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Other
opportunities to be in
God’s Word
Tuesday Morning
Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.
This group has been using the
magazine “Good News”, which is
published by Concordia Mission
Society. The editor is the former
LHM speaker Wallace Schultz. There
are several editions available in the
pastor’s study/office for anyone who
would like to review a topic or use one
for a personal Bible study.

Wednesday morning

Wednesday Ladies Bible study: This
group meets most weeks. They
usually as they near the end of one
study, they discuss which one they
would be interested in next. Some of
the Bible study authors, besides God of
course, have included: Lysa, Terkeurst,
Joyce Meyer, Beth Moore, and Liz
Curtis Higgs to name a few. And
joining the the middle of a study is
really ok.
If evenings are better, join us
at the Cottage Meetings the last
Friday of the month at 7 p.m. hosted at
a members home. December, as of
this printing, needs a Host.

Pastor Snider’s Sunday Adult Bible
Study is continuing to cover the book of

CAPITAL STEWARDSHIP
CAMPAIGN BEGINS!
Capital Stewardship
Campaign Update
Praise God from Whom All
Blessings Flow!
Thank you to all our members and friends
of Trinity for your generous commitments
to our campaign.
Totals to Date:
Our Commitments

and our First Fruit givings total

$ 21,729

Soon, the Building Planning Committee
will meet to begin making decisions on
how to best implement our plans.
Watch your newsletter each month for
updates.
Please continue to pray for God's
guidance as we move forward to make
our vision a reality.
$175,304

Isaiah using the Lifelight study guide.
Join us as we take an in depth look at the
life of this prophet and as we study, we
also discover the many parallels of the
times he lived in and how much they are
like our current events.

We hope to see all of you at one or
more of these Bible Studies.

$175,304

$ 21,729

My dwelling place shall be with
them. I will be their God, and they
shall be my people.

Ezekiel 37:27

But grow in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 3:18.

To Him be the glory both now and
to the day of eternity! Amen

PAGE 2

GLAD TIDINGS

Pastor’s
Page

I call your attention to this and
several other growth opportunities
that are available from our church
building. As you may not have
been able to miss we are limited on
space here at Trinity but we are not
limited on information that remains
What’s in it for you?
available to you our members or
By Pastor Snider
friends. We have available five
separate specific use bulletin boards
I am growing in my abilities to conand the periodicals rack and yet
solidate and discard things that come
there are many things which have
to my office that seem to have a
no home that provides immediate
lesser value than others but I conaccess for you to intinue to struggle with
formation. This perithe many jewels and
odical is available
gems that come to my
“...just whom might
through paper or
office that can on certain
this item raise up in
email delivery and we
days hold me in a spirispirit or in action?”
have a constant flow
tual awe and when I fininto the weekly bulleish a brief or not so brief
tin in an attempt to
reading I often pause
include our memberand wonder “just whom might this
ship with information that is delivitem raise up in spirit or in action?”
ered accurate and timely. We have
Since these moments usually find me
available for the modern communito be alone I offer a brief prayer that
cator, the web site;
others might know the peace, pleaswww.trinitypinckney.org thanks to
ure, or comfort that comes from these
Kristin Myher’s effort and talent.
items of literary grace.
“See to it, therefore, that you do not
make Moses out of Christ, or a book
of laws and doctrines out of the gospel. For the gospel does not expressly demand works of our own by
which we become righteous and are
saved; indeed it condemns such
works. Rather the Gospel demands
faith in Christ: that he has overcome
for us sin, death, and hell, and thus
gives us righteousness, life, and salvation not through our works, but
through his own works and suffering.” Martin Luther, 1522

In addition there is the cubby
where the Portals of Prayer are
stored for easy distribution but this
isn’t enough. We don’t have a library where people can ‘check
books out for reading’ most of these
type publications are kept in the
Pastor’s office where many of you
have never been. I would invite
you in to look around, it is often a
bit of a mess with activities in process but you will find a chair and table to browse through some of the
not so new but interesting publications.

This was printed in The Lutheran
Journal, vol. 83 it is available in several copies in the periodical slots next
to the member mail boxes. In this
journal there are several articles
listed in the table of content; Martin
Luther (above), Grandpahood, He
walked beside her, Helping Your Pastor Preach Better, The Desk and several other interesting and thought
provoking items for your growing
pleasure.

There are a few new arrivals from
various publishers including Concordia Publishing House. One of
their latest series examples is “You
can do it! Series.” We currently
have three volumes: ‘5 things you
can do to understand the Bible Better’, ‘5 things you can do to Witness Christ’, and ‘5 Things you can
do to Make Your Marriage
Stronger’.
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Other reports or studies that are
available include “The Creator’s
Tapestry” ‘Scriptural Perspectives
on Man—Woman relationships in
Marriage and the Church’. Another
recent publication for those interested in “The Natural Knowledge of
God”, a report of the Commission
on Theology and Church relations.
Another of their publications that
might be interesting is “Immigrants
Among Us” A Lutheran Framework for addressing Immigration
Issues for a Christian perspective on
Immigration.
Another book that is by a familiar
author, Ken Klaus, from the Lutheran Hour. Changeless Christ +
Changing World. It is written as
52 weekly devotions that are stories
from other people who have been
blessed by an unchanging Christ.
There are of course those which
were listed as a resource list for
leading a devotion or for holding
your own devotional study. The list
is near the left end of the middle
shelf just inside the “open door” to
Pastor’s office.
Also available are some DVD’s and
CD’s that are from promotions to
full length movies. Each has a message like none of the others and as
long as you remain on the outside
these jewels and gems are waiting
to be discovered behind an open
door.
Other info is also there and I would
be happy to give anyone a private or
group tour.
May the Lord Bless your Advent
and Christmas season with the
peace that comes from knowing
Him and His plan for you more
clearly. AMEN.
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Christian Education News
The

SUNDAY SCHOOL
C HILDREN
&

TEEN B IBLE S TUDY
Would like to invite you to
Our Children’s Christmas
Worship
D e c e m b e r 1 5 TH
During the 10am Worship
Service
Birthday Party for Jesus
Following the Service
PLEASE Join us!

October was a special month at
Sunday School for our pre-school
through 6th graders as they explored stewardship in our CSC
Bible study “Living as Children of
a Generous God.” We all met together, started with a skit and a
song and then studied a story
about how generous our God is.
We concluded with a really fun
craft. To finish up our study, we
met on November 4th with the
Middle and High School group to
learn a little about Mission:Possible our new mission
project through Lutheran Heritage
Foundation. We also made cards
for 4 different members of Trinity
to let them know we are thinking
of them.
If you’d like to learn more about
our Sunday School Mission project, you can check it out here.
h ttp ://www.lh fmis s io ns .o r g/
Mission-Possible
Our Middle and High School class
is having a lot of fun as they continue to study the “Big Screen

Bible Study, Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows Part 1 and
Part 2.” They are learning how
to watch movies through the
light of God's Word.
7th

Our newest
graders have
started confirmation classes.
Please keep these future confirmands in your prayers as they
learn the fundamentals of our
faith.
Christmas is almost here! Our
Children and Youth Christmas
program will be held December
15th during worship. Please invite any kids you know who
would like to be involved. Also,
I’d love to have a very full church
for our kids to witness to that
day so please invite everyone to
worship with us on December
15th.
The Board of Christian Education met on October 15 at
7:00pm. Our next meeting will
be January 14th at 7:00pm. Our
board meets quarterly and we

always welcome anyone with
ideas or concerns about the
Christian Education here at Trinity.
Don’t miss the cottage meeting
Friday, December 27th at 7:00
pm. We are still looking for a
host so if you’d be willing to host,
please let me know!
In Christ,
Elizabeth Eppler
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Surviving Christmas
By Marilyn Ehle

This is an excerpt of an interesting article I
found. It was a little reminder to me and
helped me put Christmas in perspective
Christmas has always been my favorite
time of year, but with four children, the
holiday was frequently not simple. Many
years ago, however, I chose to make it a
holy day, both for myself and—as much
as possible—for those around me. Experts do have a few good ideas, but let
me share some thoughts that will perhaps help you turn the holidays into
truly holy days.
Prepare yourself:
“Be still and know that I am God.”
Be STILL? How ridiculous when there is
so much to do, yet I find this to be an absolute prerequisite for holy days. Just ten
minutes of quiet before the house explodes in the morning (or perhaps, ten
minutes at night when the house has
stopped exploding) are absolute necessities.
During the days leading up to the holidays, I do this primarily by reading wellwritten books and listening to appropriate music. Our family had an unplanned
contest to see who would turn on Handel’s Messiah the earliest. The record is
held by our oldest son: October 25th!
When the entire family joined us for
Thanksgiving several years ago, no one
was surprised to hear Messiah music during dinner clean up time.
Advent will find me re-reading the New
Testament accounts of Jesus’ birth and
life. Along with this I will choose poetry
and prose from some of my favorite writers. I have no more time than any other
working woman, but I find these daily
few minutes of stillness are the essential
foundation for all else that occurs during
the holidays.
Now come the practical ideas. First, have
a financial plan. It really isn’t necessary
to go into debt during the holidays. Begin your shopping in January. While it’s
too late to begin shopping the January
sales for this Christmas, certainly keep it
in mind for next year. “But I don’t know
what I’ll want to buy for Joe or Susy or
Mother” is the usual excuse. If we come
to understand that it truly is merely an
excuse, we can escape the trap of last
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minute shopping. Find a corner in a
closet to store things—and label
them!—for bargains you pick up
throughout the year.
This year our family is choosing to
give “nothing new” for adult gifts.
Some of us will scour resale shops and
stores run by charitable organizations
to find that something special for each
personality. Others may bake homemade cookies to give, while some may
look through old photos to find that
special smile of a child, brother or sister and include it with a warm note
telling of special memories.
What about those hard-to-buy-for,
never-quite-satisfied people on your
list? I have them on my list too and a
few years ago I found the perfect solution. We make a contribution in their
name to a charity or mission project
that seems to fit their personality or interests.
Next, make a food plan. Shop early and
spread the food costs. Sometimes that
means stopping on my way to work for
the non-perishables. I begin buying
those usually expensive holiday goodies as early as October. In the weeks
prior to Christmas, several grocery
stores in our area have turkeys on sale
for $5.00. When I see a special sale I
pick up bags of almonds for my special
sugared orange nuts.
No time to bake those special rolls that
mother always made? Frozen rolls
served warm from the oven seem to
satisfy any longings for the good old
days. Christmas cookies? Kids love
them but you hate the mess? Make up
a batch of cookie dough, put Saturday
Morning Mess on your calendar, give
the kids your full attention and a pail
and mop when the project is over.
Instead of filling the menu with every
imaginable goody, concentrate on one
thing everyone loves. In our family,
cinnamon rolls made a week before December 25th, frozen, then thawed and
baked while gifts are opened spell (and
smell!) “Christmas.”
Have an activity plan. Prioritize. Sit
down, alone or with your family, and
decide what’s truly important. Here are
a few ideas:
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Make an Advent wreath, light candles
each Sunday of Advent, read the appropriate scripture, and decide on a
practical application of the topic.
(This can be done as a single person
or as a family.) If the subject is hope,
ask what you and the family can do to
bring hope to someone this week.
Have a practical plan. This is an excellent way to distract children from
the pull of commercialism. Teens may
seem uninterested—that’s because
they’re teens--do it anyway!
Plan one special event for the family.
Maybe it’s the church concert,
a Nutcracker Suite performance, ice
skating, leaving cookies on a doorstep, inviting someone for a special
meal. Learn to say a resounding—but
polite!—NO when tempted to overindulge in activity.
Include others in your holiday plans.
A wonderful way to teach our children generosity is to include others in
a family celebration.
A word for singles: self-pity creeps in
to the single life during the holidays
but be on your guard. If family is not
nearby, don’t wait for others to invite
you. Plan the holiday in your home.
Take the initiative. If you absolutely
can’t find anyone else with whom to
celebrate, volunteer at an assisted living residence, hospice, etc. Be creative.
You may wish to try solitude for part
of Christmas Day. One year our
daughter living in New York City enjoyed a quiet morning of tea and
homemade scones, then went to Central Park to make snow angels.
A humble Jewish girl sang a song of
praise even though her circumstances
were difficult (and about to get more
difficult), her family would not understand her and she had no idea of the
stark reality of her future. I’ve paraphrased part of Mary’s song for me;
you can do it for yourself.
“My soul chooses to glorify the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for He is always mindful of me
and my situation…
Continued on page 7
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UPCOMING EVENTS
The
Ladies
Posse
would like to invite the
congregation to our
Christmas Tree and Church
Decorating Party
Thursday, December 5th
at 6:30 p.m. Beginning with a
Sloppy Joe & Mac & Cheese Supper
We ask that each family bring 2 to
3 dozen of your favorite Christmas
cookies, fudge, etc. This will serve
as desert and give everyone an
assortment of cookies to take home
with them.
HOPE TO SEE ALL OF YOU THERE!

I DENTITY T HEFT
WORKSHOP
JAN. 25TH
9-11:30 AM
Hosted here at Trinity.
Includes breakfast

FAMILY FUN DAY
FEB 2, 2013
12-5PM
Plan on joining us after
church from 12-5pm for a
fun filled time at White
Lodge. Bring a dish to
pass and your favorite
games, sleds and ice
skates!!

La Marsa is again giving 10%
of their Sunday Income to support Love INC and Gleaners. So if
you’ve a mind for Mediterranean
Sunday lunch or dinner out,
543 W. Grand River, Brighton,
810-277-0600 is the address and
phone

Advent Services and
Soup Suppers

will start on December 4 at
6:00 pm
between the 5:00 pm and
7:00 pm Worship Services.
Everyone is invited to come
have a satisfying supper and join
in our fellowship. Guests are
always welcome.

We will be decorating the altar with
poinsettias again this year for
Christmas. Watch for your order form
in your mailbox the 1st. of December. The cost is $10 each. If you
wish to purchase one, please give
your order form to Barb Yek by
S unda y, D ecember
15th. Thank you.
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ANGEL TREE TO GO UP
EARLY THIS YEAR
Once again this year we will be working
with Wellspring Lutheran Services
to provide gifts for children who might not
otherwise receive any gifts. Last year they
were able to provide more than 1800 gifts
for children and families throughout the state
of Michigan.
Christmas is about the joy of Christ's birth
and caring for Others. We love because
He first loved us. We give because He
provides and gives us everything.
The tree will be up in the narthex
the Sunday before Thanksgiving, November
24th. Perfect for those of you who go out
on that Big shopping day--the Friday after
Thanksgiving. You then are invited to take a
name tag off the tree and purchase a
gift for $25. There will be a couple
suggestions, sizes, etc. on the tag.
Please bring your gifts back, unwrapped,
and the tag with it by Sunday, December 8th. The drop off date is earlier this
year, by Dec.10th so they have time to
process the gifts and get them delivered to
the families

Music
Notes
Any one able to play an
instrument, brush it off! shine it
up! and start practicing! because
before we know it our Christmas season will be here and it is
made so much nicer by the
loving efforts of those who use
their talents to grace our
services.
Please prayerfully
consider adding your special
sound.
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Continued from page 5.
The Mighty One has done great things for
me…holy is His name.
His mercy extends to all those who fear him,
From all past generations, to me and to all
those to come.
He has performed mighty deeds even for
me…
He continues to fill my hungry soul with
good things.
He has helped me, His servant; He remains
merciful to me even as he promised.”
Therefore today—and all through this coming season of holy days,
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Thrivent News
Saturday, January 25, 2104 is the date
set for the "Identity Theft Workshop" put on by Thrivent here at
Trinity. It will be from 9-11:30 a.m.
and includes breakfast.
Darren VanHevel, our Thrivent Rep,
will be sharing tips and tools for dealing with the growing problem of identity theft.
The workshop is designed to help you:

Understand how identity theft
can occur.
Learn tips to help protect yourself
Know what steps to take if identity theft does happen to you.
So, mark your calendars, plan on
attending, and invite your
friends to come learn with you.

I stand quiet before Him,
I stand still;
I know that He is God.”

Happy Birthday!!
A very Happy Birthday from
the members of Trinity
Lutheran Church:
Kyle Rydzewski
Dustin Snider
Jon Kurseth

12/1
12/5

12/6

Barbara Yek 12/6

Cassandra Gulowski
James Myers

12/15

Linda Minger

12/19

Michael Fansler

Anniversary wishes go out to:
Mike and Kristin Myher

Helen Riggs

And beyond all these things
put on love, which is the
perfect bond of unity.

12/20

Cathie Snider

12/25

Jeffrey Polenz

12/29
12/29

12/26

Colossians 3:14

12/20

Mark Meyer 12/20

Paul Russell

PRAYERS OF TRINITY

12/10

Ecclesiastes 11:8

However many years a man
may live, let him enjoy them
all. (NIV)

Praise and thanksgiving
Gracious Father, as You sent Your beloved Son riding humbly on a donkey
into Jerusalem to give His life for all
mankind, so bless us in this penitential
season with Your gifts of prayer, fasting
and almsgiving, that we might live lives
wholly given to others. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for those among us who are
in special need of your guidance and
healing:
 Georgia Rydzewski --strength and
health
 Betty Jean Sigro and Cathie Snider
relief from pain

 Tonya Roberts--second bout with
breast cancer, strength and health

and family safe in their move back
to the US from Korea.

 Laraway family, oldest daughter suffering health issues, lost house over
summer.

 Strengthen our trust in You that we
may know your will for our congregation.

 Richard Parks, Kenny Cadle, Terry
Kaczmarek, Charlie Thompson,
Sarah Burns, George Lasko, Jean
Foley, in their battles with cancer

 Pray for our Missionaries in other
countries that they remain safe in
Your care as they spread Your Word

 For the soldiers here and overseas
who are still protecting freedoms,
our own and others in the world: Jill
Engel stationed in the states. Matt
Hall in Korea. Keep Brandon Snider
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THEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE ON CHURCH, STATE AND CULTURE

In these verses, Jesus gives two illustrations: salt and light. The common denominator between salt and light is
that they are both elements that penetrate. Salt penetrates the meat or the
food. Light penetrates the darkness.
Salt’s value is that it penetrates, it enhances flavor, it protects or preserves.
It keeps things from going rotten.

Light’s value is that it opens the way
to understanding as opposed to living in darkness and chaos. We are
the light of the world. We are the
city on a hill. God has placed us here
to let our light – His light – shine.
A little bit of salt makes a difference. A little bit of light makes a big
difference.
Christians can and should make a
difference in their society, government, and culture.

As Christians, we are to influence our
government and culture for good.

POSTAG
E

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the
salt loses its saltiness, how can it be
made salty again? It is no longer good
for anything, except to be thrown out
and trampled underfoot. You are the
light of the world. A town built on a hill
cannot be hidden. Neither do people
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives

light to everyone in the house. In the
same way, let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in
heaven” (Matthew 5:13-16 NIV).

5758 M36 West
Pinckney, MI 48169-9716

Coming up in February 15 in Troy MI, at
Faith Lutheran. $20 Dollars general and
$15 for students. Laity, lay leaders, and
pastors and other professional church
workers are encouraged to attend the
2014 Theological Conference on Church,
State, and CULTURE. The conference is
based upon the Bible verse:

