Wanda Helman, 
Julie Carpenter, Nancy Knight, 
Arlene Earl, and Larry, Nancy 
Lannon. 

Prayers of thanksgiving for 
those who have felt your healing 
power. 

Pray for our Missions in other 
countries that they remain safe 
in Your care as they spread Your 
Word –  Remember Doris Kayser 
in Guinea  

Noel Schaff, formerly missionary 
in Tiawan and confirmand of 
Pastor Snider, diagnosed with 
cancer  

  

Youth Group News  

Are you a young woman between the ages of 22-

35? Do you have a deep love and devotion for 

outreach ministry?  

If so, you could qualify to be a YWR to the next 

Michigan District LWML Convention from July 

20-22, 2012 at the Hyatt Regency, Dearborn. 

Lutheran Women in Mission is looking for a 

young woman to represent the Ann Arbor Zone. 

She must be willing to attend all sessions of the 

convention, report her convention experience to 

our Zone, and encourage other young women to 

become active (with her) in local LWML events. 

If selected, all costs will be covered.  

Contact Carol Shaffer at  734.485.0772 for an 

application form or go to mi-lwml.org for more 

information. Applications due by January 15.  

Send to Zone President Cathie Snider, 18835 

Dexter, Gregory, MI 48137 

Posse Posts 

The Youth had a great time at the Harvest 

Dinner followed by a visit to the Williams-

ton Corn Maze and Trail of Terror.  Nine of 

Trinity’s youth along with three of their 

guests and two Youth leaders participated 

in the outing, Some of those brave enough 

to attempt the Trail of Terror, gave a good 

showing of their vocal abilities along with 

an admirable amount of airspace achieved 

between their feet and the ground.   

Coming up: Save Nov 20th for the Youth 

Group Brunch.  Youth will be serving 

Brunch after church.  Freewill donations 

will be accepted. A DVD of youth speaker 

Bob Lenz will also be shown. 



Advent Devotions 
from Lutheran 

Hour Ministries 
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Upcoming Events  

F AMILY  F UN  D AY  
 J AN  29 ,  2012  12 -5PM  

Plan on joining us after church 

from 12-5pm for a fun filled time 

at White Lodge.  Bring a dish to 

pass and your favorite games, 

sleds and ice skates!! 

V OTERS  ASSEMBLY  
N OV .  6  AFTER  WORSHIP  

Please  p lan to  attend.   The 
agenda wil l  cover  Board 
r e p o r t s  a n d  t h e  2 0 1 2 
budget .  

 

Y OUTH  G ROUP  BRUNCH  
 N OV .  20 ,  2011  
AFTER  WORSHIP  

The youth will be serving brunch 
to help support the group. Invite 
a friend along. 

 

LADIES OF TRINI TY,  
SAVE THE DATE  
 D EC  3 ,  2011  3  PM  

For an outing to see “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” musical, at the 
Encore Musical Theatre Com-
pany in Dexter.  

 

We are looking for musicians 

to play at the Christmas Eve 

Service.  Horns are especially 

good at the festive occasion.  

Please contact Linda Freeman 

at 810-588-4103 or Pastor 

Snider for more details 

Musicians Needed 

Our website has been 
redesigned.  Please go to 
trinitypinckney.org and take 
a look.  The site is under 
construction and we’d like 
your feedback!  Future plans 
include a page for each 
board and photos.  Also, 
coming soon, will be a 
church facebook page. 

With all the technology we 
have available to us, it is a 
great opportunity, for those 
who are so inclined, to 
access information and 
communicate electronically.  
Soon, you will receive a form 
that will allow you to update 

your information and 
include an email address.  
Also, you will be able to opt-
in to receiving church 
correspondence, such as the 
newsletter and calendar, 
electronically.  This is an 
option – if you’d like to 
receive paper copies, you can 
continue to do so.  For those 
who don’t want the paper 
clutter, this will be a way to 
lessen it.  Additionally, the 
calendar and newsletter will 
be posted to the website 
each month to be viewed at 
your convenience 

COMMUNICATIONS NEWS 

God’s unfailing love at Christmas is 
a source of strength in all seasons. 
But what if you're picking up the 
pieces from a disaster that wiped 
out everything-or you can’t find 
work-or your marriage is on the 
rocks-or you’ve lost a loved one? 

Wouldn’t it be great if you could 
find again the joy and peace that 
Christmas is all about? In Trans-
forming This Christmas, Lutheran 
Hour ministries’ Theological 
Writer/editor, Pastor Wayne 
Palmer shows how God can raise 
you above it all as He transforms 
this Christmas for you.   

In Transforming This Christmas you 
will find that every year we hope 
this will be a Christmas to remem-
ber-a time of true joy and peace. 
But how can it be if you’re picking 
up the pieces from a hurricane, 
tornado, fire, or drought-if you’re 
still unemployed after months or 
years of searching-if your marriage 
is disintegrating-if you’re living with 
constant health problems-if you 
lost a dear loved one this year? 

Wouldn't it be wonderful if this 
Christmas we could rise above the 
turmoil in our lives? Wouldn’t it be 
great if you could really find joy and 
peace despite all the burdens you 
carry and the Mad, hectic prepara-
tions for Christmas?  Join us for 
Christmas devotions and watch God 
raise you above it all as He trans-
forms this Christmas for you.  

Available to read online or hear as a 
podcast, Transforming This Christ-
mas can also be received as an e-
mail subscription throught the 
Advent season. The written 
devotions are available now and 
the audio version will begin 
November 27th, 2011. All the 
details can be found at 
www.advent devotions.net 
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Lutheran Child & Family 
Service of Michigan, a not-
for-profit organization, is 
committed to providing 
outcome based, individually 
tailored, accredited human 
services to children and 
families regardless of race, 
age, gender or religious 
affiliation.  Through strong 
partnerships with local com-
munities, government, foun-
dations, churches, busi-
nesses and individuals, LCFS 
has been providing social 
services for more than 100 
years. 

All too often and for far too 
many children and families, 

 
life’s circumstances have 
resulted in a feeling of hope-
lessness.  Without help, such 
hopelessness can lead to 
despair, abuse, violence and 
broken relationships, some 
which can last a lifetime.   
This isn’t the way life should 
be.   

  

Each year, LCFS has the 
privilege of working with more 
than 13,000 children and 
families throughout Michi-
gan.  Services underscore the 
importance of respect and 
education.  Engagement, 
planning and participation by 
recipients of services result in 

new “pictures of possibilities” 
- brighter futures with long-
term, sustainable success.  

 No one is ever alone on life’s 
journey.  At one time or 
another, we all need some-
one.  LCFS is honored to play 
a role in helping people 
“Picture the Possibilities” and 
experience a sense of hope-
fulness that comes through 
achievement.   

LCFS is Trinity’s focus for the 
months of November and 
D e c e m b e r .   V i s i t 
www.lcfsmi.org for more 
information, or contact the 
church secretary. 


